
FLRID Title Author/ArtistYear Type Audience Booklist Kirkus PW
1374NE3 5-minute Pete the Cat storiesDean, James 2017 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1170NG5 A ghost tale for Christmas timeOsborne, Mary Pope2017 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
1155WG1 Afternoon on the AmazonOsborne, Mary Pope2017 FollettBound GluedLower Elementary
2102SB9 Agents of S.U.I.T.Green, John Patrick2023 Hardcover Upper Elementary
2305LC4 al-sallah al-hasimahKinney, Jeff 2022 Paperback Middle School
39320V5 Amelia BedeliaParish, Peggy 1992 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
13398L1 Amelia Bedelia and the surprise showerParish, Peggy 1995 Paperback Lower Elementary
8YIKH11 Amelia Bedelia Under the WeatherHerman Parish 2020 Follett Digital AudiobookAdult
1626WF6 Bad hair dayBenton, Jim 2020 FollettBound SewnUpper Elementary Ages 7-9
541TJEX Bad kitty goes to the vetBruel, Nick 2016 Follett eBook (12-month term) (single-user access)Lower Elementary
1841HA4 Bear Island Cordell, Matthew 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2 Ages 2-5
543YQW0 Bearnard's bookUnderwood, Deborah2019 Follett eBook (12-month term) (single-user access)Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 4-8
1660NH0 Becoming a good creatureMontgomery, Sy 2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-10
0556MU4 Bee dance Chrustowski, Rick2015 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 3-7
0569LE0 Big Nate flips outPeirce, Lincoln 2013 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-6
0479GA2 Big Nate strikes againPeirce, Lincoln 2010 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-6 Ages 7-11
1648NH0 Bike & TrikeVerdick, Elizabeth2020 Paperback Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-7 Ages 4-8
31952X1 Biscuit finds a friendCapucilli, Alyssa Satin1997 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1357ZW6 Biscuit loves the parkCapucilli, Alyssa Satin2019 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
6KFHI20 Brave Enough for TwoJonathan D. Voss2018 Follett eBook (12-month term) (single-user access)Ages 3-6 Ages 4-8
2414LA1 Busy Betty Witherspoon, Reese2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 3-7
1043VG1 Busy Bug builds a fortCarter, David A 2016 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0939GJ7 Can't scare me!Bryan, Ashley 2013 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
0889LW2 Captain Awesome and the missing elephantsKirby, Stan 2014 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
2377VA1 Captain Underpants and the invasion of the incredibly naughty cafeteria ladies from outer space (and the subsequent assault of the equally evil lunchroom zombie nerds)Pilkey, Dav 2023 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 4-6 Ages 7-10
1399EL8 Chester and GusMcgovern, Cammie2018 Paperback Upper ElementaryGrades 4-6 Ages 9-13 Ages 8-12
1501QH1 Cinq petits canardsDean, James 2017 Paperback Lower Elementary
1433DU8 Codzilla Zeltser, David 2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
1150MZ2 Coral Idle, Molly Schaar2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-7
1707GU2 Cornbread & PoppyCordell, Matthew 2022 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
1424QR9 Darkness of dragonsSutherland, Tui 2019 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
2986WDX DescerebradosKinney, Jeff 2024 Hardcover Middle School
1649YB8 Desert girl, monsoon boyDairman, Tara 2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
23268P3 Diary of a wormCronin, Doreen 2003 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 6-9 Ages 4-8
1473KV9 Double bass bluesLoney, Andrea J 2019 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-9 Ages 4-8
11700V0 Drita, my homegirlLombard, Jenny 2008 Paperback Middle SchoolGrades 3-5 Ages 9-12 Ages 8-up
9ZOD790 El Cucuy Is Scared, Too!Donna Barba Higuera2021 Follett Digital Audiobook
2470EF9 Elmore the Christmas moosePetty, Dev 2023 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 5-8 Ages 3-7
1774VZ1 Every dog in the neighborhoodStead, Philip Christian2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
1921NN8 Faraway thingsEggers, Dave 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 6-8 Ages 4-8
1289WT4 Fear the bunnyMorris, Richard T 2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 4-8
1718BR3 Fox : a circle of life storyThomas, Isabel 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 5-10 Ages 5-7
0715TZ7 Ginny Louise and the school field daySauer, Tammi 2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary
0937HN4 Goatilocks and the three bearsPerl, Erica S 2014 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
2667TA5 Got your nose!Katz, Alan 2023 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
1912MC1 Green ants vs. army antsPallotta, Jerry 2019 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
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0947QZ3 Hammerhead vs. bull sharkPallotta, Jerry 2016 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1094ACX Henry & LeoZagarenski, Pamela2016 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 3-7 Ages 4-7
1705VV7 How old is Mr. Tortoise?Petty, Dev 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
1461MU7 I am a wolf Miller, Kelly Leigh2019 Hardcover (library binding)Lower Elementary Ages 3-6 Ages 4-8
1820ZD2 I am Bella, star of the showStier, Catherine 2021 FollettBound SewnUpper Elementary
0550NN6 I am Otter Garton, Sam 2014 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-6 Ages 4-8
0726TD9 Inch and Roly make a wishWiley, Melissa 2012 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1242QD3 Jesse OwensCalkhoven, Laurie2017 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0582MMX Jessica Finch in pig troubleMcDonald, Megan2014 Paperback Lower ElementaryGrades 1-2
1798RD9 Jump at the sun : the true life tale of unstoppable storycatcher Zora Neale HurstonWilliams, Alicia 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-4 Ages 4-9 Ages 4-8
1190AF3 Just my luckMcGovern, Cammie2017 FollettBound GluedUpper ElementaryGrades 4-7 Ages 8-12 Ages 8-12
0776QB8 Let's go for a drive!Willems, Mo 2012 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8
2967CB3 Lion vs. tigerPallotta, Jerry 2024 Hardcover (library binding)Lower Elementary
0427AU2 Listen to my trumpet!Willems, Mo 2012 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1
07672V8 Look! I can read!Hood, Susan 2011 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0115AY3 Marco goes to schoolChast, Roz 2012 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
03921R4 Melvin's valentineScieszka, Jon 2010 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1586CX6 Motor Mouse deliversRylant, Cynthia 2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 5-8
1911YX4 My pet feet Funk, Josh 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
0564YU4 Night of the living dummy 2Stine, R. L 2015 FollettBound GluedMiddle School
1856UP9 Not if I can help itMackler, Carolyn 2021 FollettBound GluedUpper ElementaryGrades 4-6 Ages 8-11 Ages 8-12
544IXM3 Oh no, Bobo! You're in troubleGosier, Phil 2019 Follett eBook (12-month term) (single-user access)Lower Elementary Ages 2-8
31370M7 Oh, the places you'll go!Seuss 1990 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1829BY7 Our friend Hedgehog. A place to call homeCastillo, Lauren 2022 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-4 Ages 5-9
2316WB8 Penny draws a best friendShepard, Sara 2023 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-6 Ages 8-12 Ages 8-12
1611LW8 Perfectly imperfect MiraPray, Faith 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-8 Ages 4-8
1784CS1 Pete the Cat's groovy imaginationDean, Kim 2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary
2710NA4 Pete the Kitty's outdoor art projectDean, Kim 2023 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1074TD5 Pig the pug Blabey, Aaron 2017 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-KindergartenAges 3-5 Ages 3-5
1917UR4 Pigskins to paintbrushes : the story of football-playing artist Ernie BarnesTate, Don 2021 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 2-5 Ages 5-8 Ages 6-10
0947MZ4 Polar bear vs. grizzly bearPallotta, Jerry 2016 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1755KB0 R-E-S-P-E-C-T : Aretha Franklin, the queen of soulWeatherford, Carole Boston2020 Hardcover Upper Elementary Ages 5-8 Ages 4-8
1497PB8 Raggedy Ann & Andy. Old friends, new friendsHall, Patricia 2015 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1864BY7 Rick the rock of Room 214Falatko, Julie 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 4-8
1530FY0 Scoob! A dog's best friendHuntley, Tex 2020 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1245RT0 Serena : the littlest sisterGray, Karlin 2019 Hardcover Upper Elementary Ages 5-9 Ages 8-11
1786LD7 She caught the light : Williamina Stevens Fleming: astronomerLasky, Kathryn 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 6-10 Ages 4-8
1437YD7 Soar Bauer, Joan 2017 FollettBound GluedMiddle SchoolGrades 5-8 Ages 9-13 Ages 10-up
1673ZS2 Solitary animals : introverts of the wildStein, Joshua David2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2 Ages 3-5
1430BF1 Sonia SotomayorAnderson, AnnMarie2014 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1720HD7 Sprouting wings : the true story of James Herman Banning, the first African American pilot to fly across the United StatesJaggar, Louisa 2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-10 Ages 5-7
35245V0 Stone Fox Gardiner, John Reynolds2003 FollettBound SewnUpper Elementary
2415QA4 Stuntboy, in-between timeReynolds, Jason 2023 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-5
8GVUB88 Sun and Moon TogetherEthan Long 2020 Follett eBook (12-month term) (single-user access)Preschool-Grade 1Ages 4-8
2615YA1 Sunny and OswaldoMelleby, Nicole 2023 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 4-8
1618QX7 The blur Le, Minh 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-8 Ages 3-7
01379S0 The goblin and the empty chairFox, Mem 2009 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-9 Ages 5-8
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1449ES2 The great indoorsFalatko, Julie 2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 3-5
1909YXX The greatest in the world!Clanton, Ben 2022 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 5-7 Ages 6-9
0613ZH6 The invisible boyLudwig, Trudy 2013 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 5-7 Ages 6-9
1429FBX The last kids on Earth and the zombie parade!Brallier, Max 2016 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-6 Ages 8-12
527DAT9 The LEGO Batman movie : junior novelLane, Jeanette 2017 Follett eBook (24-month term) (single-user access)Upper Elementary
1289HT5 The lost bookSurnaite, Margarita2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-6 Ages 4-8
1042SG3 The lucky wheelGilmore, Grace 2015 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1709KP3 The Museum of EverythingPerkins, Lynne Rae2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-8 Ages 4-8
1770TN3 The people's painter : how Ben Shahn fought for justice with artLevinson, Cynthia2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-4 Ages 7-10 Ages 4-8
1388LA7 The pout-pout fish undersea alphabet2016 Board BookLower Elementary Ages 1-3 Ages 1-4
27673A0 The view from SaturdayKonigsburg, E. L 1996 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 5-7 Ages 8-12
2928DA7 The way champs playOsaka, Naomi 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7
1137CU2 The wind plays tricksHoward, Virginia 2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-5
1875WZX The Wondrous WondersJourdy, Camille 2022 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-7 Ages 9-12 Ages 6-10
32074W6 There was a cold lady who swallowed some snow!Colandro, Lucille 2003 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2
543YRQ9 There was an old pirate who swallowed a map!Colandro, Lucille 2018 Follett eBook (24-month term) (single-user access)Lower Elementary
22438T3 Today I will fly!Willems, Mo 2007 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
543DRO9 Two dogs in a trench coat start a club by accidentFalatko, Julie 2019 Follett eBook (24-month term) (single-user access)Upper ElementaryGrades 4-6 Ages 7-12
0947PZ6 Tyrannosaurus rex vs. velociraptorPallotta, Jerry 2016 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
38100J9 When Sophie gets angry-- really, really angry--Bang, Molly 2004 Paperback Lower ElementaryAges 4-8 Ages 3-up
2189UB1 Who is Ketanji Brown Jackson?Moses, Shelia P 2022 FollettBound SewnUpper Elementary
1152CZ2 You don't want a dragon!Dyckman, Ame 2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7
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Price ! Quantity Ext. ISBN Total Full Text ReviewsReview 1 Review 2 Review 3
16.31 1 16.31 9780062470195 1 Horn Book Guide (Fall 2017) Twelve previously published stories (some as easy readers) are adapted "to be read in five minutes or less" and collected here in one somewhat over-hefty volume. Pete's many fans won't care about the repetitive text and flat storytelling; the bright, eye-catching illustrations enhance blasi Pete's cool factor.
15.38 1 15.38 9781537952130 2 School Library Journal (January 1, 2012) Gr 2-4-Jack and Annie travel to Victorian England and meet Dickens, who is suffering from writer's block (as he was famously known to do). The siblings take a page right out of Dickens's own book and summon the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future, an act they hope will result in the publication of A Christmas Carol. (c) Copyright 2012. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Guide (Spring 2011) In Victorian England, Charles Dickens's pen is quieted by writer's block; he's also dismayed by the plight of London's child laborers. Jack and Annie use magic to create three ghosts who visit Dickens, let loose his muse, and ultimately influence his next masterpiece. Magic Tree House fans won't be disappointed by this latest installment.
15.38 1 15.38 9781537951751 0
10.66 1 10.66 9781250852564 1 School Library Journal (January 1, 2023) Gr 3 Up-Cilantro the Chameleon will be familiar to fans of the InvestiGators series of graphic novels as a supporting character who wants to be a field agent like her colleagues Mango and Brash. Cilantro is delighted when she is given her first field assignment but confused when it appears that she will be working in a field that contains nothing but some crops and a scarecrow. As Cilantro and her partner, Monocle, explore their surroundings, they learn that everything is not what it seems. Soon they are involved in a weird, twisted, and funny adventure involving a strange farmer, some adorable sheep, mysterious crop circles, alien conspiracy theories, and even that scarecrow. The artwork is bold and bright, with plenty of eye-catching action and humor to keep readers hooked. Readers will root for Cilantro as she steps out of the InvestiGators' shadow and takes center stage in her own adventure. This book is the first volume of a new series that is a spinoff of the popular InvestiGators series, but it is not necessary to have read those books to appreciate or understand this one. However, readers who enjoy this book will probably want to read the first series to explore the rest of this universe. VERDICT For fans of the InvestiGators series, as well as any kids who enjoy funny mystery stories and graphic novels.-Andrea Lipinski © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
13.82 1 13.82 9786140133747 0
14.57 1 14.57 9780758759733 5 School Library Journal (August 1997) K-Gr 3--The hilarious antics of a housekeeper whose literal interpretations of her list of chores lead to some extremely funny messes. The translator maintains the humor and the plays on words found in the original English text, thus making this Spanish rendition free flowing and amusing. It is worth mentioning that the simple narrative is accessible to beginning readers. The brightly colored cartoon artwork is integral to the presentation, as many of the jokes are played out in the pictures. Fun fare.--Ruth Dlugos, NYPLHorn Book Guide (Spring 2018) Parish's first hilarious tale of the well-intentioned housekeeper's mishaps remains intact. Siebel's revised art (now in full-color) includes his original comical picture-book illustrations plus additional spot art to illuminate more text for emergent readers. Reissued as part of the sixtieth anniversary of the I Can Read series, this paper-over-board edition includes eight appended pages of the series' history and some background on beloved series characters.Horn Book Guide starred (Fall 2013) Parish's hilarious tale marks its fiftieth anniversary with this new edition, which includes Siebel's original comical illustrations. Though Amelia Bedelia's look has changed greatly over her storied book career, the kid-appeal of her well-intentioned mishaps hasn't waned. Commemorative back matter highlights the origins of the series and the lives of Amelia's creators, making this a worthy addition to any permanent collection.

5.81 1 5.81 9780064440196 0
4.83 1 4.83 9780063030398 0

15.38 1 15.38 9781544447261 2 School Library Journal (July 1, 2019) Gr 1-3-Adventurous, creative, and "mad" scientist Franny K. Stein first balks at her mother's suggestion that the fledgling inventor could improve her appearance by doing "kooky stuff" like dress nicely, fix her hair, and wear makeup. Then, industrious Franny sees an opportunity when she recalls that science is about exploring the unknown; and, what could be more perplexing than cosmetics? Franny and her canine lab assistant, Igor, get busy inventing new and improved beauty products like a bazooka that shoots makeup directly onto faces and shoes that grow long spiky heels. However, things get out of hand when Franny's miraculous hair-growing formula turns her regular pigtails into two out-of-control wild pigs made of purple hair! This zany tale will please readers familiar with Franny's antics. Black-and-white illustrations on every page enhance the silly story. VERDICT A tale of wild science packed with plenty of tongue-in-cheek puns that will earn a chuckle from emerging chapter book readers.-Tara Kehoe, Charlotte Mecklenburg Library, Charlotte, NC © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2019) Another science experiment literally goes hair-raisingly wrong. Following a 10-year hiatus, Franny returns to whip up more mad science in her bedroom laboratory. Initially rejecting her mother’s efforts to turn her on to hair spray and blow drying, Franny recalls that science is all about exploring the unknown (“Even if it’s the really super-weird stuff that moms like”) and so whips up a line of twisted beauty products. These include a Cosmetic Bazooka that blasts out whole, heavily made-up faces and “shoe polish” that turns high heels into really high heels. Eventually a version of the latter not only extends her pigtails to Rapunzel length, but brings them to life—whereupon they snip themselves off and rush out to menace every barber shop, salon, and furry pet in town. Cue a seesaw struggle which Franny, with help from her canine assistant Igor, ends by temporarily immobilizing her errant locks with hair spray and then presenting her mom with a new “fur” coat. Franny’s enthusiasm for hands-on experimentation, and the slightly menacing grimace she sports in many of the ink-and-wash cartoons that fill half or more of nearly every page, may add a certain raffish charm, but the quaint, not to say sexist, satiric tropes went stale long ago. Franny and her mom present white. A labored effort to revive a series that never was quite as clever as it tried to be. (Science fiction. 7-9)
14.55 1 14.55 9781626726444 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781250317162 4 School Library Journal Xpress starred (January 22, 2021) K-Gr 2-Mourning the death of the family dog, Charlie, Louise rows out to a small island beloved by him. Deer, chipmunks, and butterflies begin to appear and suddenly Louise comes face to face with a bear. Her emotions roil at the sight of the bear and she returns his roar with a scream, "Afraid yet...angry. Angry to be made afraid. Angry about Charlie." But Louise sees her emotions mirrored: "This bear. A familiar feeling. A familiar sadness." Each day Louise returns to the island as she and the bear help each other heal from grief. As the seasons change and winter arrives, Louise must say goodbye to the bear. The short sentences and spare text lend an immediacy to Louise's emotions while the loose, sketchy illustrations style use vignettes, storyboards, and full-page spreads to depict a visually stunning journey. Of particular impact is the wordless spread as Louise bids farewell to the bear before he goes into hibernation. The outdoors and its symbiotic relationship with Louise allows her to express herself, cope, remember, and adapt to the loss of Charlie. New beginnings are reflected in butterflies, smiles, changing seasons; an increasing use of color in the illustrations and a new puppy convey the hope of moving on from grief. VERDICT A poetically beautiful story of grief and healing mirrored in the natural world has a touch of magical realism as a young girl processes her emotions and realizes that endings lead to beginnings.-Ramarie Beaver, formerly at Plano P.L., TX © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2021) As in his Caldecott Medal-winning Wolf in the Snow (rev. 11/16), Cordell begins his story before the title page, a series of wordless images telling of loss and sadness -- a framed picture of a dog, a family portrait, objects being packed away -- ending with, "Goodbye, Charlie." The title page, with its colorful butterfly on a rock against a watery-blue backdrop, foreshadows the story's theme of transformation. The narrative continues with simple words: "On a lake, there was a house...on that lake, there was an island," to which protagonist Louise rows, alone. A brown palette mirrors the girl's sadness, but when butterflies appear on the island, and then a chipmunk and deer, the palette subtly lightens: "Something new and good was happening on the island." Then "ROOAARR," a bear appears. It scares Louise, until she recognizes in the creature "a familiar feeling. A familiar sadness." A circle encloses Louise and the bear and focuses on their shared emotions, then panels continue the narrative, portraying the growing friendship between the two. The youngest of listeners will likely accept a bear's presence on the island, but older readers may, like Louise, eventually wonder if the bear had ever really been there. Life comes full circle for our protagonist, literally, as the final illustration is Cordell's signature circle again enclosing Louise -- with a smile; the island in the background now green; and Milly, her new dog. [See the similarly themed The Boy and the Gorilla, reviewed on page 61.] Dean Schneider March/April 2021 p.53Booklist (December 15, 2020 (Vol. 117, No. 8)) Preschool-Grade 2. Louise and her parents, who live beside a lake, are grieving the loss of their dog, Charlie. Mom and Dad go about their chores inside, but Louise takes their boat to a nearby island, a place Charlie loved. There she senses changes: a flock of butterflies, tame deer, and a very large (and seemingly sad) bear. Bear and girl exchange roars but support each other over the coming weeks as life gradually improves for everyone. When Bear hibernates for the winter, Louise is bereft again, but a new puppy helps to ease the loss. Cordell's heartfelt story includes pen-and-ink illustrations, enlivened with watercolor and gouache. Brown tones predominate in the beginning illustrations (where sadness pervades); brighter hues appear once Louise and the bear (as well as Mom and Dad) begin to heal. Grief can be particularly difficult to address with young children, and Cordell wisely eschews the platitudes often associated with this emotion, choosing instead to demonstrate the healing powers of nature and time.
14.55 1 14.55 9781250245434 4 School Library Journal Xpress (June 14, 2019) PreS-Gr 1-At first, Bearnard is thrilled to receive a letter from the Queen of Storybook Land, inviting him to be in a book. The young bear loves the idea of children reading about him and has lots of ideas for his story. The more he thinks about it, however, the more anxious he becomes regarding what will be expected of him, and fear of the unknown begins to overwhelm him. Adults may need to connect references to other "bear" books such as Winnie-the-Pooh, Paddington, and The Three Bears, but even without that context children will laugh and sympathize with Bearnard's attempts to learn new skills. Gertie, Bearnard's duck friend, models ways that friends can help each other. She talks to Bearnard, distracts him with other activities, and helps him practice to get ready. The cheerful digital illustrations keep the tone light and include visual references to other stories, as well as a fun cover "meta-illustration" of Bearnard holding Bearnard's Book. VERDICT The story's reassuring message to be yourself because you are enough is presented in a humorous, non-didactic manner.-Lucinda Snyder Whitehurst, St. Christopher's School, Richmond, VA © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2019 (Online)) Grades K-2. Bearnard’s dream is coming true: The Queen of Storybook Land has invited him to be in a book! He envisions himself as a knight or astronaut and pictures delighted children reading his story in school, before bed, and even upside down on the playground. His joy quickly turns to doubt, however, when he realizes that he’s not sure what the book will be about. What if he has to float? (Bearnard can’t float.) What if he has to make a mess? (He hates messes.) As he prepares to face alarming scenarios inspired by other famous storybook bears, Bearnard’s goose friend Gertie cheers him on. Saburi’s charming Photoshop illustrations offer a colorful glimpse into Bearnard’s internal struggle and his ultimate triumph as he learns that he only needs to be brave enough to be himself. This latest from Underwood (Interstellar Cinderella, 2015) is a gentle take on overcoming anxiety that makes an excellent option for story time as it is sure to entertain and engage young listeners.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2018) Bearnard gets the chance to be in a book and must embrace his sense of self in the process. “I have always wanted to be in a book!” declares Bearnard as he reads his invitation from the Queen of Storybook Land. The anthropomorphic (though unclothed) bear imagines his story being read by children (with diverse skin tones) at bedtime, in school, or on the playground. Illustrator Saburi’s chunky black outlines couple with cozy pink, blue, and brown fills, making for relaxing illustrations that nevertheless pop. Most spreads contain a gentle floral wallpaper pattern in the background, building a homey feel, bolstered by bold typeface reminiscent of handwriting. Bearnard brainstorms with duck friend Gertie about the possibility of being a knight, an astronaut, or “Super Bear!” in the storybook. This provides an entry point for caregivers to engage with children about what they would be if starring in a book. Bearnard’s confidence waffles as he tries to emulate classic bear stories without success. Gertie guides Bearnard to see himself as brave and worthy just by being himself. Underwood’s social-emotional narrative and the action-oriented illustrations allow for layered reading—if a child is not ready to discuss what might make them brave, they will most certainly be entertained by the imaginative adventures of Bearnard and Gertie. Open Bearnard’s book for an alternative concept of bravery with humor, sweetness, and friendship at the core. (Picture book. 4-7)
17.21 1 17.21 9780358252108 2 School Library Journal starred (September 1, 2020) K-Gr 4-The collaborators behind Montgomery's 2018 memoir, How To Be a Good Creature, return for a picture book version. Vivid language and emotive illustrations effectively depict Montgomery's connection to animals. Montgomery observed the actions and behaviors of her first pet, a dog, which inspired her to learn more about animals. Her love of observation and research expanded to many more creatures, and her travels took her around the world. She lived in tents, hiked in jungles and deserts, and went wherever her work required her to go. The lessons she shared in her adult memoir have been reshaped for young readers. Green's illustrations depict warmth and tenderness in every line and stroke of gouache. VERDICT A thoughtful, gentle work that highlights the connection between animals and humans. This tender picture book will inspire reflection.-Nancy Call, formerly at Santa Cruz P.L., Aptos, CA © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews starred (August 1, 2020) Life lessons for young humans gleaned from a lifetime living with other creatures. Reprised for young readers from Montgomery’s memoir (for adults) How To Be a Good Creature, this picture book’s message is concise and clear: Humans are only one of many creatures to inhabit the Earth, and knowing, respecting, and learning from other creatures will help humans become better creatures themselves. The organization of the story is also clear and concise: A short piece of advice is augmented by a brief story relayed in accessible, direct language from the author’s personal experiences in a lifetime of observing and being around other creatures. “Make Your Own Family” describes the author’s family of hens, a dog, a pig, a husband, and neighbors; the poignant “Trust Tomorrow” relates a dark period that lightened with the unexpected arrival of a dog; and “See For Yourself” relays the author’s observations of the gentleness of the oft-reviled hyena. Other topics include seeking similarity, forgiveness, and the importance of small creatures. Avoiding triteness, the narrative establishes a connection between humans and other creatures as it teaches that respect for the animal world is a good way to become a good human, too. Green’s visually pleasing illustrations are rendered in a warm, earth-hued palette, and they have an uncomplicated design that effectively complements the story’s wise, authentic narrative. Montgomery presents White. Full of conviction, wisdom, and essential truths. (Picture book/memoir. 3-10)
19.01 1 19.01 9780805099195 5 School Library Journal (March 1, 2015) PreS-Gr 1-This early science picture book focuses on honeybees' fascinating ability to communicate with one another about the whereabouts of food sources. Through minimal language and large, colorful spreads, a bee is depicted finding a prairie full of flowers, returning to the hive, and performing a dance that will indicate the distance and location of pollen to the other worker bees. A concluding page provides more in-depth information about the dance and about the beehives. Rendered in collage with pastel pencil illustrations in tones of mustard, brown, and green, the illustrations portray the interior of a hive and of the stores within, as well as the fields of flowers outside. While attractive, the images do not always clarify the wording. On one spread, the subjects are described as having a "bendy-straw tongue," but the accompanying illustration shows only a bee perched on a flower, with no protruding tongue. VERDICT A good nonfiction read-aloud option; suitable for science and nature units.-Eva Elisabeth VonAncken, formerly at Trinity-Pawling School, Pawling, NY (c) Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 19)) Preschool-Grade 1. Flying out on “flower patrol,” a honeybee discovers a whole prairie in bloom. After tasting the flowers’ nectar, it races home and begins the “waggle dance” for the other bees, indicating the direction and distance of the flowers. The bees fly out to the prairie, collect nectar and pollen until sunset, and carry it back home. Chrustowski addresses the first bees directly in precisely worded sentences such as, “Sip sugary nectar with your bendy-straw tongue. Yum!” The second-person voice helps children imagine the bee’s point of view. Further explaining the communication dances of honeybees is an appended note, a useful feature for adults fielding questions about how the process works. Most kids, though, will pick up the fundamentals from the main text and enjoy the fun of making their own bee dances. In the end, that physical engagement will make basic information stick. Simple but information packed, the text reads aloud well. The handsome, large-scale illustrations—cut-paper collages highlighted with drawn elements—make this book a terrific classroom read-aloud choice for units on bees or prairies.Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2015) A honeybee scout finds a nectar-rich prairie and returns to the hive to tell her sisters. Brilliant colors capture readers right away, the morning sky honey yellow and the grass and foliage bright green. The prairie is a riot of color and variety--black-eyed Susans, purple coneflowers, bee balm, and more. The scout heads back to the hive for the titular dance, diagrammed against the comb. Chrustowski's simple language, appropriate for preschoolers and early-elementary children, captures the basics of the waggle dance in broad gestures: it describes a figure eight; its length indicates distance. Further detail is provided in an author's note. Cut-paper collage and colored pencils visually define bees, flowers, and hive boxes, both inside and out. The dance acts as the story's hinge; afterward a whole squadron of forager bees heads back to the prairie to gather nectar and pollen in another glut of color. The use of the second person invites children to identify first with the scout bee and then the foragers, a device that's reinforced by frequent close-ups. The tale is pleasingly bee-focused despite the depiction of a man-made hive; the emphasis is on bee communication and behavior, not beekeeping or protection, though respect for the insects is implicit. A tiny but remarkable one-day adventure that may well ignite entomological excitement in its readers. (Informational picture book. 3-7)
15.40 1 15.40 9780061996634 2 Booklist (July 2013 (Online)) Grades 3-6. In his latest outing, world-class slob Nate Wright alienates best buddy Francis by publicly revealing his middle name (“Butthurst”), responds to a posthypnotic suggestion by becoming an eerily obsessive neat freak, and loses a borrowed camera. The largely visual narrative is composed of pen-and-ink cartoon panels and comics pages that are linked by short passages of present-tense commentary and stocked with sound effects and coded messages. Peirce tidily resolves all three crises while leaving his Wimpy Kid alternate on top in the wake of a closely fought school Trivia Slam. Yuks galore, with a large, ready-made audience.Horn Book Guide (Fall 2013) Nate's best friend Francis thinks he's a slob, so Nate undergoes hypnosis to become neater. This humorous character shift combines with a mystery (who stole the school's yearbook camera?), Nate's first encounter with a bully, a trivia slam, and lots of amusing cartoons, making for an entertaining fifth series entry.
15.40 1 15.40 9780061944369 4 School Library Journal (December 1, 2010) Gr 3-6-Peirce's second book about Big Nate is clever and funny. For Mrs. Godfrey's newest special project, a research assignment on a great American, the sixth grader gets paired with the perfect A-plus student, Gina. Horrible as this seems, something great also occurs-Nate is picked as a Fleeceball team captain and has a chance to win the coveted Spoffy (Sports Played Only for Fun) trophy. Unfortunately, he is late to the gym when players are chosen, and Gina is on his team. The pacing of the text and the black-and-white comic-book illustrations give the story a fun and carefree rhythm. Readers will be delighted to pick this up and find great characters who will stay with them.-Patty Saidenberg, George Jackson Academy, New York City (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2010) Fans of Big Nate (rev. 7/10) will not be disappointed in the second book about Nate's continuing trials. Peirce gets all the details of a sixth-grade boy just right: the humiliation of first love and first hate, the monotony of school, the importance of sports, the relentlessness of bullies, and the goofiness of best friends. Nate is still smitten with the unattainable Jenny, but he also has a new woman in his life, grade-grubbing archnemesis Gina Hemphill-Toms. They are brought together by the fates and Mrs. Godfrey, who assigns them to be partners for a research paper about Ben Franklin. Gina worries that her A+ average is in jeopardy, and Nate worries that his fleeceball team might lose the Spoffy tournament or that he might die of embarrassment because Gina named the team the Kuddle Kittens. All this angst is tempered by Nate's talent for making hilarious lists and drawing comics. Though the final Ben Franklin presentation and fleeceball tournament come to a predictable end, readers learn that Gina is more than just a grade grubber and that Nate has some academic chops himself. Even the most jaded middle-schooler will find much to laugh about here. robin l. smithBooklist (February 1, 2011 (Vol. 107, No. 11)) Grades 3-6. Peirce’s mischievous grade-school hero returns for more misadventures in another blend of easy-reading narrative and comic-strip snippets modeled after the Diary of a Wimpy Kid books. In an unbelievable double stroke of bad luck, Nate gets paired with the insufferable brainiac Gina on a class project and stuck with her on his otherwise championship-worthy fleeceball (indoor baseball) team. Lessons are learned and comeuppances are delivered on both sides. This is a hearty dose of low-fiber fun for boys, and Peirce’s cartoon tidbits make the pages fly past with punch lines galore.

7.75 1 7.75 9781534480438 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2020) PreS-Gr 2-This story celebrates the moment in a child's life when they transition from a tricycle to a bicycle and all the joys and fears that come with that change. Trike is rusty and feels that Lulu has outgrown him. He remembers the many rides he and Lulu shared, braving the summer and surviving skinned knees. He longs for those days but knows that his fate is sealed when in rolls Bike, a shiny new gift for Lulu. Bike is fast, full of bells and whistles, and anxious to show off. Trike is concerned about safety, but Bike is young and full of energy. When Bike challenges Trike to a race, both learn important lessons about safety, sharing, friendship, and coexisting peacefully. The illustrations are simple, featuring the red Trike and teal Bike in their natural habitats, the garage, and the road. VERDICT Though a bit long, this picture book will appeal to a variety of readers. Children will enjoy the banter between these two bikes and the joy of their new riders.-Maegen Rose, Rye Country Day School, NY © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (January 1, 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 9)) Preschool-Grade 2. A lonely old tricycle reminisces about his good times with Lulu, who has outgrown him now. Suddenly, the garage door rumbles open and a snappy, young bicycle rolls in. Confiding that he’s “a secret surprise,” Bike whizzes around Trike and pops a wheelie. Feeling protective of Lulu, Trike tries to talk about her, but Bike won’t listen. They head out to the big hill, where reckless Bike veers off-road, unknowingly heading toward a cliff. Dashing up to collide with Bike, Trike prevents a dangerous fall and then jokes about their crash. Bike admits he has a lot to learn, and they become friends, just in time for Lulu’s birthday. Children will readily understand both characters’ points of view. The simple story has a well of genuine emotion, reflecting the attachment that many kids (and adults) feel for their tricycles and bicycles. Well-crafted and sometimes amusing, the text creates a sure sense of the characters, who spring to life in the quirky, imaginative illustrations, expressively “rendered in pencil and pixels.” A sure bet for read-aloud fun.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2019) A battered old tricycle and a new bike make friends—but not without hitting a few bumps in the road. Lulu and Trike have been together for years…but Lulu keeps getting bigger, and one day a brand-new birthday bike sails into the garage: “Watch this trick,” he crows, popping a wheelie and zooming through Hula Hoop. Ignoring Trike’s cautions about safety (“Aw, back off, old-timer”), Bike proposes a riderless race to the nearby woods. And so they’re off, with Trike struggling to keep up (“You can DO this,” he tells himself, “for Lulu and the way the two of us flew”). Then, seeing Bike careening heedlessly toward a cliff, Trike selflessly puts on an extra burst of speed to head off disaster with a mighty collision. “I guess I have a lot to learn,” says penitent Bike, and back to the garage they go, “two winners on wheels.” Verdick tells the tale in a characteristic mix of exuberant sound effects and euphonic phrasing, with short sentences making the relatively high page count fly. Along with kitting out shiny Bike with splendid streamers, lights, training wheels, and even a horn, Biggs pairs Lulu at the end with an equally thrilled little brother (both white) just the right size for a hand-me-down. Everyone’s indeed a winner here, and the subtle message about safety consciousness is likewise right on track. (Picture book. 4-7)
14.57 1 14.57 9780758760319 4 School Library Journal (June 1997) PreS-Gr 1--Capucilli and Schories team up again for another beginning reader featuring Biscuit the puppy. Here, the dog and his young owner find a duckling and reunite it with its family in the pond. Colorful and appealing watercolor illustrations, surrounded by ample white space, support the text. Biscuit's face is filled with new-puppy curiosity and his tail seems to be constantly wagging. Short, simple sentences in large-sized print contribute to the readability. Plenty of "quacks" and "woofs" encourage expressive telling aloud. Sure to be a popular choice.--Sharon R. Pearce, San Antonio Public Library, TXBooklist (Vol. 93, No. 17 (May 1, 1997)) Gr. 1. Biscuit, the adorable little tan puppy, finds something under the house. Is it a ball? A bone? No, it's a baby duckling that Biscuit's owner takes back to the pond. The duckling is reunited with its parents and siblings but still wants to follow its new friend Biscuit. Like the previous book, Biscuit (1996), this features short, very simple sentences and nice large shapes set against expanses of white space. Format and content make this just right as a My First I Can Read Book.Kirkus Reviews (1997) A bland throwback to another era in the My First I Can Read series. Biscuit (Biscuit, 1996, not reviewed, etc.) finds a duckling who has lost its parents. With the help of his girl owner, Biscuit reunites duckling and parents, with a dip in the drink and plenty of woofing and quacking to cement the friendship. Not much happens: The restricted vocabulary puts this book in a league with Dick and Jane's leaden exploits, and while the illustrations are sweet, they don't pack much oomph.
13.75 1 13.75 9781544418971 0
14.55 1 14.55 9781250207401 3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2018) PreS-Gr 2-Hoot, a stuffed owl, and Olive, a winsome and messy-haired girl, are best friends. Olive likes to experience adventures from the safety of her window seat, her nose in a book. Hoot prefers the real thing and promises to be brave enough for them both. "We can never be lost so long as I'm here and you're there, and here and there aren't very far apart," he tells the wary child. A simple balloon ride turns frightening during a rainstorm, ending safely as Hoot unties the helium balloons one at a time to ensure a soft landing. But a ride down the river scares them both, and Hoot feels defeated when he discovers a hole in his covering, and some stuffing leaking out. Now it is time for Olive to be brave enough for two, and end their adventure tucked into bed with a book. Voss's digitally colored pen-and-ink watercolor paintings are soft and lovely, with half-page smudgy thumbnail pencil drawings a sort of storyboard for the narrative. The language is similarly soft and lovely, and a bit Milnesque: "The pair rolled out, head over bottom, into a patch of grass." It's only natural that Voss's characters share a Pooh and Christopher Robin relationship; he is the illustrator of Sally Walker's 2015 title that tells the story of the real Winnie the Pooh. VERDICT The cover calls this a "Hoot & Olive Story,"suggesting there are more to come. Find room for this kind and gentle friendship story in most collections; perfect for one-on-one and small group sharing.-Lisa Lehmuller, Paul Cuffee Maritime Charter School, Providence © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2018) A girl overcomes fears and helps her favorite friend. Olive has a BFF—Hoot, a large, chubby toy owl. Olive likes her excitement in books, while Hoot’s eager for genuine adventures. When Hoot tells Olive he’s prepared a surprise for her that “could be a small bit scary,” she’s wary, declaring that she isn’t as brave as he. A balloon-powered flight higher than Olive appreciates ensues, as does a speedy boat ride. Through both exploits, Hoot reminds scared Olive he’ll keep her safe. Then Hoot discovers his bottom’s torn; he’s lost stuffing. Olive now declares she’ll “be brave enough for both of us.” Leading them both safely home, she repairs the rip. While sweet, this friendship story may confuse readers. Is Olive imagining the adventures, with Hoot the stand-in for her courage, or have the thrilling feats been propelled by the toy’s own agency? Kids may not mind, but some adults might frown that a girl repeatedly protests fearfulness while a male demonstrates daring ingenuity. Finally, what’s brave about walking home and sewing (another stereotyped female activity)? The artwork (rendered in watercolors, pen, and ink, and with colors added digitally) fares better, the illustrations displaying colorful, sweeping spreads and commanding aerial perspectives; occasionally, more-intimate black-line sketches appear in margins with text. Olive has pale skin, ruddy cheeks, button eyes, and wind-blown brown locks. A well-meaning but just so-so friendship story. (Picture book. 3-6)Publishers Weekly Annex (June 4, 2018) Olive is a little girl who, when it comes to adventure, prefers "the kind found in books." But her best friend, a stuffed owl named Hoot, promises her that he is "brave enough for both of us" and convinces her to come along on an escapade that starts with hot-air ballooning (powered by a multitude of birthday balloons) and ends on the high seas, with the balloon's basket as the boat. In his author-illustrator debut, Voss (illustrator of Sally Walker's Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-Pooh) tells a supportive story of friendship and taking chances, illustrated in burnished-toned compositions that take on a cinematic expansiveness. Hoot's initial gallantry and protectiveness is sweet ("We can never be lost," he says, "As long as I'm here and you're there, and here and there aren't very far apart"), but in the end, it's Olive who proves to be the steadfastly brave one: "I was afraid today .But you were brave. And you kept me safe," says Hoot. "Don't ever be afraid," Olive replies, "I'll always keep you safe." Ages 4-8. Agent: Catherine Drayton, InkWell Management. (June) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
19.01 1 19.01 9780593465882 3 School Library Journal (August 1, 2022) PreS-Gr 1-Bespectacled Betty, a spunky character in Witherspoon's own image, is a whirlwind of activity. After introducing herself and talking at length about how endlessly busy she is, Betty decides to give her smelly dog a bath because her friend Mae is coming over. Drawing on a memory of watching the groomers do it, she gathers a garden hose, an inflatable pool, and some bubbles, making an enormous mess in the process, just in time for brown-haired Mae to arrive for their play date. Luckily for Betty, Mae's pragmatic focus turns Betty's mistakes into the neighborhood dog-washing business. Yan's illustrations feature appealing cartoonish characters with oversized heads and large eyes, complementing the ebullient text that's interspersed with many idiosyncratic expressions involving biscuits. Witherspoon's willingness to make herself the fall girl in this tale helps put it over; despite the statement that "being busy is a great way to be," Betty's own frenzied activities cannot succeed without Mae's idea or calmer demeanor. This is a fun and high-spirited story for the fans of "Fancy Nancy," "Pinkalicious," or "Freckleface Strawberry." VERDICT A book that will undoubtedly find its way to many collections owing to the popularity of its author and the sweetness of its protagonist.-Yelena Voysey © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2022) Actor and author Witherspoon makes her picture-book debut. Betty, a light-skinned, bespectacled child with blond pigtails, was born busy. Constantly in motion, Betty builds big block towers, cartwheels around the house (underfoot, of course), and plays with the family’s “fantabulous” dog, Frank, who is stinky and dirty. That leads to a big, busy, bright idea that, predictably, caroms toward calamity yet drags along enough hilarity to be entertaining. With a little help from best friend Mae (light-skinned with dark hair), the catastrophe turns into a lucrative dog-washing business. Busy Betty is once again ready to rush off to the next big thing. Yan uses vivid, pastel colors for a spread of a group of diverse kids bringing their dogs to be washed, helping out, and having fun, while the grown-ups are muted and relegated to the background. Extreme angles in several of the illustrations effectively convey a sense of perpetual motion and heighten the story’s tension, drawing readers in. An especially effective, glitter-strewn spread portrays Frank looming large and seemingly running off the page while Betty looks on, stricken at the ensuing mess. Though it’s a familiar and easily resolved story, Witherspoon’s rollicking text never holds back, replete with amusing phrases such as “sweet cinnamon biscuits,” “bouncing biscuits,” and “busted biscuits.” As Betty says, “Being busy is a great way to be.” Young readers are sure to agree. (This book was reviewed digitally.) An entertaining, if light, addition to the growing shelf of celebrity-authored picture books. (Picture book. 4-7)Publishers Weekly (August 29, 2022) An impetuous child’s enthusiasm finds a worthy channel in this peppy picture book by Witherspoon (Whiskey in a Teacup, for adults), whose heroine’s boundless, big-cartwheel energy is both adorable and a little unnerving. "Sweet cinnamon biscuits, I love being busy!" proclaims young Betty, who enjoys "DOING things and MAKING things and playing ALL day long!" In polished cartooning by Yan (The Wishing Tree), Betty-portrayed with blond pigtails, pale skin, and big round spectacles-decides she’s watched enough dog-washing at the local pet store to scrub the family’s recalcitrant pug, Frank. Both Betty and Frank get increasingly messy as they tussle in an inflatable pool and Frank knocks into canisters of glitter, but Betty’s pale-skinned, dark-haired best friend Mae is able to peer through the chaos and see a great idea: "a bubble-blowing-dog-running-squeaky-clean-canine-scrubbing... BUSINESS!" Text leans heavily into positive messaging ("You have to focus to finish") and wordplay ("When we pool our ideas, we can do anything!" says Betty, pushing the pool into place). It may test some readers’ tolerance for perkiness, but it’s an earnest and unabashed celebration of youthful entrepreneurial zeal that feels very of the moment. Ages 3-7. Author’s agent: Cait Hoyt, CAA. Illustrator’s agent: Christy Ewers, CAT Agency. (Oct.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
12.94 1 12.94 9781537944890 0
16.31 1 16.31 9781442476578 6 School Library Journal (October 1, 2013) PreS-Gr 3-With his inimitable style and distinctive folk-art illustrations, Bryan tells a trickster tale from the French and English Antilles about a wild and fearless boy who doesn't flinch even when his grandma tells him stories of giants with two and three heads. He plays his flute ("Too-de-loo-de-loo-de-loot!") and sings: "Tanto, tanto, I'm wild and I'm free./Grandma's stories can't scare me./I'm bold! I'm brave! And though I may be small,/No many-headed giant scares ME at all!" However, encounters with both the two-headed and three-headed brothers in the jungle scare him a little, and when safely back at his Grandma's home he promises to behave: "Dear Grandma, now that I know FEAR,/I will be good, don't worry./If only you would tell me soon./FOUR-HEADED GIANT'S STORY!" The lilting, loosely rhymed text reads well aloud, and the tempera and watercolor, brightly hued illustrations flood the pages with color and action. The stylized giants are not too scary and the book could be used successfully in storytimes with children's participation.-Judith Constantinides, formerly at East Baton Rouge Parish Main Library, LA (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2013) The master storyteller offers a sprightly rhymed retelling of a folktale first collected on St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, by Elsie Clews Parsons and published in her Folk-Lore of the Antilles, French and English. The Booklist (September 1, 2013 (Vol. 110, No. 1)) Grades K-3. At first glance, this feels like a familiar cautionary tale in which the small boy who fears nothing will learn a lesson in humility. Unafraid of lions or many-headed giants, this boy is certainly a “willful, thrillful child” who makes the adults in his life despair. But what does at last scare him turns this into a celebration of children’s unfettered curiosity and daring. Bryan’s lyrical poetry might be best read out loud: “The giant massacred the song; the scared boy’s ears were ringing. / He hoped he’d never hear again, such awful off-key singing.” The buoyant watercolors, bordered in a stained-glass design, complement the musicality of the text, mitigating any sense of fear—for example, Giant Three Heads guffaws through wide, goofy grins. In the end, this mischievous boy outsmarts all the demons and runs home and into the arms of his loving grandma. He changes his song to assure her that his escapades have taught him about fear, and he promises to be good from now on. Or for at least a little while.
15.38 1 15.38 9781489879998 1 Horn Book Guide (Fall 2014) A field trip to the zoo has longtime pals Eugene and Charlie and new friend Sally excited, especially about seeing elephants. When a large dog, a suspicious zoo guide, arch-enemy Meredith, and a seemingly empty elephant habitat threaten their goal, their alter-ego superheroes save the day. New readers probably won't mind the simplistic plot. Black-and-white cartoons include crude drawings attributed to Eugene.
12.60 1 12.60 9781338864311 4 Booklist (Vol. 96, No. 2 (September 15, 1999)) Gr. 4-6. In their third "epic" adventure, George and Harold show just what you get when you expect fourth-graders "to sit still and pay attention for seven hours a day." An introductory cartoon strip, "Wedgie Wars," takes parody and bad spelling to new depths. Mr. Krupp, the principal, still turns into Captain Underpants at the snap of a finger--and gains new superpowers before the end of the book. And there are fart jokes, dead jokes, the "Toilet Paper of Justice," sly references to everything from Batman to the Wizard of Oz, and a "Flip-O-Rama" featuring "incredibly graphic violence" (not really). What can you say about a book in which space aliens are named Zorx, Klax, and Jennifer? Or about the incredibly tasteless cafeteria lady jokes? And what can you say about the next in the series, which will feature a character named Professor Poopypants? You know how many copies you'll need to buy.Kirkus Reviews (1999) Once again, it's Wedgie Power to the rescue, in a book subtitled "And the Invasion of the Incredibly Naughty Cafeteria Ladies from Outer Space (and the Subsequent Assault of the Equally Evil Lunchroom Zombie Nerds)." When aliens Zorx, Klax, and Jennifer launch their invasion of Earth by converting the students and teachers of the Jerome Horwitz Elementary School into an army of zombies with pocket protectors, it's up to inveterate troublemakers George and Harold, with their feckless ally Captain Underpants (he's the mean principal's alter-ego), to save the planet. The deed is done in a crowd-pleasing welter of plot twists and bathroom humor, wisecracks and free shots at school food; Pilkey's black-and-white cartoons move from crudely-drawn comic books created by the boys to pages that readers are required to flip back and forth for an animated effect. As in the previous appearances of Captain Underpants (The Adventures of Captain Underpants, 1997, etc.), this gross but not gruesome adventure will have fans looking forward to the upcoming (and obviously perfectly tasteful) Captain Underpants and the Perilous Plot of Professor Poopypants.Publishers Weekly (July 19, 1999) Fourth-grade cut-ups Harold and George and their principal-turned-superhero are as funny as ever in Pilkey's third Captain Underpants caper. (For those in the dark, the superhero in question is an underwear-clad, toilet-paper-toting crusader for "Truth, Justice, and ALL that is Preshrunk and Cottony"). As in the earlier installments, this zany tale adopts a variety of formats, including sprightly illustrated text; reproductions of the two boys' homemade comic books; and "flip-o-rama" pages that replicate "world-famous cheesy animation technique." Captain Underpants and his errant students here go up against a trio of aliens posing as lunch ladies. Suddenly students begin turning into "zombie nerds": "Look," says George, "They're all wearing broken eyeglasses held together with masking tape... and they've got vinyl pocket protectors!!!" It's all part of the aliens' quest to take over the world: "It won't be long now," says the evil Klax. "Tomorrow we'll feed them Super Evil Rapid-Growth Juice! Then they will grow to the size of Zleqxisfp trees." Those with a limited tolerance for the silly need not apply to the Captain Underpants fan club, yet its legion members will plunge happily into his latest bumbling adventure. Ages 7-10. (Sept.) Copyright 1999 Cahners Business Information.

9.47 1 9.47 9780062330697 4 Booklist (March 1, 2017 (Online)) Grades 4-6. Smart, dedicated canine Chester dreams of becoming a service dog, but his sensitivity to loud noises dashes his hopes. Instead he is adopted by the family of a nonverbal autistic child to serve as an unofficial therapy dog. Though often confused by Gus, patient Chester perseveres. The theme of human-dog communication is further explored in a sometimes clunky side plot about Chester’s trainer, Penny, who is convinced that Chester can learn to read, and even kidnaps him for a short time, believing that he is not reaching his full potential as Gus’s therapy dog. Chester narrates the story, providing quiet humor as he attempts to comprehend humans. The canine narrator is a handy way of getting into the mind of a nonverbal character, making the theme of severe autism more approachable. Most middle-grade novels about autism focus on the higher end of the spectrum, so this novel stands out. Though slow and sometimes wooden, this provides children with a way to better understand and empathize with their special-needs peers.Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2017) After his fear of loud noises causes him to fail his service dog training, Chester, a supersmart chocolate Lab, becomes a support dog to Gus, a white 10-year-old boy with nonverbal autism. Chester’s relationship with his trainer, who’s unprofessionally obsessed with teaching him to read, forecasts the book’s central heartache: “I loved her so much, but I don’t think that’s enough for people to understand what you’re trying to say.” While narrating his own canine views on family and loneliness, Chester also interprets Gus’ often misunderstood behaviors. McGovern frequently parallels boy and dog as both struggle to be understood by those they love, and communication becomes paramount when Chester senses a frightening change in Gus and Gus falls victim to a bully. Gus’ gradual, subtle interactions with his classmates ring true and sympathetic. However, Chester and Gus also “think-talk” to each other (and possibly to a motherly Jamaican woman) via telepathy, a device that cheapens their bond as much as it forges it. Though telepathy provides convenient access to Gus’ thoughts, interests, and feelings, it also perpetuates tired extrasensory tropes and implies that empathizing with autistic people requires a quasi-magical gift. The ostensibly happy resolution to a plot contrivance requires Gus’ misfortune, creating more dissonance than satisfaction. A bittersweet, vexing glimpse of a less-portrayed point on the autism spectrum. (Fiction. 9-13)Publishers Weekly (January 30, 2017) Chester can't talk; Gus can, sometimes, but it's hard for him. Can they communicate and trust each other? Chester is a chocolate lab, and Gus is a fifth grader with autism whose family hopes he'll be more interactive at school with Chester around. Chester may not have passed his service test (he's skittish around loud noises), but he's smart enough to know what "his person" needs, and he does a fine and believable job narrating this book. Always attentive to Gus, the boy's ever-hopeful parents, and the kids and adults at school, Chester shows Gus's struggle to convey his desires and be more independent. Chester has some similar difficulties, and McGovern (Just My Luck) emphasizes his eagerness and empathy, as well as his limitations: although Chester's trainer convinces herself that the dog can read, Chester knows that's silly. Meanwhile, readers can debate how literally to take the idea that Chester does find a way to talk-at least to those who are willing to listen. Whatever they decide, they'll be charmed by Chester's warmth and loyalty. Ages 8-12. Agent: Margaret Riley, William Morris Endeavor. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
10.32 1 10.32 9781443160421 0
17.21 1 17.21 9780062570673 3 Booklist (April 15, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 16)) Grades K-2. Relentlessly mocked at School of Fish for his size, clumsy and bookish Bertie the cod is at last driven to eating his diminutive tormentors, plus anyone else who happens along (“‘Mmmmmm,’ said Bertie. ‘School nurse’”). But are his victims repentant when, inspired by an episode in Pinocchio, he sneezes them out unharmed? No, they are not—not until he gulps them down again to protect them from a shark, and then courageously sends the predator on his way with a barrage of shark facts. Gathering on the endpapers for a gallery of silly yearbook photos (and strongly resembling UglyDoll spin-offs), the pop-eyed, blobby-lipped fish in Chapman’s garishly colored cartoon scenes wear clothes, sport fashionably trimmed head fins, occasionally swim but mostly walk the school halls . . . and are last seen meekly lining up to have their books wanded out by the rotund, chubby-cheeked new junior librarian they had so recently fat-shamed. Bullyophagy may not be a feasible strategy for most readers, but it does have its virtues.Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2019) A big cod’s struggles with bullying come to an end when he saves the school from a shark. Bertie is one huge cod, towering over every other student in his school. Because they fear him and his strength, they side with Maxwell in his bullying of Bertie, chiming in when Maxwell asks, “Hey guys, what’s this beast’s name again?” “CODZILLA!” Bertie might be a bit clumsy, but he is a gentle cod who loves to read about sharks in the school library. But even mild-mannered fish can get pushed too far, and when running, hiding, and playing dead don’t alleviate the bullying, Bertie takes care of Maxwell by eating him…and all the witnesses. Their racket drives Bertie to sneeze them out again, but the bullying gets worse until the day Bertie turns hero by putting all his shark knowledge (and his huge stomach capacity) to good use. While it’s refreshing to see the reversal of size stereotypes, with a small bully and a large target, it’s unfortunate that the bullying only ends when Bertie becomes useful. The fish in Chapman’s Photoshop illustrations are shaped like bullets with various colored and shaped fins and remarkably expressive, rather goofy faces. All “walk” upright on their fins, and the atmosphere is extremely dry despite the presence of watery plants and the occasional bubble. Don’t miss the titles of the library books. This fish tail is amusing, though it won’t help kids who find themselves in Bertie’s shoes. (Picture book. 4-8)Publishers Weekly (March 25, 2019) In this comical story of individuality and ingenuity, a giant orange codfish must find a way to embrace his size. Gentle giant and shark-fact enthusiast Bertie towers over his classmates, making an easy target for Maxwell, a fellow cod who persuades classmates to call the fish Codzilla. Pushed to his limit, Bertie snaps; he eats Maxwell and hopes that's the end of it, but when others protest, the enormous cod is forced to gobble up more classmates (even the school nurse). The opportunity to set things right soon presents itself in the form of a hungry, jacket-wearing shark, against whom Bertie's size and shark expertise proves deeply useful. Cartoon illustrations by Chapman (Vegetables in Underwear) plainly convey the silliness of the fishy tale by Zeltser (The Night Library) while communicating the very real emotions-anxiety, guilt, and satisfaction-that Bertie's situation evokes. Ages 4-8. Author's agent: Ammi-Joan Paquette, Erin Murphy Literary Agency. Illustrator's agent: Rebecca Sherman, Writers House. (June) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
17.21 1 17.21 9780316465717 4 School Library Journal (April 1, 2020) PreS-Gr 1-In this companion to Pearl, Idle tells the tale of three mermaids-Coral, who creates the reef; Filly, who looks after the fish in the reef; and Manta, who raises the sharks and rays that eat the reef fish, keeping it in balance. The three live in harmony, each doing their part to keep the reef healthy, until one day Coral finds an empty hollow in the reef and decides that she wants to be alone and keep it to herself. When her friends find her there, in a flash of anger, she banishes them from her empty spot on the reef. Amid a now colorless, lifeless reef, Coral realizes her mistake and she sets out to make it right. A full-page spread with Coral on one side shows her reaching out to her friends on the opposite side. She tells them she can't make it a home without them. The three then restore life-and color-back to the reef, making it their home again. The colorful illustrations are reminiscent of an animated, kid-friendly short film and will appeal to young readers. VERDICT A vibrant offering with an environmentally friendly message about collaboration and the interconnectedness that exists in nature and life in order to maintain an essential balance and optimal results. Fans of the first installment will be thrilled with this follow-up.-Megan Kilgallen, Packer Collegiate Institute, Brooklyn © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2020) Idle returns to the world under the sea in this follow-up to Pearl (rev. 9/18). Mermaids Coral, Filly, and Manta live together harmoniously, each with her own responsibilities to their shared ocean home. Filly tends the little fish; Manta, the fishesâçBooklist (March 15, 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 14)) Coral, Filly, and Manta are three mermaids who coexist well in their beautiful teal sea, each caring for part of the underwater world. Coral maintains the reefs, Filly cares for the small fish, and Manta takes charge of the stingrays and sharks. All is well until Coral discovers a refuge in the reef where she can be alone, away from the rest of sea life. When Filly and Manta discover what Coral has decided to keep only for herself, they try to convince her to share, but Coral's angry words drive her friends away. She soon realizes that isolation is not much fun and reaches out to her friends to "make it right." The mainly blue, pink, and yellow pastel illustrations in Prismacolor pencils begin to fade after the disagreement, as lonely Coral and her reef turn pale and colorless. An appealing variety of perspectives are used to create the charming margin-to-margin pictures. This gentle tale's morals of caring for our friends and working together to take responsibility for our environment are important messages for young children.
15.40 1 15.40 9780759554870 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2022) K-Gr 3-Best friends Cornbread and Poppy, two mice, are an odd couple. Cornbread is carefully preparing for winter, but Poppy is "not one to worry." In events reminiscent of Aesop's "The Ants and the Grasshopper" fable, Poppy decides to forage for supplies too late. The friends visit all their neighbors, but there is nothing left, so they decide to brave the dangers of Holler Mountain. Although the trip is dangerous, Poppy and Cornbread draw courage from their closeness. Each scene reveals more of the character's personalities; Cornbread's careful planning (complete with clipboard) is contrasted with Poppy's breezy, procrastinating attitude. Cordell's charming pen-and-ink illustrations with watercolor lend a feeling of coziness to this tale of friends who are different. Their facial expressions range from delighted smiles as they enjoy bike rides together to wide-eyed shrieks of terror as they confront the dangers of the mountain. A sense of suspense moves readers from one chapter to the next, as does the thrill of a winged shadow looming over the duo, or the delight when they discover an old acquaintance. Short sentences and repetition of key phrases make the story easy to follow for those transitioning to early chapter books, while the art clearly captures the emotional tone. VERDICT A perfect choice for fans of Jacqueline Davies's "Sydney and Taylor" series, and other dynamic duos.-Suzanne Costner © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (December 15, 2021 (Vol. 118, No. 8)) Preschool-Grade 2. As winter’s first snowflakes fall, a well-Kirkus Reviews starred (May 15, 2022) Two mouse best friends approach life differently. Cornbread’s an organized, detail-oriented planner; he gathered his winter food supplies and stocked his shelves in advance: No risk taker, he. Not so pal Poppy. She’s always busy biking, hiking, and having adventures. “Nah, I’ll do it later,” is her motto. Unfortunately, she realizes too late that “later” has arrived and she’s got nothing put by. After searching, she and Cornbread discover there’s no food left anywhere. The only solution, Poppy concludes, is to forage on Holler Mountain, a dreaded place where no one dares venture. Cornbread doesn’t want Poppy to make the fearsome trek alone, so they bravely climb together. The terrified pair have some very unexpected encounters, including with a long-presumed-gone friend, who happens to possess a vast supply of food, which she generously shares with Poppy. When they arrive home, Cornbread’s perspectives on fun have changed! This cute, easy chapter book is a gently humorous tale about steadfast friends with opposite personalities. The bond between the murine buddies is sweet and convincing, and children will enjoy the friends’ lively exploits. Cordell’s trademark loose artwork, rendered in pen and ink with watercolor, is energetic and wonderfully captures gray Cornbread’s and tan Poppy’s activities, easy camaraderie, and expressive faces. Many illustrations appear as panels and insets. (This book was reviewed digitally.) A delightful new series gets off to a charming start. (Early chapter book. 4-8)
17.49 1 17.49 9781549088063 0
15.37 1 15.37 9798890980243 0
18.11 1 18.11 9780525518068 4 Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2020) In this beautifully rendered study of contrasts and commonalities, Dairman imagines a girl and boy from two different biomes in India. Split pages portray the girl going about her day collecting firewood with her family, embroidering patterns with her grandmother, and eating family meals under the desert sky (the back matter indicates that the community is the Rabari nomadic tribe). The yellows of the girlâçBooklist (April 15, 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 16)) Grades K-2. In an author’s note, Dairman explains that this story was inspired by the lifestyles of the Rabari people who live in northwestern India. Their lives, as we see in this very simple yet poignant book, are intimately connected to the environment. Young readers will find the jaunty rhyme of the narrative fun to follow as they are visually treated to detailed panels depicting the lives of a girl who lives in the desert and a boy who lives in a village where monsoon rains can force migration. The book juxtaposes the ways in which fabric, routines, chores, and traditions are different in the dry and rainy environments, shaping the lives of the inhabitants. Expressive faces and dynamic gestures complete the meaning behind the spare text on each page. When rain and dust storms force both groups of people into a single location, the union is a happy one, but the implications of continued environmental change linger underneath.Kirkus Reviews starred (March 15, 2020) Dairman draws inspiration from the Rabari people, an Indigenous group of nomadic herders and shepherds that live in northwest India, to showcase how two children live and thrive in the era of climate change. Clipped couplets imagine a nomadic desert girl and a village-dwelling boy and how their lives intersect when the former’s family travels in search of water and the latter’s family seeks to escape it. Paneled pages compare and contrast the children’s experiences. “Patterned veil. / Covered hair” depicts the girl’s mother with a flowing veil and the boy’s father winding a turban on. “Trek for water. / Head to school” reveals two different journeys. Readers see how extreme weather threatens both ways of life before, at the end of the book, both children find higher ground and dance together: “Thirst quenched. / Dry and sound. // Round the fire, / songs of joy.” Bangalore-based Sreenivasan’s extensive research is evident in her saturated, detailed illustrations of families, plants, animals, and nomadic and village life. Dairman’s author’s note provides context and emphasizes that extreme dry and wet weather “will continue to put…lives…in very real danger.” Text and illustrations work beautifully in concert: Desert and monsoon scenes each have a distinctive color palette—golds, rusts, and reds; violets, greens, and blues—and variations in page composition and panel placement create necessary narrative tension. A beautiful and important book about climate change featuring those who are most affected by it. (Picture book. 4-8)
19.01 1 19.01 9780060001506 6 School Library Journal (October 1, 2003) PreS-Gr 3-A baseball-capped crawler gives readers an episodic glimpse into the vicissitudes of his life in these hilarious diary entries. Difficulties such as having no arms, having a head that looks a lot like your rear end, and facing the dangers imposed by people digging for bait are balanced by a loving family and good friends. The young protagonist describes playing with his friend Spider, engaging in a variety of activities at school, and interacting with his parents and sister. Packed into these droll slice-of-worm-life vignettes are a few facts about earthworms and their behavior, all rendered with a dry sense of humor. The full-color watercolor-and-ink illustrations sprawl across the pages in lush earth tones. Bliss's cartoons give the worms lots of personality without overly anthropomorphizing them. The use of multiple perspectives will have children eagerly looking at the pictures to identify objects and locales. Primary-grade youngsters will especially appreciate the classroom scenes. This quirky worm's-eye view of the world makes these ubiquitous invertebrates a little more understandable and a lot more fun.-Marge Loch-Wouters, Menasha's Public Library, WI Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2003) He wears a red baseball cap, likes to tease his sister, and sometimes gets in trouble at school. Oh, and he's also a worm. Pithy diary entries ("April 4. Fishing season started today. We all dug deeper") record the ups and downs of this worm's life at home, in the classroom, and hanging out with his pal Spider. Cronin (Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type, rev. 3/00) places her protagonist in situations that every kid can relate to ("I forgot my lunch today"), then adds a humorous twist specific to worms ("I got so hungry that I ate my homework"). So when the students do the hokey pokey at a school dance, they quickly discover that, after putting your head in and taking your head out, there isn't much else a worm can do. And how does a worm insult his older sister? "I told her that no matter how much time she spends looking in the mirror, her face will always look just like her rear end." Bliss's whimsical cartoonish illustrations depict events from a worm's-eye view: objects above the ground -- including a shovel, a dog, and a girl playing hopscotch -- dwarf the protagonist, who uses a bottle cap for a chair and a toadstool for a desk. The endpapers, which resemble scrapbook pages containing snapshots of the worm family on vacation (at Compost Island) and a report card (our hero gets an A in tunneling and "works well with others"), add to the fun. The book also includes the gentlest of ecological messages. Noting that tunneling worms help the earth breathe, the narrator concludes that, although people may not pay much attention to worms, "the earth never forgets we're here."Booklist (October 1, 2003 (Vol. 100, No. 3)) PreS-Gr. 1. The verbal puns and the wry, colorful cartoons create a funny worm's-eye view of the world in this playful picture book. There's no sustained story here, as there was in Cronin's wonderful Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type (2000), but the hilarious vignettes of the worm-child with his family, friends, and enemies show the absurd in humans as much as in the wriggling creatures in the earth. When the worm forgets his lunch, he eats his homework, and he loves telling his older sister that her face will always look like her rear end. One advantage of being a worm is that he never has to go to the dentist: no cavities. "No teeth, either," says Dr. D. Kay. The pictures are both silly and affectionate, whether the worm holds a pencil or hugs his favorite pile of dirt. And there's always the elemental child appeal of how it feels to be tiny in a world of giants.
18.11 1 18.11 9781524718527 4 School Library Journal (October 1, 2019) Gr 1-3-In an explosion of vibrant color (thanks to Rudy Gutierrez's liquid acrylics), young Nic wins kudos for his double bass solo with the school orchestra, but faces a tough journey home. Lugging his beloved (but bulky) bull fiddle, the boy is harassed and taunted on his long trip, and is finally faced with an out-of-service elevator and multiple flights of stairs. Happily, he finds not only his loving grandfather waiting for him, but some of granddaddy's jazz-playing buddies sitting with their instruments at the ready, sorely in need of that boy and his bull fiddle. Colorful, full of movement, limited in text but loaded with emotion, this is an ode to the diversity of music and the determination of a talented kid. VERDICT A dramatic and emotional selection for older readers than the usual picture book audience, particularly kids who love music and have had their own tough journeys home. -Patricia Manning, formerly at Eastchester Public Library, NY © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (September 15, 2019 (Vol. 116, No. 2)) Preschool-Grade 2. Young Nic plays an “epic” bass solo with his school orchestra and then travels across town to jam with a band made up of older musicians in this briefly worded tale of a boy who loves making music. A growling dog, a couple of teasing kids, a crowded bus, a cloudburst, and a broken elevator are not enough to discourage the boy from reaching his destination. Onomatopoeia and dialogue make up the few words used in the text. Gutierrez’s acrylic paintings in rich colors exude movement and energy while delineating the sounds of the child’s day, which he plays on his bass. Musical notes and measures decorate some pictures, while others show Nic in the background as he trudges along the street, carrying his huge bass. One intriguing double spread reveals an M. C. Escher–like staircase that seems endless to Nic as he lugs his instrument to his destination. The dreamy look on Nic’s face clearly reveals the "zone" he enters when playing music, and readers will understand that Nic’s talent brings him great joy.Kirkus Reviews starred (August 15, 2019) A young musician is inspired by the beat and rhythm of his commute. Nic’s journey begins with an enthusiastic “Ziiiiiiiiiiip!” and a contemplative “Hummmmm…” as he’s applauded in orchestra. Then, with his double bass strapped to his back, he trades the trees and space of his suburban school for towering buildings and city buses. He dodges dogs, bullies, and rain, hustling home to warm hugs and a jazz jam session replete with onomatopoeic improvisations taken from his commute. The, “whoosh” of the bus’s windshield wipers pairs with the “plunk” of rain and the “clap” of his classmates as Nic releases the sounds and sights of the afternoon through his music. Acrylic-paint illustrations include geometric squiggles and swirls that outline and emphasize musical vibrations and the spare, expressive text. Defined shapes are rendered in a vibrant palette that brings out the range of colors present in the characters’ skin tones. Nic, who presents black, is a blend of blues, blacks, golds, and reds, with his boxy, spiked hair a muted mixture of oranges, browns, pinks, and greens. One exceptional double-page spread uses interlocking triangles to separate scenes that capture Nic’s movement from the suburbs to the city. This journey is also expressed in the stenciled endpapers, the front showing Nic in his orchestra and the back, at home, jamming. Simple language complements complex paintings to create the perfect literary melody. (Picture book. 4-9)
7.75 1 7.75 9780142409053 5 School Library Journal (March 1, 2006) Gr 3-5-In alternating chapters, two fourth graders tell about the development of their unlikely friendship. Drita is a refugee from Kosova who, along with her family, is finally joining her father in New York City. In a cramped apartment and without connections or language skills, her mother sinks into a serious depression, while the girl struggles to find her place in school. Maxie, a precocious African-American child who lives with her supportive grandmother and her widowed father, struggles, too; she's in constant trouble in school for her comedic efforts since her mother died. When she sees a news report on Kosova, she decides to do a project on Albanian refugees, focusing on Drita. The girls find common ground, and when Maxie's grandmother, a retired nurse, sweeps in to rescue Drita's mother, the families forge a bond as well. Maxie's attempts to help Drita understand American ways are touching, and Drita's understanding of her friend's loss is a testament to the emotional intelligence of children. Drita's story resonates with the bravery of an individual determined to become part of her new country while retaining the love of her homeland. Maxie has the cocky voice of a girl who is trying too hard to disguise her pain. More a tale of the power of love than of refugees, this first novel is imbued with the language and customs of Kosova as well as the efforts of a family attempting to regain balance. Read it aloud to groups and let the conversations begin.-Susan Oliver, Tampa-Hillsborough Public Library System, FL Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.Booklist (May 1, 2006 (Vol. 102, No. 17)) cpg1252 Gr. 3-5. Drita, 10, is a Muslim Albanian refugee from Kosovo and a stranger in her fourth-grade classroom in Brooklyn, New York. Maxie is African American, one of the in-crowd that wants nothing to do with the newcomer--until her social studies teacher charges her with interviewing Drita about her story. The two girls speak in alternating first-person narratives that reveal both their differences and their connections: Drita's mother is having a breakdown; Maxie cannot confront her grief about her mother's death in a car accident three years before. Most moving is Drita's surprise about the ethnic mix in her classroom; in Albania a wall separates Serb students from Muslims. The message connecting schoolyard bullying with war is heavy, but the girls' growing friendship and respect for one another is poignant, as is the climax when Maxie presents her report about what Drita left behind. Steer slightly older children wanting more about the Balkan war to Nadja Halilbegovich's My Childhood under Fire: A Sarejevo Diary0 (2006).Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2006) Two girls from different worlds and cultures come together in this deft representation of immigration and multicultural friendship. Escaping the horror of war, persecution and destruction of their Albanian life, Drita and her family emigrate from Kosovo to New York City. Thrown into the school environment of rival groups and peer discrimination, Drita's lack of English, coupled with her refugee status, immediately places her in a vulnerable position. Simultaneously, Maxie, a typical urban African-American girl, struggles to stay out of trouble despite peer influences and is assigned the task of learning about the new girl as part of her social-studies project. Brought together in this way, the two girls overcome barriers of language and custom to resolve issues they both have in common. Alternating chapters in the voice of each girl reveal more similarities than differences. Both are missing mothers; Maxie is still adjusting to the accidental death of hers, while Drita is coping with her mother's debilitating depression since leaving their war-torn country. Loving and level-headed grandmothers act as surrogates. Lombard does a fine job of portraying characters displaying growth through some serious circumstances while maintaining their childlike qualities. (Fiction. 9-12)

13.58 1 13.58 9798891783478 0
18.11 1 18.11 9780593487167 4 School Library Journal Xpress (September 27, 2024) PreS-Gr 2-Santa Claus is hiring for lead reindeer. When Elmore the moose reads the ad in the newspaper, he decides to apply. His enthusiasm gets him an interview, but when he fails to fly, Santa sends him back home. Through a series of handwritten letters delivered back and forth between the two, Santa agrees to give Elmore multiple chances to prove himself. The letters give readers an inside peek to the emotions each character is feeling. With Santa's belief in him, Elmore keeps trying to improve himself; he even tries to fly. Mixed throughout the spreads are snowman, Mrs. Claus, various elves and reindeer, and a surprise animal named Abner that will make children chuckle when they see the kind of animal Santa has made a spot for at the North Pole. This book will have readers wondering what job Santa will eventually have for Elmore. When they finally see what sweet duties it entails, they will cheer for Elmore and clamor for the next book, as the author provides hints of a follow-up with a new ad involving elves. Christmas colors of green, red, and gold dominate the playful artwork. VERDICT Recommended. Children will love all the tenderness these kindhearted characters will add to the holidays.-Tanya Boudreau © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2024) Elmore the moose applies for his dream job as one of Santa's reindeer, but there's one problem: he can't fly. Santa eventually figures out a different job for Elmore that fits his skill set: Official Manager of Assorted Goodies, Treats, and Sugary Delights. Boldt's cartoon-style illustrations playfully embrace the absurdity of Petty's story (e.g., Santa hires a flying walrus named Abner to pull his sleigh). Handwritten letters between Elmore and Santa add to the dynamic page compositions, and entertaining North Pole classified ad pages for endpapers round out this "Christmas kind of story." Cynthia K. Ritter November/December 2024 p.16Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2024) Santa tells readers about an unusual Christmas. Santa has a job opening, since Prancer will be attending a ventriloquist convention this year. So Elmore, a moose who’s long dreamed of pulling Santa’s sleigh, applies. He writes a letter to Santa describing his qualifications: He’s a “go-getter” with a “good sense of direction” who’s mostly overcome his elf phobia. Santa agrees to meet him but immediately notices that Elmore isn’t a reindeer. Elmore is sent home but mails another letter, promising to “hit the ground running.” Invited back, Elmore accomplishes just that: He remains on the ground. Back home, Elmore writes again, apologizing for omitting the “can’t fly” thing. Believing in the power of Christmas miracles, Santa decides to give Elmore another try. But Elmore, having made several unsuccessful attempts at flying, writes another letter wishing Santa good luck finding someone else and enclosing a batch of Chocolate Moose Cookies. This time, Santa offers Elmore a different job. This comical, warmhearted story with an original twist will not only have kids giggling and rooting for Elmore; it will also confirm their belief that wonders really do happen at Christmas. Elmore’s tongue-in-cheek correspondence will elicit belly laughs. Nervous Elmore, in his necktie, cuts an endearing figure, as does gentle, brown-skinned Santa, eager to find a place for the wayward moose. Boldt’s energetic cartoon illustrations are rife with fun details; note the riotous “classified ads” in front and back endpapers. Santa’s elves are racially diverse. A delightful Christmas tale that has it all—holiday cheer, joy, and a most persistent moose. (Picture book. 5-8)
18.11 1 18.11 9780823444274 5 School Library Journal starred (June 1, 2022) K-Gr 3-What a pleasure to see sprawling urban neighborhood scenes with every kind of adult, child, and dog imaginable, all packed into a picture book. For children who love dogs, this sweet story, charmingly limned by Cordell, follows a grandmother and her grandson, Louis, as they spend time trying to remedy a problem. Louis, resembling a sheepdog with black bangs hiding most of his face, canvasses the neighborhood to find out how many dogs live there after Grandma says there are too many for him to have one of his own. Grandma has a campaign of her own, concerning a vacant lot. By the end of the story, Louis has counted 20 neighborhood dogs, including the one he adopts, and his grandmother has turned the lot into a dog park. Louis's innocent but matter-of-fact narration is entertaining for all ages (with plenty of inside literary jokes to boot), while the illustrations show Cordell's signature sketchbook style of thin black outlines and soft watercolor paint. The art matches the tone of the book, making this a gentle and pleasant read. VERDICT In spite of its outwardly comical premise, this book delivers a ton of information on canvassing, addressing city agencies, amassing data, and getting things done. It can bolster various programs and collections, and makes a great addition to any shelf.-Sarah West © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2022) Louis tells his grandma that he wants a dog. When she replies that there are already enough dogs in the neighborhood, Louis goes door to door to get a record of how many. As a result, he doesn't get just a tally of the dogs; he also gets to know his neighbors -- Mr. Pierce, whose dog Harvey "will always live in my heart"; a blind woman with a guide dog; and many more (including a surprise appearance by Sadie from Stead and Cordell's Special Delivery, rev. 3/15). Meanwhile, in a subplot told only in the pictures, civic-minded Grandma rolls up her sleeves and establishes a dog park in a previously neglected part of town, City Hall clearly having given her an unsatisfactory response to the letter we saw her typing. As she tells Louis, "Sometimes if you want something done you've just got to do it yourself." Cordell brings to the page a vivid cast of characters as Louis canvasses the neighborhood. His shaggy, loose-lined illustrations in warm pastels are detailed and filled with humor. (The man who owns a dog named E. B. looks a lot like the Charlotte's Web author.) Stead creates an indelible character in Grandma, who is fierce, determined, and kind, and he leaves plenty of room in his lively text for Cordell to add layer upon layer to this already nuanced tale -- one that ends sweetly, in more ways than one. Julie Danielson May/June 2022 p.133Booklist (May 15, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 18)) Grades K-2. Louis and his grandmother enjoy walking around their neighborhood. There is an empty lot in poor condition, however, that is troubling Grandma, and Louis is interested in finding out more about the local dogs. This story of community building and organizing gets some retro flair in the pen and ink with watercolor illustrations of Grandma’s apartment and the typewriter she uses to write a letter to city hall. Louis handwrites his own letter, and when he finds out that no one actually knows how many dogs live nearby, he decides to conduct his own census. As he makes his way from house to house, he meets various family types, their cleverly named pets, and even a guide dog named Ogre. Meanwhile, Grandma is working on her own project at the lot, cutting grass, trimming shrubs, and painting a sign. She’s made a dog park, and now Louis can invite all his new friends. A fun twist ending shows Grandma frowning at the exhaust from a city bus, a problem that sends her straight back to the typewriter.
18.11 1 18.11 9780316492195 5 School Library Journal starred (January 1, 2021) Gr 3-5-Lucian loves searching for faraway things-items with no obvious owner-that have drifted ashore near his home. One day, after a great storm has raged through the night, Lucian happens upon a cutlass, and it is unlike anything he has found before. He carefully secures it to the wall of his bedroom, inspiring a series of dreams about his late father. After the fog clears, Lucian notices a large ship in the bay, stuck in a sandbar because there was no lighthouse to guide its passage. The ship's captain comes ashore and, because the cutlass is rightfully his, allows Lucian to choose another of the captain's treasures in exchange for the sword. Lyrical, descriptive language allows Lucian's story to gently unfold. The writing invites readers into a narrative that is deeper than it first appears; longer sentences and more nuanced storytelling make this title best suited to older elementary readers. This story is enjoyable to read aloud, though the illustrations deserve equal attention. Watercolor and ink bring Lucian's world to life in hues of primarily blue, gray, and brown, encapsulating the feel of a seaside home. Rich landscapes couple with minute detail, resulting in captivating and compelling visuals. Lucian and his mother are white, as are most of the ship's crew; however, the captain and a few of the other crew members have darker skin. VERDICT A beautiful story about adventure and honoring a father's memory, this is a noteworthy addition to elementary school libraries.-Mary Lanni, formerly at Denver P.L. © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2021) Eggers and Murphy have crafted an evocative story that centers imaginative play and gently explores loss. Set on an unspecified rocky shore, the narrative follows Lucian, a young beachcomber in search of what his father had called "faraway things." The (unexplained) absence of the boy's father permeates the illustrations (family photos, an empty chair, an oversized flannel shirt) and is reinforced through past-tense language. After a storm, Lucian discovers a cutlass, which becomes the focus of his play, from chopping driftwood to pretending to cut the sun in half. His fun comes to a dramatic halt as the ocean fog clears to reveal a stranded ship stuck on a nearby sandbar. An improbable and fanciful sequence of events follows -- including the boat's captain identifying the cutlass as his own and striking up a deal to trade it back for one of his "treasures." Lucian swaps the sword for a lantern that he uses to relight the family's inoperative lighthouse, perhaps serving as both a tribute to his father and a healing step forward. The mixed-media illustrations depict a range of fascinating perspectives across wide double-page spreads. While most of the story is set against gorgeously atmospheric seascapes, a few interior scenes present visually jam-packed arrangements that encourage thorough examination. A pleasingly enigmatic tale. Patrick Gall July/August 2021 p.73Booklist (July 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 21)) Preschool-Grade 2. Fatherless Lucian walks the beach after a storm finding “faraway things”—a trio of jellyfish, a heavy red rope, and a bright silver, gold, and copper cutlass. Swinging it around and slashing the sky, he makes a vent in the clouds. A fog rolls in and, with no lamp in the lighthouse, a mysterious ship becomes stranded on a sandbar. A tall captain steps ashore to retrieve his cutlass and offers to trade anything on his ship to get it back; Lucian rows out to the great wooden vessel to find a feast of glittering treasures. He selects a large glowing light, carries it onto his skiff, and rows home. He mounts it in the lighthouse tower where it turns the ocean silver, gold, and copper. The compelling story is enhanced by the stunning full-bleed illustrations in ink and watercolor, which show in atmospheric detail the rocky shore, the stormy coastline and ship, and Lucian’s cozy home. Challenge readers to choose a prize from the ship’s abundant hoard during story time.
17.21 1 17.21 9781481478007 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2019) PreS-Gr 2-Who has ever been afraid of a cute little bunny? In this literary picture book twist, readers find that even a tiger can be afraid of something small and fluffy. Tiger, one of the most feared creatures of the forest, comes across a group of woodland creatures reading poetry. He steps in to correct the version of William Blake's "The Tyger" being read. Tiger is proud of being the star of the poem but the woodland creatures have replaced the word tiger with bunnies instead. Tiger, of course, thinks this is absolutely ridiculous. "What is a bunny going to do, hop on my head?" he asks the woodland creatures. The woodland creatures keep trying to warn Tiger that he must hide and be afraid. Tiger continues to make light of the feared bunnies suggesting that he should go protect a vegetable garden. Suddenly, the woodland creatures begin to scamper off and hide as they hear the feared bunnies coming. Tiger continues to protest until a bunny shows up. Tiger still does not run and hide but as the whole band of bunnies arrive he realizes he should have taken the woodland creatures advice seriously. Tiger takes off with bunnies hot on his tail. Blake's poem is appended for readers and teacher alike to reference. The illustrations are colorful and very appealing to young listeners. VERDICT An enjoyable read-aloud about a fierce creature finding his own weakness that deserves a place on most -picture book shelves.-Erin Olsen, The -Brearley School, NY © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 1, 2019 (Online)) Grades K-3. Doing a famous poem no justice whatsoever but (counterintuitively) mining it for an amusing twist, this episode opens with a hedgehog reading to a circle of enthralled forest animals: “Bunnies, bunnies, burning bright, in the forests of the night—.” “Excuse me,” says a tiger, stepping out of the bushes, “that’s NOT how it goes.” Ignoring the other animals’ assertions that in that forest it is, the tiger continues to scoff at the notion that bunnies could be dangerous. . .until one hops into view, then more, in a thundering herd that sends the startled cat scurrying. Burris likewise goes for cute, with cartoon illustrations featuring a domesticated-looking tiger that resembles Hobbes of “Calvin &amp; Hobbes” fame, and goggle-wearing but otherwise normal, not exactly dangerous-looking bunnies. Readers who enjoy Alan Durant’s Big Bad Bunny and like tales of lagomorphic role-reversal will get a chuckle from the boasting tiger’s discomfiture—and as the full poem, with its original spelling of “Tyger,” closes out the episode, at least some exposure to the thrilling fierceness of Blake’s language and imagery.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2018) A tiger can’t believe it’s being upstaged in this picture-book riff on William Blake’s famous poem.A group of zoologically diverse animals huddle around a fire, listening to a porcupine read from a chilling poem: “Bunnies, bunnies, burning bright, / in the forests of the night—.” An incredulous tiger interrupts, saying that the poem is actually about it. But a squirrel matter-of-factly states that “Here, it’s ‘bunnies, bunnies.’ ” The tiger still doesn’t understand why the animals would be so afraid of bunnies but not afraid of tigers and tries to explain why it, an apex predator, is far more threatening. The smaller animals remain unimpressed, calmly telling the tiger that “In this forest, we fear the bunny” and that it should “Hide now, before it’s too late.” An amusing and well-done premise slightly disappoints at the climax, with the tiger streaking away in terror before a horde of headlamp-wearing bunnies, but eager readers never learn what, exactly, the bunnies would do if they caught up. But at the end, a group of tigers joins the other animals in their awestruck reading of the adapted Blake poem, included in full at the end. Cute, fuzzy illustrations contrast nicely with the dark tone and forest background. A quirky, fun story that will appeal to young audiences looking for a little bit of scare, with a premise so good it overcomes a weak conclusion. (Picture book. 4-7)
18.11 1 18.11 9781547606924 5 School Library Journal (December 1, 2021) PreS-Gr 4-This sensitive subject of the circle of life starts sweetly, with the fox mother's life and the joys and responsibilities of raising her young, then turns its focus on her sudden violent death, decomposition, and her contribution to nature. A well-written text along with the attractive art will fill a needed subject area, and it is an admirable teaching tool. However, preschoolers, attracted by the appearance of material, may not be ready for this book without first sharing it with an adult. The mother fox is hit by a car, and subsequently picked apart by magpies, with her flesh in their beaks, while beetles lay their eggs in her corpse. Yet, once explained, the material is accessible to preschoolers, because the beginning has simple text and illustrations that match the action. Older children will find a fuller description at the end. VERDICT An admirable book, beautifully presented, and meant to be shared intentionally and carefully with its audience.-Nancy Call, formerly at Santa Cruz P. L., Aptos, CA © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2021) "A death is the end of one life, but it is also the beginning of many more." This account of the life of a fox, by the creators of Moth: An Evolution Story (rev. 5/19), features the stages that rarely get attention: death and decomposition. The book opens similarly to other circle-of-life tales: a fox traverses wintertime and springtime landscapes in search of prey to feed her three growing cubs. As time passes, the cubs learn how to survive, jumping and playing across the pages, then silently echoing their mother's hunting stealth. Egneus's animals'-eye illustrations show lively red-orange foxes moving through equally colorful landscapes that creatively indicate shifts in the seasons, dotted with snowflakes in winter, fireflies in summer. Halfway through the book, in what some may find an unsettling turn, the mother fox is hit by a car and dies, slowly, over several pages; the young foxes note but do not mourn the loss. What happens next is extraordinary in writing and illustration: Thomas stays with the fox, explaining factually, yet reverently, the process of decomposition and the role of dead organisms in the full circle of life. "Every particle that was once fox finds a new place in the world...in grass, in trees, in rabbits, in bees, in daffodils dancing in the breeze." The accompanying images reflect this affirmative perspective, using bright colors and glowing dots ("particles") to show how the fox's body becomes a host to fungi and insects as well as food for other animals that aid in breaking it down. A concluding spread includes additional information on these processes. Danielle J. Ford November/December 2021 p.143Booklist starred (November 1, 2021 (Vol. 118, No. 5)) Grades 1-3. The creators of Moth (2019) take on the often-avoided part of the life cycle: death. As a child and mother holding an infant walk through snowy woods, an omniscient narrator beseeches the reader, in lightly rhyming text, to follow another creature. Set against the crisp, white background, a fox, in mixed-media reds and oranges that give it beautiful, textured fur, hunts prey for her cubs. On Fox’s return, a whiteout foreshadows her fate. But first, spring arrives, and energetic verbs describe the three cubs playing and learning to catch their own food. Soon, it’s time for them to follow Fox across the road to test their skills in the woods. While the vulpine family heads back to the den after a successful hunt, the evocative whiteout occurs again. This time readers know the source is car headlights; Fox is hit and tossed to the side of the road. The cubs continue their life patterns; however, but Fox’s importance isn’t over. As her body decomposes through autumn and winter, every particle is used by insects and the soil. Concluding notes explain death in animals and plants, decomposition, and how death is the beginning of a new life cycle. Final scenes of a new mother fox and cubs and the human children more grown reaffirm these concepts. A touching, gorgeously rendered story that demystifies death.
16.31 1 16.31 9781484730447 1 School Library Journal (August 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 1-The irrepressible star of Ginny Louise and the School Showdown is back, and this time she's literally having a field day. Just the thought of sack races, ball tosses, and long-jump competition sends the exuberant little hedgehog over the moon with excitement. The prizes also catch the attention of the school's troublemakers-Cap'n Catastrophe, Destructo Dude, and Make-My-Day May-who are determined to win them by hook or by crook. At each event, their dastardly schemes go awry and Ginny Louise prevails, fueled by her sheer enthusiasm. When the scalawags try to make off with her prizes during the refreshment hour, Ginny Louise calls for an impromptu parade with the whole school, and the scamps are guilted into apologizing for their bad behavior. This is a sweet and amusing story to share with preschoolers and kindergartners obsessed with winning and losing. Munsinger's adorable animal characters and the silly scenarios help drive home the point that kindness counts and having fun with one's friends is more important than besting them. VERDICT A winning choice for storytime and classroom sharing, especially in preparation for a field day or any other competition.-Luann Toth, School Library Journal © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
17.21 1 17.21 9781442401686 5 School Library Journal (June 1, 2014) PreS-Gr 3-While the bear family is out for a walk, a young goat sneaks into their home. Goatilocks tries the typical three bowls of porridge, three chairs, and three beds, but with typical goatlike behavior, she also eats Baby Bear's spoon, chair, and bed. When she is discovered by the three bears, she hoofs it home. Returning the following day and feeling sheepish, Goatilocks offers flowers to the bears, which they all eat. Events in Perl's humorous and fresh retelling of the traditional tale unfold at a quick pace. Howard's cheery and detailed watercolors infuse extra doses of charm into the story, such as bear faces printed on wallpaper and a pair of salt and pepper shakers resting on the bears' picnic blanket. The number three is reinforced repeatedly in the artwork beginning with Howard's inclusion of three ladybugs crawling along a flower stem on the title page. In later illustrations, observant children discover three goldfish, three birds, three squirrels, and three bunnies. Howard adds humorous tidbits that will even evoke chuckles from adults, such as the name "Kodiak" inscribed on Papa Bear's camera. Perl and Howard's work provides an entertaining alternative to more traditional versions of the story. Teachers can successfully use it in compare-and-contrast lessons with other versions of the tale. Families, too, should find this picture book to be a bedtime read-aloud treat.-Lynn Vanca, Freelance Librarian, Akron, OH (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 19)) Preschool-Grade 2. Starring “a kid named Goatilocks” (kid as in “young goat”), this fractured nursery tale begins when Goatilocks spies the bear family setting out for a walk and ventures into their house to try their bowls of porridge, their chairs, and their beds. She eats Baby Bear’s porridge (bowl, spoon, and all); his chair; and his bed before falling into a contented slumber. Upon awakening, Goatilocks finds the stupefied bears looming over her and makes a fast getaway, but she returns the next morning to make amends. This picture book makes good use of page turns for dramatic and comic effect. Brightened with watercolor washes, Howard’s cartoonlike line drawings add expressive characterizations and witty visual touches. The precisely worded text retains the satisfying structure of the original tale while adding some amusing twists and a couple of enjoyable puns. Fun for reading aloud to groups of children, this Goldilocks spoof offers a good narrative, plenty of laughs, and a happy ending.Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2014) This Goldilocks is a kid. Literally. In Howard's illustrations, the little white goat is both curious and hungry, and for Baby Bear, that means that not only is his porridge gone, but his bowl and his spoon as well, along with his chair, his bedding and a pair of his pajamas. "Burp!" As in the original, Goatilocks runs away after awakening to the three bears standing over her where she lies on the floor (she ate Baby Bear's bed), but the tale does not end there. The next day, the kid feels "sheepish" and thinks of the perfect gift to try to make it up to the bear family, and in a rather sudden ending, the four neighbors join together in chowing down on the final spread. Modern-ish language updates the fairy tale; Papa Bear says "Get a load of this!" and Goatilocks "hoofed it for home," though there is not much in the illustrations to point to any particular time period (Mama Bear does have a water bed, however). The few tongue-in-cheek details will go over the heads of the audience (Papa Bear carries a "Kodiak" camera), but there aren't enough to make this one adults will want to read repeatedly&#8230;although that may not be a problem for most kids. An uninspiring remake. (Picture book. 4-8)
19.01 1 19.01 9780063025042 2 Booklist (November 1, 2022 (Vol. 119, No. 5)) Grades K-2. Becky thinks she’s too old for her beloved grandpa Max’s classic nose-snatching trick, until he does it one more time, and she discovers that her nose is actually gone! Worse yet, the nose leaps out of his pocket and, being “extremely runny,” proceeds to lead its two pursuers on a merry chase. Endowed with stick limbs in Willan’s cartoon illustrations, the snub but speedy schnoz blows past onlookers (comments one: “If I could pick any nose, I’d certainly pick that one!”) until Grandpa at last resnatches and reattaches it. Grateful Becky finally agrees with his conclusion—a proposition that Katz has been preaching for many years—that “you’re never too old for silly fun.” Storytime audiences will be delighted to go with the flow, particularly in pairings with similarly perambulatory proboscises, such as Jason Eaton’s The Day My Runny Nose Ran Away or Catherine Cowan’s adaptation of the surreal Nikolai Gogol’s The Nose.Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2022) Follow your nose on an adventure! Becky, a tan-skinned girl with poofy dark hair and a missing tooth, loves playing with her Grandpa Max, who is bald with tan skin. But when Grandpa Max attempts to play a final trick on Becky as he is leaving for the day, our heroine soon discovers that the “got your nose!” joke is no laughing matter—her nose is tucked unknowingly into Grandpa Max’s pocket! She runs after Grandpa Max—or “Mampa Max,” as Becky has to pronounce it now—to tell him what’s going on, and the nose takes off, leaping out of Grandpa Max’s pocket and growing arms and legs. The nose leads them on a merry chase across town before returning back to Becky’s face thanks to a combination of luck and smart thinking. As the duo are about to part, Becky’s game of “got your ear!” starts the mischief all over again. It’s a clever idea, but some clunky choices along the way impede the story. Becky’s mispronunciations sans nose are amusing, but some don’t work. This becomes apparent when reading the story aloud: “We mustn’t mive up mope,” says Becky, but anyone plugging their nose can easily pronounce give and hope. Additionally, the nose’s motivations—initially it seems to seek out its favorite smells—give way quickly to less logical activities like minigolf and swimming. (Who likes getting water up their nose?) The digital images do a lot of heavy lifting humorwise, but they can’t save this story. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Lost by a nose. (Picture book. 4-8)
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17.21 1 17.21 9780544648111 6 School Library Journal (October 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 1-In this spare picture book, Zagarenski explores the familiar theme of a stuffed animal becoming real. Leo, a stuffed toy lion, is Henry's favorite. Henry has other toys, for sure, such as a bear, bunny, and fox. But Leo is special, with his glass button eyes and jointed and movable parts, and he and Henry are inseparable. One day the family decides to go for a walk in the woods, and Henry excitedly declares, "Leo loves the woods!" Henry's disbelieving sister scolds him, though, saying, "Leo is a stuffed toy, and toys aren't real!" Henry knows better as they enjoy a stroll through the Nearby Woods. Unfortunately, after a long, tiring walk, Leo is accidentally left behind. Heading out again into the night, the family searches, but the little friend is nowhere to be found. Henry is inconsolable as he lies in bed, but magic is happening in the Nearby Woods. Henry's stuffed toys transform into real animals, and the bear, the rabbit, and the fox guide Leo safely home. The next morning, the family finds him in the garden, looking every bit like a stuffed animal again. However, Leo quietly whispers a real "I love you" into Henry's ear. The full-bleed illustrations are done in mixed media and have a soft, dreamy quality to them. As the people and toys drift between the real world and the magical one, ghostly crowns appear over their heads. The nighttime scenes in the forest contain fantasylike elements, contrasting with the more realistic ones in the real world. VERDICT The stunning, sumptuous artwork and familiar themes make this a serene and satisfying bedtime story for young children, with just the right amount of dramatic tension.-Roxanne Burg, Orange County Public Library, CA © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2016) Henry's sister does not understand about Henry's dear lion, Leo: "Leo is a stuffed toy, and toys aren't real." Henry knows better, and on a family walk in the Nearby Woods, he can tell that Leo is enjoying himself. Indeed, Zagarenski depicts Leo with eyes that look lifelike while still clearly made of glass buttons. Henry gets tired on the walk, so his Papa carries him, and children will likely notice immediately that Leo is not in his arms. Back home: "Leo will be scared," Henry tells his mother, but she won't let him return to the woods to look for Leo until the next morning. As Henry lies mournfully in bed, a large window frames the moon, with stars trickling toward his bed. The next pages are wordless spreads in lush blues and greens showing Leo in the nighttime woods accompanied by animals that resemble the stuffed animals in Henry's room -- a bear, a fox, a hare. These animals set off toward Henry's house, Leo riding on the bear's shoulders, and in the morning, Henry finds Leo, safe and sound, right outside. As in her previous books, such as Sleep like a Tiger (rev. 11/12), Zagarenski's art features crowns floating over the heads of her characters. She uses layers of paint over found materials and, in the story, layers the imaginary over layers of reality. The interplay between what is real and what is imaginary -- and Henry's thoughts on the subject -- will make this a fertile book for children and adults to discuss. susan dove lempkeBooklist (September 15, 2016 (Vol. 113, No. 2)) Preschool-Grade 1. Zagarenski enlightens young readers with an enchanted story of love and friendship between a young boy and his favorite toy. Though his family tries to tell him his beloved Leo isn’t real, Henry and the plush lion are inseparable, and when he accidentally leaves Leo behind on a walk in the woods, the boy is disconsolate. Although his parents assure him they’ll look first thing in the morning, Henry is still worried. But back in the woods, something magical takes place while Henry fitfully sleeps: in wordless spreads, Zagarenski’s warm, lustrous, and whimsical multimedia paintings depict Leo conspiring with other forest denizens to find a way back home. The little lion’s plight is clear, thanks to the animals’ expressive forms and some visual hints, while the jewel-toned palette cultivates a welcoming, mystical atmosphere. The transition from Henry’s story, rendered in simple text, to Leo’s is seamless, and the sumptuous imagery is packed with delightful details, which are a pleasure to hunt for. Little ones will be entranced.
17.21 1 17.21 9781419746703 2 Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2022) In this comic in picture-book form, Mr. Tortoise is so old that he's forgotten how old he is, prompting his friends to become preoccupied with trying to figure out how many candles to put on his cake. Walrus suggests that Mr. Tortoise must be seven (just like him!), and Pig suggests he must be twelve because he has twelve sections on his shell. The partygoers start to quiz him on what people wore when he was young, whether he'd owned a television, etc. Chan's depictions of the characters are full of expression. Mr. Tortoise's emotions, which range from excited to thoughtful to confused to triumphant, dance across his face from panel to panel, and his friends are vibrant with enthusiasm. The book alternates between pages of panels and double-page spreads, varying the pace to the story's advantage, lingering on humorous moments and adding to a sense of things spiraling a bit out of control. Mr. Tortoise doesn't care how old he is or how many candles he has: "I'm the birthday tortoise and I would really like to have cake!" Anyone who's ever had to wait for a treat will empathize. Adrienne L. Pettinelli July/August 2022 p.98Publishers Weekly starred (April 25, 2022) All Mr. Tortoise wants for his birthday is to celebrate "a good life with good friends... and good cake"-the latter being a scrumptious, three-tier confectionery covered in pink icing. But these plans are derailed when his animal friends discover that Mr. Tortoise doesn’t know his age. "Then how will we know how many candles to put on your cake?" one asks earnestly. While Mr. Tortoise patiently waits-tying on a polka-dotted napkin and suggesting that candle accuracy doesn’t matter-the animals cogitate. They count the sections of his shell, they extrapolate based on their own experience (a smaller tortoise figures that Mr. Tortoise must be twice as old because he’s twice as big), and they attempt to deduce a birth year from cultural references. Finally, a possible answer emerges; "HOORAY, CAKE!" says Mr. Tortoise. And hooray for Petty (Don’t Eat Bees) and Chan (Thank You, Neighbor!), whose comic hearts beat as one in this impeccably paced story told in graphic novel panels. With deadpan dialogue and endearingly goofy character-focused art, they’ve created a funny and loving salute to friendship, critical thinking, longevity, and cake. Ages 4-8. Author’s agent: Jennifer Rofé, Andrea Brown Literary. Illustrator’s agent: Rebecca Sherman, Writers House. (June) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
16.61 1 16.61 9780525553298 5 School Library Journal Xpress (August 30, 2019) PreS-Gr 1-In this first-person narrative, a short, roly-poly stray is taken to the animal shelter for adoption. She calls herself Wolf, as in lone wolf. Not cute or sweet, she's a scary beast who tends to bark a lot. At the shelter, all of the other dogs are being adopted, but not Wolf, which is not a problem because she claims that she's fine on her own. But the illustrations tell a different story. They show a sad pup acting out to spare herself the pain of rejection. Yet in the middle of the disapproving faces is a girl, Penny, who knows that this is the dog for her. As the shelter workers console the unadopted Wolf, she barks, "I am not cute!!!" But Penny just gives the dog a hug, gets her leash, and calls her by the name she has chosen-Wolf. As the forever family leaves, the happy dog barks, "I am Wolf and this is my pack." Miller's digital illustrations perfectly convey Wolf's personality and her reality. There's plenty of white space for emphasis and great facial expressions. VERDICT This simple tale of animal adoption can be read on several emotional levels. An engaging addition.-Catherine Callegari, Gay-Kimball Library, Troy, NH © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 15, 2019 (Online)) Grades K-1. “I AM NOT CUTE!!!” roars a shelter dog recently rescued off the streets, scowling and proclaiming herself a “scary beast” and a “lone wolf.” Unfortunately, as she has the general look of a small, brown potato in Miller’s cleanly drawn cartoon closeups, her wildest yaps only leave everyone in sight, even the local pigeons, smiling. The visually presented plot line begins in an alley, where the little boot-chewer is found, caged, and transported to an outdoor pen, joining crowds of happy-looking dogs who are inspected by more crowds of smiling prospective owners. She sees other dogs carried off in loving arms, but will the right family for her ever come along? No fears—one glance from Pearl, a button-eyed, brown-skinned child, and the bonding is instant: “Wolf?” “I am Wolf,” the new adoptee barks, lunging fiercely against a leash in the final scene of Pearl and her (biracial) parents, “and this is my pack.” A joyful debut, starring a stray with the force of personality, if definitely not the disposition, of a Chris Raschka dog.Kirkus Reviews starred (March 1, 2019) Wolf vigorously denies that he’s cute. He’s wrong. The eponymous wolf is a rotund, fanged, puglike, stray dog, and its first-person narration is printed in emphatic capital letters: “MOST WOLVES LIVE IN PACKS…BUT NOT ME. / I AM A LONE WOLF.” This last line is accompanied by pictures of two apron-clad people approaching the little dog. The aprons are emblazoned with a paw-print emblem, and the people cautiously crate the dog as it snaps and cries, “BARK BARK BARK.” The next spread shows the dog glowering in a pen within a cheery-looking animal shelter. The text reads, “I’M FINE ON MY OWN,” as happy, diverse families (notably including same-sex couples) smile while interacting with other dogs. Just below this textual rebuff arrives the girl poised to flout such sentiments. She has brown skin and voluminous, curly black hair, and she’s trailed by a woman who reads as her mother, with similar coloring, and a white-appearing, bespectacled man who reads as her dad. Unlike others, the girl is charmed by the dog, who continues to “BARK!” even at sympathetic workers. In a wordless spread, notable for its spare focus on them alone, the girl hugs the dog, then dashes away, leaving it bereft. But! She returns, leash in hand, and Wolf leaves with her family, now exclaiming, “I AM WOLF. / AND THIS IS MY PACK.” Working digitally, newcomer Miller creates her cartoon characters with emphatic swatches of matte color against generous white space. Lovable. (Picture book. 3-6)
14.57 1 14.57 9781713740582 0
16.31 1 16.31 9780062247759 5 School Library Journal (April 1, 2014) K-Gr 3-This fully realized picture book captures warmth, imagination, and playfulness in the character of Otter, who was dropped on Otter Keeper's doorstep when he was a baby. He is exuberant, busy, and a little exhausting. One illustration depicts Otter Keeper, a human male, with his head in his hands, slumped at the kitchen table while Otter croons karaoke for the "Otter and Teddy Show." Even Teddy, a limply stuffed bear, sags on the floor beside his abandoned guitar. When Monday comes, Otter drops the alarm clock into the goldfish bowl and hides Otter Keeper's lunch in his overstuffed stomach to keep him home. And once Otter Keeper is off to work, Otter decides to start a business, a toast restaurant. The illustrations complete the sweetness and the hilarity of the narrative. At the center of the book, a spread depicts opening day at the restaurant: pastel-colored, soft droopy tubes of tomato paste, bottles of hot sauce, jam jars, cherries, whipped cream, and stuffed animals face down in soggy toasts are everywhere in a sticky nightmare. Otter can't quite take responsibility, blaming Teddy when the "customers complained and had to be asked to leave.." The illustration shows an open kitchen window with a zany assortment of stuffed animals being tossed onto the sidewalk. When Teddy goes missing, Otter knows what's really important in this wonderful toast to friendship. Garton creates a contagious appetite for more of Otter and his friends, Teddy, Giraffe, and Otter Keeper.-Teresa Pfeifer, The Springfield Renaissance School, Springfield, MA (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 1, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 17)) Grades K-2. Otter is an otter. And her wiggly little life used to be swell. There was a blond-haired kid who had a pretty cool teddy bear, and the three of them used to get into all sorts of fun trouble. (Cue illustration of Otter karaoking amid too much clutter.) But the blond-haired kid grew up, and Mondays now mean that she has to go to work. Try as Otter might to delay this reality (by eating the man’s lunch, hiding his alarm clock, etc.), it never works, and so Otter decides to give herself her own job—a stuffed-animal restaurant she will run with Teddy. It’s a disaster, though, serving up nothing but chaos, which Garton captures in a wordless, show-stopping spread of a kitchen in the worst state of affairs you can imagine. To top it all off, when the man comes home, Teddy has gone missing. If you’re keeping count, that’s three mini-plots—a bit much, perhaps—but on a page-to-page basis, this is good-natured fun starring a just plain weird animal protagonist with an oversize imagination.Kirkus Reviews starred (February 15, 2014) A bright and hilarious escapade about an otter who, bored while her owner's at work, opens a toast restaurant. Otter lives happily in a house with Otter Keeper, a youthful human adult, and Teddy, a stuffed bear. Her only disappointment is the news that arrives every Monday: Otter Keeper must go to work. Stopping time (by placing the clock in a fish tank) doesn't prevent Otter Keeper's departure, and why don't Otter and Teddy have their own jobs anyway? Clearly, they need to open a toast restaurant. Chaos builds, with all blame assigned to Teddy. The hapless bear forgets to take reservations, causing a long line of impatient toys, and gets orders wrong--burned toast, unpeeled banana, a restaurant patron spread with jam and set on a plate. Underneath these jokes runs a broader one: Otter's first-person narration imbues Teddy (and the other toys) with consciousness and agency, though readers see that Teddy's an inanimate stuffed animal who needs propping to even sit up. Preschoolers will love the notion that Teddy's at fault for the accumulating mess, especially when--after only small- and medium-size spot illustrations surrounded by relaxing white space--the kitchen suddenly explodes into a riotous full-bleed spread of mayhem. Garton's cartoon-style digital illustrations are rich with clear, medium-saturation colors, with shading and texture as highlights. Hysterical. (Picture book. 3-6)
12.94 1 12.94 9780329953324 1 Horn Book Guide (Fall 2013) In Hiding Place, Inchworm and Roly Poly, along with friends Dragonfly and Beetle, squish into a hole to hide from a bird. In Make a Wish, the bug friends are at a loss for something to do until they visit a wishing well. The stories are unmemorable, but the cheery illustrations add energy to these beginning readers. [Review covers these Ready-to-Read titles: Inch and Roly and the Very Small Hiding Place and Inch and Roly Make a Wish.]
13.75 1 13.75 9781518169564 0

5.81 1 5.81 9780763670276 3 School Library Journal (February 1, 2014) K-Gr 2-McDonald gives emerging readers their own series that offers the same realism and zany humor as her previous "Judy Moody" books. Madrid's digital illustrations are clearly based on those created by Peter H. Reynolds; they are in full color and in great abundance, which helps support and engage brand new readers. In Pig Trouble, readers meet Jessica Finch, a friend of Judy Moody who loves pigs and hopes to get one as a pet for her upcoming birthday. Jessica asks Judy to snoop around and find out what her birthday present will be and is upset when she does not help her. When Judy later appears at the birthday party with a baby potbellied pig, Jessica realizes that Judy is her best friend ever. In Mr. Magic, Rocky Zang's magic is less than amazing, and Judy, also known as "Stella the Spectacular," is anything but a spectacular magician's assistant. Judy must learn to be a good friend and help the Amazing Mr. Magic put on a terrific backyard show. This new series will be a welcome addition to the library and a great stepping stone to McDonald's original chapter book series.-Janene Corbin, Rosebank Elementary School, Nashville, TN (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (May 15, 2014 (Online)) Grades 1-2. Jessica Finch is pig crazy. Her entire room is filled with pigs of every variety, and the only present that she wants for her birthday is a potbellied pig. She calls Judy Moody to help her find clues to see if one is in the offing, but all they find are pig-themed presents, which means no potbellied pig. The girls end up playing a pig game they find, but a piece goes missing, and when Jessica goes to Judy’s house to find it, Judy is acting strange. Could Judy be hiding the perfect present? Told in only three chapters, this book makes the perfect transition for readers that are beyond easy readers but not quite ready for chapter books. The bright illustrations add more expressiveness to the story and will further engage readers. Fans of Kate DiCamillo’s mischievous pig Mercy Watson will also like this.Horn Book Guide (Fall 2014) In these spinoff transitional readers, Judy Moody's friends Jessica Finch and Rocky Zang share the spotlight: Judy arranges Jessica's birthday surprise and helps Rocky with his magic show. Full-bleed color illustrations (modeled after Peter H. Reynolds's originals) add to the fun. The easy-to-read books are great for newly independent readers not quite ready for the longer Judy Moody chapter books. [Review covers these Judy Moody and Friends titles: Jessica Finch in Pig Trouble and Rocky Zang in The Amazing Mr. Magic.]
17.21 1 17.21 9781534419131 5 School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2021) K-Gr 3-This vibrant portrait of the early life and career of Black American writer Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960) is sure to inspire young readers. Newbery Honor-winning author Williams follows Hurston from her childhood in Florida through her success as a writer in New York, emphasizing her efforts to reach each milestone in her career. Hurston is characterized as tenacious, and she overcomes seemingly insurmountable obstacles to pursue her dream. Alcántara's luminous illustrations will immediately engage readers, with saturated colors and captivating use of shadow and light. The narrative showcases a strong sense of setting. Readers can envision a lush Floridian landscape during Hurston's younger years, and later, the energy and promise of the Harlem Renaissance. Williams's lively prose employs dialect and a conversational style; it begs to be read aloud. The tone is a fitting tribute to Hurston's writing style and her work in researching and preserving African American folktales. This title is more of an inspirational story of grit and determination than a resource for school reports, but an author's note provides additional details about Hurston's life and work and includes further resources. VERDICT A welcome addition to any picture book biography collection; Williams deftly underscores the value of perseverance and education while highlighting the achievements of an influential Black female author.-Allison Tran, Mission Viejo Lib., CA © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2021) "In a town called Eatonville...lived a girl who was attracted to tales like mosquitos to skin." So begins the evocatively descriptive account of the life of acclaimed storyteller Zora Neale Hurston. Young Zora spent the favorite parts of her day at Joe Clarke's general store, where she would listen to her elders tell fantastical tales of "how that trickster Brer Rabbit always got the best of Brer Fox," the origin of "squinch owls," and more. She didn't mind passing them on, either; perched atop the gatepost that led to her house, Zora would relate those tales -- and a few of her own -- to any passerby who would listen. While some family members chastised her for "lying," Zora's mother encouraged her consistently to "jump at de sun. You might not land on de sun, but at least you'd get off de ground." These "jumps" carried Zora to Howard University, then on to Harlem (and its burgeoning Renaissance), and right back down to Eatonville, where she continued to do what she did best -- trade, tell, and write down stories. Rich with down-home vernacular, the text immerses readers in the Southern tradition of oral storytelling. The illustrations prove just as dynamic, with vibrant spreads bursting with brilliant-toned hues and enjoyable details to notice (e.g., the fashionable hats famously worn by Hurston -- modeled by anthropomorphic animals). Snippets of folktales are paneled loosely alongside the biographical story; Brer Rabbit and Brer Fox are no respecters of borders, with both making multiple appearances. Back matter includes an author's note, sources, and additional reading, for both "Youngins" and "Older Folk." Eboni Njoku March/April 2021 p.128Booklist (June 1, 2021 (Online)) Grades 1-4. Williams recounts the life of author-anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston with an emphasis on her activities as a storyteller. From an early age Hurston enjoyed listening to and retelling stories she heard from neighbors and friends. Her mother counseled her never to settle for the status quo but instead to "jump at de sun," advice Zora always heeded. She went to great lengths to become educated, including once lying about her age (26) in order to attend free public high school. Williams employs southern dialect and vivid descriptions throughout, helping readers to imagine the story's various settings (Florida, Baltimore, and Harlem) and she avoids mention of the controversies that surrounded Hurston. The text is straightforward, with sidebar speech bubbles used to add detail. Alcantara's digitally enhanced marker-and-gouache illustrations employ brilliant colors (some neon) and fanciful touches throughout (for example, vegetables and other objects perform Hurston's stories). She also pays homage to Hurston's penchant for hats, although it goes unmentioned in the text. Upbeat and age appropriate, this makes a fine introduction to this talented woman.
17.82 1 17.82 9781537912684 6 School Library Journal (December 1, 2015) Gr 4-6-Fourth-grader Benny is not having any luck. His father had an accident for which Benny blames himself. His best friend moved to Florida. And his brother George, who is autistic, can do tricks on his bicycle, while Benny is still having trouble starting and stopping. In her debut novel for middle grade readers, McGovern presents a heart-filled story of a likable boy who doesn't realize that his natural gifts are recognizable and valued by a supportive family and his teacher Mr. Norris. At school, a new program called C.A.R.E. rewards students who "do things that show our empathy and compassion." While the other students count their C.A.R.E. scores, Benny feels like his good deeds are invisible. At home, Benny's mother encourages him to find his passion, but he's not sure what that is. There are many moments that will ring true to middle grade readers: feeling anxious about friendships, wanting to be noticed, and trying to do the right thing. When Benny's father has to go back to the hospital, all of Benny's fears return, but, gradually, he is able to navigate his new circumstances, especially when he realizes that he and Mr. Norris share something very important. VERDICT Recommend this sensitive novel to fans of Lisa Graff's Absolutely Almost (Philomel, 2014) and Rob Buyea's Because of Mr. Terupt (Delacorte, 2010).-Shelley Sommer, Inly School, Scituate, MA © Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (January/February, 2016) Life is not easy for fourth grader Benny Barrows. His best friend has moved away, his brother George is autistic, and -- worst of all -- his father has been in a terrible accident for which Benny can't help but feel responsible. How Benny processes and manages these and other challenges is the heart and soul of this quiet story. As the school year goes on, Benny observes his classmates and teachers and gains insight into friendship, loyalty, individuality, and courage. He learns that some people can be surprisingly superficial while others can be unexpectedly insightful, and discovers that what you see may not be what is really true. At home Benny makes movies starring his beloved Lego "minifigs" and listens as his mother reads aloud The Indian in the Cupboard (with the caveat that it's "perpetuating bad stereotypes about Native Americans"), ruminating on the idea of smallness in people. While not a whole lot actually happens in the book, McGovern's observations about ordinary-seeming life and about the people around us, about small acts of kindness and healing and forgiveness, are perceptive and thought-provoking. monica edingerBooklist (January 1, 2016 (Vol. 112, No. 9)) Grades 4-7. Benny’s not loving fourth grade. First, Benny’s father is hospitalized for a brain aneurysm, and although it’s not Benny’s fault, he still feels responsible. Second, he got Mr. Norris, everybody’s favorite teacher, except that Mr. Norris isn’t much fun this year. Third, since Benny’s best friend moved away, he’s stuck with Jeremy, who is woefully inexperienced at friendship. Then there are constant annoyances, such as spelling, math, and the sometimes irksome behavior of Benny’s older brother, George, who is autistic. Despite his internal turmoil, however, Benny’s first-person narrative radiates with exactly the kind of compassion his mother recommends: to ease your own pain, try to help others. Like many nine-year-olds, Benny can be guileless in one moment and wise beyond his years in another, and his fascination with LEGO Minifigures will likely delight many young readers, who might share his hobby. In addition, Benny’s goodhearted family embraces a well-rounded life, supporting each other even when it’s tough. Highly recommended for fans of realistic fiction by writers such as Ann M. Martin or Lisa Graff.

9.69 1 9.69 9781423164821 4 School Library Journal (October 1, 2012) K-Gr 2-Best friends Elephant and Piggie are back in a new adventure that extols imaginative play and flexibility. Type-A Elephant suggests going for a drive (narrated hilariously by the friends with a Pigeon-esque "Drive! Drive! Drivey-drive-drive!"), but cannot stop panicking about contingencies long enough to relax. Piggie gamely supplies solutions to assuage Elephant's concerns, each time adding a new sound effect to their play-"Map! Map! Mappy-map-map!" and so on-guaranteeing laughs from children. Eventually, Elephant thinks of a need that Piggie cannot supply, causing him to have a flat-out meltdown (also reminiscent of the Pigeon), but in the end, Piggie's quick thinking saves the day. The clean line drawings mirror and support the concise text; both avoid unnecessary details while evoking the full range of emotion. The deceptive simplicity and the comic-book layout will entice even reluctant readers, and is a perfect read-aloud for groups of a wide age range. A must-have for every library.-Rebecca Dash Donsky, New York Public Library (c) Copyright 2012. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 1, 2012 (Vol. 109, No. 3)) Preschool-Grade 2. Just in case your collection needed a little more gray and pink, here comes the latest mini drama of Gerald the elephant and Piggie the pig. “Piggie!” shouts Gerald. “I have a great idea! Let’s go for a drive!” Piggie’s down with that idea, and so begins a pattern. First, Gerald thinks of something they’ll need: “First, we need a map.” Second, Piggie runs to get the item. Third, Gerald speaks to the reader about why the idea was such a darned good one. And, fourth, Piggie returns, and the friends freak out with excitement: “Map! Map! Mappy-map-map!” The laugh factor here will depend on readers’ tolerance for repetition. Still, though, even as we approach 20 books in the series, it’s hard to imagine getting sick of these two simply yet expertly drafted goofballs. The map, designed with scraps of an actual map, adds a new visual interest, and the ending, as always, is perfect. But you were going to buy this anyway, right?Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2012) When Gerald the elephant and Piggie decide to go for a drive, they find that all the planning in the world can't replace one crucial ingredient. "Let's go for a drive!" proposes Gerald; "That sounds fun!" agrees Piggie. "Drive! Drive! Drivey-drive-drive!" they chorus. Gerald, a touch on the OCD side, insists on a plan that includes a number of items: map, sunglasses, umbrellas, bags and, as there will be "a lot of driving on [their] drive," a car. Oops. Piggie doesn't have one; "[a] pig with a car would be silly." Neither does Gerald. Whatever will they do? The dauntless duo's 18th outing employs Willems' award-winning formula: color-coded speech bubbles; lots of white space; endearing visual characterization (Gerald's emotional journey as he realizes the tragedy a-borning is hysterical); effortless phonetic play; thoughtfully designed endpapers; silliness. The pair's refrain incorporates each new element to Gerald's plan in a way that is both classically childlike and slyly pedagogical. After "Map! Map! Mappy-map-map!" children will enjoy anticipating how sunglasses, umbrellas and bags will fit into that pattern--and likely start playing with other words as well. Gerald and Piggie's solution? Typically elegant and entirely satisfying. Which describes the book as well. (Early reader. 4-8)
24.25 1 24.25 9781098252564 0
10.66 1 10.66 9781423154044 3 School Library Journal (April 1, 2012) PreS-Gr 2-Gerald and Piggie are back in another easy reader that manages to touch on the complex issues of communication, honesty among friends, and shared experiences. Piggie is in proud possession of a loud, shiny trumpet, which she can't wait to play for Gerald. As he sits and listens, she proceeds to struggle her way through a demonstration, which sounds less like music and more like Gerald's "Aunt Molly with a cold." But as painful as it is for Gerald to listen to Piggie play, he knows that telling her how bad she is will be even more torturous. His anguish is clearly visible-but tell her he must, because that's what friends are for. Willems squeezes so much information and emotion out of the barest of illustrations: Gerald sticking his tongue out in concentration as he maneuvers his bulk onto the tiny stool Piggie has provided for him reminds readers of what a physically odd couple they are; Piggie reverently embracing her trumpet before proceeding to blast the heck out of it speaks to her true motivation for getting it in the first place, as is revealed in the surprisingly sweet ending. This winning pair continues to delight and charm readers with a wisdom that seems hard won by adults, but is second nature to children.-Kara Schaff Dean, Walpole Public Library, MA (c) Copyright 2012. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 1, 2012 (Vol. 108, No. 11)) Preschool-Grade 1. This seventeenth entry in the indefatigable Elephant &amp; Piggie series finds gray elephant and pink piglet once again cavorting before Willems’ traditional big white backdrops. Piggie’s excited about her new acquisition, a trumpet, which she makes a big to-do about before playing it for Gerald. The sounds she creates are rather abrasive: “Bluuuurrrk!” “Bl-ap!” “Vr-ip!” Yet she continues to honk and squawk while Gerald looks increasingly worried. How is he going to tell his friend that her music is no good? He tries to pad his evaluation with some faint praise (“You, uh, hold your trumpet very well”), but eventually he lays out the truth. Thankfully, Piggie is not mad. Gerald has merely misunderstood: she wasn’t trying to make music, she was trying to “speak Elephant.” This may be one of the lesser entries in the series, but the bar is so high that this remains irrepressibly fun. And who can resist that double-page spread in the middle filled with Piggie’s playing? “Blap-zap-blap-BLONK!”, indeed.Horn Book Guide (Fall 2012) Piggie excitedly shows her trumpet to Gerald. But after Gerald listens to Piggie play, he wants to avoid hurting her feelings when it doesn't sound like music. What Gerald doesn't realize is that Piggie isn't trying to make music; she's trying to speak Elephant. New readers will enjoy reading this noise-filled entry aloud, aided by Willems's dynamic illustrations.
14.57 1 14.57 9780758793942 2 Booklist (December 1, 2000 (Vol. 97, No. 7)) Gr. 1. The excitement of learning to read is captured with minimal text, but all sorts of enthusiasm. In an expansive two-page spread set at a lunch counter, a little girl shows her mother a milk carton and says, "I can read. Milk." She can also read the stop sign. As the story progresses, she knows her ABCs and draws readers into the experiences as she wonders aloud, "What starts with C?" and asks them to find items in her messy room that begin with various letters. Soon the girl is reading along with her father and then reads a whole book by herself. The delightful watercolor-and-ink artwork bursts out of the borders and matches the gusto of the text. New readers will see themselves in this entry to the All Aboard Reading series.Horn Book Guide (Spring 2001) Nothing very original in the text, but the excitement conveyed by Emily is contagious as she and presumably the real young readers of this book successfully complete the entire book. The simple rhymes, the use of print for shopping lists and notes, and print on signs all work together to ease the way for new readers. The breezy watercolors are full of energy.
16.31 1 16.31 9781416984757 6 School Library Journal (June 1, 2012) PreS-K-The little parrot at the center of Too Busy Marco (S & S, 2010) is back, and this time, just as he is feeling bored at home, his human mom sends him to school, explaining that it is a place where children go to "learn things." Marco's not so sure about this "school" thing and spends most of his time daydreaming about going to the Moon. Finally, it's playtime, and he enlists his classmates to help him build a tower of blocks to the planet. When it comes crashing down, his teacher steps in to brighten his day with a game of block basketball. Though the story meanders as wildly as Marco's attention span, it lands on a comforting truth-regardless of what goes wrong on his first day, Marco finds a friend. Chast's busy watercolors invoke the constant whirring of Marco's overactive imagination.-Kathleen Kelly MacMillan, Carroll County Public Library, MD (c) Copyright 2012. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2012) Marco, the little red bird in a world of big humans, is bored with life at home. Because he is a bird of rambunctious confidence, he is enthusiastic when he hears about the concept of school. At first he thinks it is something to eat, which gives New Yorker cartoonist Chast a chance to play with one of her favorite things -- food labels. Skool Stix, Skool Flakes, Skools in Heavy Syrup. On discovering the truth about school, Marco is at first delighted, thinking school will answer all his questions, such as "Do trees think?" But the lesson of the day, "Monday Tuesday Chewday Chumday Humday Doo-Dah-Day," soon lulls him into a daydream and he decides that he must get to the moon. His plan, involving a block tower and the joyful assistance of his new classmates, doesnBooklist (September 15, 2012 (Online)) Grades K-2. In Too Busy Marco (2010), the red parrot had too much on his plate. Now he is BORED. Marco’s mom has the antidote—school—which turns out to be more interesting than he expected. Well, not school per se. That’s boring. But there are things in the classroom that pique his imagination, and before long he and the other kids are piling blocks up to reach the moon. The New Yorker cartoonist Chast is as offbeat as ever. Watercolor-and-ink drawings in her distinctive style have plenty of visual asides and silly moments that bolster a somewhat slight text. A slightly older picture-book crowd will be the best audience.
13.75 1 13.75 9780329718923 1 Horn Book Guide (Fall 2010) Also illustrated by David Gordon. Ice-cream truck Izzy "loves to get dizzy"; despite his best efforts being busy and fizzy and skidding in a tizzy, he can't seem to achieve dizziness. The story's rhymes make for an entertaining read-aloud. Worrywart cement mixer Melvin doesn't know who sent him a valentine; inexplicably he questions everyone but the sender. Both volumes are hit-or-miss in terms of coherent plotting. [Review covers these Jon Scieszka's Trucktown titles: Dizzy Izzy and Melvin's Valentine.]
18.11 1 18.11 9781481491280 2 Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2020) Motor Mouse, owner of the jaunty little red motorcar, returns with three more engaging short stories. In âçKirkus Reviews (May 15, 2020) This murine essential worker returns in three small stories packed full of charm. Everyone’s favorite delivery mouse returns after his eponymous debut (2019) with tales as succinct as they are comforting. “The Radio Mystery Book” informs readers that Motor Mouse loves mysteries but doesn’t read them at bedtime because they keep him up at night. When a radio station starts playing an audiobook, a chapter a day, he discovers there’s more than one way to enjoy a good book. “Day of the Double-Decker” begins with tragedy (a motorcar in need of repairs) and quickly turns around when our hero finds that his public transportation system is “full of kindness.” Finally, “A Good Game of Croquet” shows what happens when peaceful intentions wreak havoc with Motor Mouse’s regular croquet game with his brother Valentino. Conveyed with Rylant’s customary charisma, the tone of these tales retains its light touch with familiar characters and safe, comfortable settings. The art takes great pleasure in the smallest details, such as Valentino, natty in straw hat and spectator shoes, or, in another scene, a keen example of what would happen if Andy Warhol had ever painted chickens. As comforting as a hot cup of tea, a scone, or the view from a double-decker bus on a beautiful sunny day. (Picture book. 5-8)
19.01 1 19.01 9781534486003 1 Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2022) What would a world without R’s look like? When a brown-skinned child awakens, they greet their pet feet, Doodles, who’s in apparent distress. Wait. Pet feet? This is all wrong! Something is missing, but the young narrator cannot immediately identify what it is. A glance at the alphabet artwork on the bedroom wall reveals a telltale gap. Readers in the know will quickly identify the missing letter R; the stolen letter no longer exists in this world. The child decides to hunt down the missing letter but must dodge silly obstacles of R-less mayhem along the way. The child seeks the help of a friend, but without the R finds a fiend in his place. Flying cows (crows with bovine bodies) attack. Then Doodles runs away, or rather is leading the way to the R thieves! Featuring delicious wordplay, this tale hits all the right notes for early primary audiences; parents and educators will appreciate this engaging story’s many opportunities to build phonemic awareness and letter knowledge among early readers and writers. Depicting wide-eyed characters and busy scenes bursting with sight gags, the digital illustrations also provide many opportunities to explore the impact of an R-less world. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Silly and playful alphabet fun. (Picture book. 4-8)
16.63 1 16.63 9781489855794 0
17.49 1 17.49 9781713760573 4 School Library Journal (July 1, 2019) Gr 3-6-Willa, who has sensory processing disorder, is best friends with Ruby, who struggles with anxiety. Things for the friends get rough at the end of fifth grade as they await their middle school placements and when Willa's dad and Ruby's mom announce that not only have they been dating for quite some time, but are getting engaged. On top of these massive changes, Joshua, Willa and her brother's sitter, is moving to Chicago with his boyfriend before the summer is over, and Willa's long-promised plans to adopt a dog are put on hold. All these changes make living in Willa's body harder than it already is, but luckily she has a strong support network. Both her father and mother are sensitive and supportive and work well as a divorced couple co-parenting their children. Willa has a wonderful occupational therapist, and she's paired with Sophie, a kindergartener who is also having a rough time. This novel manages to convey not only the experience of living with sensory processing disorder, but also the message that all families and people are unique and valued, not in spite of but because of their differences. Willa and her biological family are white, Ruby is first-generation American, and her mother is Indian. Mackler weaves friendship, family, disability, and race into a story which feels genuine, engaging, and never didactic. VERDICT Loving and hopeful, this is a recommended first purchase.-Taylor Worley, Springfield Public Library, OR © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (July 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 21)) Grades 4-6. Willa, who lives with her little brother and their divorced father during the school year, has barely adjusted to the news that Dad has been dating her best friend Ruby’s mother, when he announces that they’ll be getting married soon. For a kid who doesn’t like change, that’s a lot to take in, and it doesn’t help that Ruby is so positive about their parents’ relationship. Can their close friendship survive step-sisterhood? Will Ruby think her friend is weird when she finds out about Willa’s sensory processing issues? With help from her wide support network, Willa copes with her troubles while mentoring a lonely, withdrawn kindergartner. The contrast between her fretful reactions to change and Ruby’s enthusiastic ones helps define the two characters. Always in touch with her feelings, Willa makes a sympathetic, highly articulate narrator. In the appended acknowledgments section, Mackler mentions her first-hand knowledge of sensory processing disorder and the help that is available. While Willa’s sensory issues aren’t at the forefront of the narrative, readers will gain awareness as they read her story.Kirkus Reviews starred (May 1, 2019) Change is hard for most people, but it’s especially tough for Willa. She and her best friend, Ruby, are very different. Willa is 11, white, book-loving, tall, and vegetarian, and she unashamedly loves LEGOs and dogs. Ruby is (a smidge) younger, short, sporty, Indian-American, lactose intolerant, and anxious. Willa also has sensory processing disorder, but she staunchly prefers to keep that side of herself “private,” just among family. They are in the same fifth-grade class, and they initially connected over a love of gummy bears. They also both happen to have divorced parents. Now Willa’s dad and Ruby’s mom tell the girls they’ve been dating for some time, and they’re “sure [they’re] in love.” Despite what everyone else says, Willa knows this is “terrible, terrible news!” She already has to cope with the upcoming move to middle school, and now this. Willa’s family is comfortably off, and she has solid support in her corner from professionals, family, and friends. Mackler describes the way Willa experiences the world so that readers intimately perceive how it feels in her body. Refreshingly, the adult characters treat the children as mature, capable people, including them in decisions. There are also ringing truths to life as a kid of divorced parents that lay no blame and connect emotionally. The story focuses on working through tough changes, even when it is hard. A quality, truthful portrayal of the general challenges that come with different experiences of the world, whether personal or familial. (Fiction. 8-11)
14.55 1 14.55 9781250243836 2 Booklist (January 1, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 9)) Grades K-1. Histrionics is definitely the order of the day when the stolen flashlight Bobo the monkey (or, possibly, tarsier?) is playing with suddenly stops working. “Ooooh!” says Fifi the koala. “You’re in . . . TROUBLE!” In wild panic, Bobo bounds across Gosier’s blocky cartoon zoo scenes, proclaiming his culpability and begging the unresponsive other animals for help in ever larger, louder type. Fifi saunters along behind: “Bobo BROKE the zookeeper’s flashlight. And I’m gonna tell!” Responding to Bobo’s frantic pleas, she finally agrees not to. “But,” she says, pointing out at viewers, “I can’t promise that THEY won’t tell.” “Are you going to tell?” asks Bobo—and collapses in despair: “YOU ARE??!!” Like the classic The Monster at the End of This Book, the episode banks on the schadenfreude of young audiences. Here, at least, the author turns the tables on the tattler by trotting in the zookeeper at the end to, with notable lack of drama, fix the flashlight with a fresh set of batteries. Now who’s in trouble? Prime material for a melodramatic, over-the-top read-aloud.Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2018) There’s trouble at the zoo! It begins when Bobo the monkey steals the zookeeper’s flashlight. What a neat toy! “Click. Click!” It goes on and off…until it doesn’t. Fifi the koala is certain that Bobo will be in trouble (as is Bobo). After all, Bobo broke the zookeeper’s flashlight. He can’t fix it (poking it with a screwdriver makes it worse), and no one will help him (not even his fellow simians). Will Fifi tell on him? Not if he trumpets her greatness! (He does.) Will readers tell on him? Bobo asks them. On no! Here comes the zookeeper! The kindly zookeeper, a white man, sees that the flashlight just needs new batteries…and pats Bobo on the head. (Readers attuned to the cultural debate surrounding the association of black people with monkeys may well wince at this sight.) Now it’s Fifi who’s in trouble. (At least according to Bobo.) Told entirely in pictures and dialogue callouts (mostly from Fifi and Bobo), the tale is a stitch. The expressive, exaggerated illustrations, often arrayed several vignettes to a page, might as well be a storyboard for an animated short. Neither characters’ eyebrows seem to be anchored to their faces, often soaring well over their foreheads for extra expressiveness. With the right delivery, this will have listeners rolling on the floor. Hilarious hijinks at the zoo. (Picture book. 2-8)
18.00 2 36.00 9780679805274 4 School Library Journal (March 1990) PreS-Gr 3-- The master of enjoyable didacticism offers a flight of fancy into the future of a generic ``you'' who is venturing out into the world, where he will have ups and downs but will succeed and finally ``MOVE MOUNTAINS!'' While doting relatives will find this extended greeting card an ideal gift for nursery school graduates, the story will have less appeal for children than Seuss' story books and easy readers. Seuss' characteristic drawings carry and extend the text through mazelike streets, over colorful checkerboard landscapes, into muddy blue ``slumps,'' through heady highs when fame results from success at the game of life, and through dark, lonely confrontations with graveyard-like fears in times of solitude. While the text gives a strong message of self-determination and potential, the small, male ``you'' pictured seems more of a passive passenger on his journey through life, reacting to things as they come and walking along with his eyes shut on both the first and last pages of the text. Although this does not rank among the best of Seuss' books, its stress on self-esteem and imaginative artwork make it a good addition to picture-book collections. --Louise L. Sherman, Anna C. Scott School, Leonia, NJKirkus Reviews starred (1990) Lightly disguised as one of the old versifier's fantastical journeys, a rueful survey of the pleasures and pitfalls along the road of life--a sort of commencement address for tots and their elders. The clever, tripping rhymes and whimsical creatures and landscapes here will draw the faithful as usual, though the illustrations are subtler than the good doctor has produced at his most ebullient--there are pages where the wide world looks as placid as a counterpane, and some the beasts that lurk in wait look as though they have their own troubles. Most beguiling, however, is the artful phrasing of the gentle message: caught in life's waiting games, we wait for "the mail to come, or the rain to go/or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow. . .or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants/or a wig with curls, or Another Chance." And, while there will be fun and fame, "you'll play lonely games too./Games you can't win/'cause you'll play against you." There is, of course, an upbeat conclusion: "You're off to Great Places!. . ./So. . .get on your way!" Montaigne pointed out that it's the journey that matters, not the arrival; here, Seuss explores the same philosophical message in his own inimitably wise and witty style.Horn Book Guide (September, 1993) Dr. Seuss's last book is now available in a slipcased edition obviously designed for adult gift-giving. What lies between the new green covers is the same: encouragement for living a happy, successful life despite loneliness, difficult decisions, fear, and other pitfalls, all wrapped up in Seuss's trademark rhymes and fantastical creatures. While not his greatest work, this is still a book for everyone.
17.21 1 17.21 9781524766740 3 School Library Journal starred (December 1, 2022) Gr 1-3-During a routine trip to Owl's loft, Hedgehog comes face-to-face with a startling surprise: In front of her stands a hedgehog! After ruling out other possibilities for what she just saw, Hedgehog realizes that she may have met her first family member and she supposes that "it might be nice to meet a relative." With the help of her friends Owl, Mole, and Beaver, Hedgehog sets out to find the family that she's never had. This second installment of Castillo's "Our Friend Hedgehog" series is a great reminder that families come in all varieties. Featuring a cast of animal characters that range in temperament as well as complexity, this story is propelled by Hedgehog's search for home, with purposeful parallels drawn to the Friend Fort that her friends are busily creating. With full- and half-page illustrations, readers will be drawn in by the vibrant artwork that shares equally in the storytelling. Watercolor, pen, and pencil are used deftly to show the change in seasons as well as the important features of these animal friends. With short chapters and even pacing this chapter book is a perfect fall read-aloud, but equally enjoyable as an independent read with a cup of hot chocolate. VERDICT This gentle series sequel is a must-have for collections that serve younger readers.-Louie Lauer © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (October 15, 2022 (Vol. 119, No. 4)) Grades 1-4. The darling residents of Hedge Hollow return for a second round of adventures, this time taking on the construction of a Friend Fort and a surprising discovery for Hedgehog. Excited that it’s her and Mutty’s turn to attend Owl’s storytime, Hedgehog grabs her stuffed-dog pal and heads along the wooded path to Owl’s loft. But en route, an extraordinary thing occurs: Hedgehog comes nose to nose with “a . . . ME!” Spines? Check! Snout? Check! The startled hedgie dashes to Owl’s and describes her bewildering experience, prompting Owl to surmise that Hedgehog has met her doppelgänger. Determined to find this mysterious creature, the friends are joined by Mole and begin their search. Meanwhile, Beaver, Anikka Mae, Hen, and Chicks are busy building a Friend Fort, which comes with its own set of challenges and comical misunderstandings. Liberally illustrated with colorful spot art and full-page scenes, this chapter book will delight young readers with its gentle drama, sweet characters, and humorous charm. Set at the cusp of winter, it makes a perfect seasonal offering that carries a warm message of family love, whatever form one’s family may take. Stock your own Friend Fort with cozy companion reads, such as Dan Bar-El’s The Very, Very Far North (2019) and Amy Timberlake’s Skunk and Badger books.Kirkus Reviews starred (October 1, 2022) Hedgehog has always known where she belonged…until one day, she isn’t so sure. Hedgehog is excited about winter coming! Winter means snowball fights, tubing, and making snowhogs! On her way to Owl’s house with her best friend, Mutty (a stuffed dog), she runs into…herself? Owl, with the help of his trusty dictionary, tells Hedgehog she has a doppelgänger, although they soon realize it is simply another hedgehog, something Hedgehog is not entirely comfortable with. Meanwhile, Beaver and Annika Mae (a tan-skinned human girl) are building a Friend Fort. Upon learning of the dopplegänger, Beaver stops his work and takes Hedgehog and her animal friends down the river to find the hedgehog. They discover the Hedge Hideaway, where hedgehogs go to hibernate. Should Hedgehog give up her fun winter plans and hibernate among her own kind? She soon realizes it’s not those who look like us on the outside but those who feel like family on the inside who matter most. Laced with a lovely yet never heavy-handed message, Castillo’s follow-up to Our Friend Hedgehog (2020) is as charming as the first title.The cast of characters is delightful, especially Mole, who refers to her pals by using the word friend in different languages. The changing palette draws readers into the seasons—autumnal colors and hints of chilly breezes soon give way to the beauty of snow flurries and, of course, snowhogs. An endearing and heartwarming journey to define family and self that will resonate deeply. (Fantasy. 5-9)
14.50 1 14.50 9780593616772 3 Booklist (March 15, 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 14)) Grades 3-6. Penny is a for-real, big-time worrier. When she starts fifth grade, she gears up for another year of comfortable friendship with her pal Violet, but suddenly Violet thinks Penny is too babyish and starts hanging out with a new crowd. While Penny tries to get back into Violet’s good graces, she unexpectedly makes some new friends, and this time, they’re the good kind who don’t exclude her or put her down. This book is set up like Dork Diaries, with all of Penny’s private thoughts and retellings of her day peppered with simple cartoon drawings showing what is going on, but they’re charmingly addressed to her dog, Cosmo, instead of “Dear Diary.” Readers will likely relate to her concerns, such as worrying whether people are laughing about her behind her back, feeling nervous about talking in front of people, or meeting new friends. Penny also learns that looks can be deceiving, and that rumors can be harmful as she gets to know her new misfit pals. This new series comes straight from the heart.Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2023) Penny learns important lessons about friendship and worry in a series opener inspired by the author’s own early struggles with anxiety. As Penny prepares to start fifth grade, she can’t wait for her best friend to return from camp, but when Violet gets back, things are awkward. Violet’s no longer interested in drawing, and she’s spending all her time with popular but mean Riley. Penny tries to accept this, but intrusive, spiraling thoughts continue to interrupt her life; between Violet’s distance, her parents’ big secret, and her little brother’s croup that requires frequent ER visits, she has plenty of real reasons to worry. Thankfully, Penny’s visits to Mrs. Hines, the Feelings Teacher, give her a safe place to talk about what is going on in her head, and familiar faces open the door to new, unexpected friendships whose value becomes clear when something bad really does happen. Illustrated throughout with black-and-white sketches that highlight some of the more comical moments in the story, the book features just the right amount of humor to balance out more serious explorations of changing friendships and the ways uncertainty and lack of control can contribute to an increase in feelings of panic for young anxiety sufferers. Many readers will see their own concerns and feelings reflected here. Penny and her family read White. A bright and emotionally accessible story full of wit and warmth. (Fiction. 8-12)Publishers Weekly (April 3, 2023) As outlined in an author’s note, Shepard (the Pretty Little Liars series) draws from her own childhood experience with anxiety for this diary-style illustrated novel. Rising fifth grader Penny is looking forward to her best friend Violet’s return from summer gymnastics camp. But the start of school promptly reveals that Violet has moved on: she’s no longer into Art Club-an activity the girls previously shared-and camp has bonded her with popular mean girl Riley. But Mrs. Hines, the "feelings teacher" Penny speaks with regularly about her worries, proves a catalyst for personal change, giving Penny a journal to work through things. As Penny encounters, and slowly befriends, other students who talk to Mrs. Hines, she directs her diary entries to her "loyal and nice" dog, Cosmo, who shares many of Penny’s fears ("Storms. Fireworks. Balloons. Clowns"). In chatty, quick-moving installments, Penny tells entertaining anecdotes and details her brother’s recurring croup, her concerns about social scenarios, and a secret her parents seem to be keeping. Shepard’s light touch and sketchbook-style b&w doodles make for an engaging read that candidly portrays the effect of destabilizing changes on one child experiencing anxiety. Character portrayals reflect the white of the page. Ages 8-12. Agent: Richard Abate, 3 Arts. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
18.11 1 18.11 9780316541169 4 School Library Journal (June 1, 2022) Gr 2-4-Mira feels out of place and out of sync with everyone around her. While her schoolmates have mastered gymnastic springs, tumbles, and spins, Mira lacks their athletic confidence. She wants to be perfect at something. Instead, she stands aside, sadly comparing herself to them. Alone by the seashore, with no one watching, Mira tries standing on a driftwood log. She "did it all wrong, but it felt better than being a shadow." Slowly, with repeated attempts, Mira begins to master her fears and self-doubt. "It wasn't perfect, but Mira did it." Attempting and accepting her imperfect results makes Mira feel confident. With colored pencil and watercolor ink, Pray fills each page with softened pastel yellows, pinks, and blues; the seashore, where Mira feels safe, has a wide, open horizon, inviting Mira to open herself up to imperfection. Undulating waves stretch out to infinity, showing that anything is possible. Mira's usual frown flips up into a smile as she wobbles on the log, slips off, but then tries again. VERDICT This engaging story provides an inspiring insight into children's feelings and the growth of confidence. Pair with similar stories by Peter H. Reynolds including The Dot, Ish, and Sky Color.-Monica Fleche © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2022) Mira has lots of first days attempting new activities, but fear of failure prevents many second days. Take gymnastics, for example, a sport full of terrible what-if? scenarios for an anxious mind: "What if she fell? What if people laughed? What if she did it the wrong way?" Believing that everyone else is better or a "natural" talent, Mira never gives herself a chance; she accepts failure and thinks of herself as a "shadow" since she's not perfect. One day, all alone at the beach, she practices walking -- and leaping -- on a driftwood log, a makeshift balance beam. She falls but gets back up and tries again. After many more tries, "it wasn't perfect. But Mira did it." She may not be an expert, but she can still participate. Pencil, colored-pencil, and watercolor illustrations highlight the character's frustration and isolation from others. Mira appears against blue backgrounds, while pink-hued bubbles feature the activities from which she has isolated herself. The contrast between the front endpapers (stationary Mira, alone) and back endpapers (active Mira, part of a group) hints at growth to come. Give this book to perfectionists or to those who feel too anxious to try new things. Julie Hakim Azzam March/April 2022 p.Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2022) A young girl stifled by her perfectionist tendencies learns to find joy in simply doing her best. Whatever new activity Mira starts she soon quits because of her fear of failure. While other kids forge ahead enthusiastically learning new skills, she makes herself small, until she is “just a shadow.” She regards her peers with wistful envy, thinking how much better they are than her at gymnastics, painting, dancing, and more. Mira is convinced that they succeed because they are naturals. Mired in self-doubt, Mira spends some alone time at the beach, contemplating her situation. Longing to let down her hair, she decides to try some tumbling moves on a piece of driftwood. She wobbles, her long, black braid caught on the wind, and flops. But Mira realizes it feels good to try! She smiles and goes again, stumbling and spinning and bouncing; her fixed mindset melts away as she finds the fun in learning and growing. As Mira blossoms, the red and blue palette of the colored-pencil illustrations, symbolizing her fears, transforms to one of warm, cheerful yellows and oranges. Pray’s rounded forms give both weight and softness to Mira, who appears Asian. The multiracial cast of children is full of energy and their physically expressive activities are captivating. A sweet celebration of the growth mindset. (Picture book. 3-8)
18.11 1 18.11 9780062974105 0
13.75 1 13.75 9781668886915 1 School Library Journal (March 1, 2023) K-Gr 2-Pete the Kitty loves art class. But when his teacher takes them outside for a special nature art assignment, he's unsure he can make art in this way. As he and his friends collect leaves, sticks, and other outdoor elements and he sees his classmate's creations, Pete comes up with a great idea for his own art project. One to three sentences per page, with a fair amount of repetitive text, make this title appropriate for those who are becoming more independent readers or older readers who need practice with fluency. It would also be a good title to be read aloud when larger format "Pete" picture books are not available. It's a simple yet cohesive story with the vibrant and appealing illustrations readers have come to expect from the franchise. VERDICT A recommended purchase for all early reader collections.-Jennifer Noonan © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
14.50 1 14.50 9781338112450 5 School Library Journal (November 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 2-Pig, a greedy little pug, lives with Trevor, an amiable dachshund. While Pig has an assorted array of goodies-toy bones, balls, chew toys-he refuses to share the wealth with Trevor. When Pig's companion gently attempts to persuade the pug that playing together might be fun, Pig explodes. He jumps on top of a gigantic pile of his loot, jealously guarding it from Trevor-and soon finds that pride goes before a (painful) fall. The story is straightforward and fun, though the text, told in rhyming verse, is occasionally strained ("And once he had gathered them/up in a pile,/he howled from the top/with a satisfied smile."). The rich, saturated acrylic artwork has a caricaturelike feel and will invite giggles of delight from readers and listeners. Plump Pig is particularly exaggerated, with bulging eyes, a protruding tongue, and a manic expression as he gestures wildly atop his mountain of toys. Young children will revel in his unapologetically naughty antics and might even learn a lesson or two about the value of sharing. VERDICT Though this tale takes on a familiar subject, it should provoke laughter from the intended audience. A fine option where books on sharing are needed.-Mahnaz Dar, School Library Journal © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2016 (Vol. 113, No. 5)) Preschool-Kindergarten. Pig the Pug can’t be ignored. From the close-up depiction of his feisty face that dominates the front cover, to his greediness (“Pig was a Pug / and I’m sorry to say, / he was greedy and selfish / in most every way”), he demands attention. Pig devours his food from a bowl emblazoned with the word MINE, and he’s never nice to his housemate, a wiener dog named Trevor. While Trevor flashes a big toothy smile, Pig grimaces as he “flips his wig” over a suggestion of shared play. The rhyming lines scan smoothly, creating a rhythm to this story with a predictable ending, and the predominance of red as background and intermittent color (balls, steaks, clown noses) adds energy. Pig’s expressive, bulging eyes also add to the power of the tale. There is certainly a moral here, but there’s lots of fun to be had in the telling. Pair with The Duckling Gets a Cookie!? (2012), by Mo Willems, for a slightly different take on attitude and sharing.Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2016) In rhyming text, a bug-eyed pug named Pig stubbornly refuses to share with the almost equally bug-eyed Trevor, the “wiener dog” he lives with—and soon gets his comeuppance.The book begins showing the eponymous dog astride a large, red bowl of dog food, tongue hanging out and all four paws gripping the bowl. It perfectly matches the text: “Pig was a Pug / and I’m sorry to say, / he was greedy and selfish / in most every way.” A bit of humor comes through when the text plays on the adage about pigs by reminding readers that “pugs cannot fly.” However, most of the text is composed of trite, tired rhymes. The ending is a punch line whose funny picture will have little ones giggling. However, the ultimate “lesson” is a rather dark cynicism, more appropriate to children older than the age suggested by the rhymes, the art, and even the publisher. There may be some vicarious thrills for those who have witnessed excessive selfishness. The artwork is humorous, although Pig’s appearance is sometimes more grotesque than funny—particularly when he shouts at Trevor. Both male dogs’ facial expressions and body language add to the humor, and dog lovers will appreciate Pig’s array of colorful toys. Scansion is spotty, which should not happen in verses so dependent on rhythm and rhyme to entertain their young audience. Children who love dogs will find this amusing the first time through, but the humor palls quickly. (Picture book. 3-5)
19.01 1 19.01 9781419749438 4 Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2021) Tate's latest picture-book biography (Swish!, rev. 11/20; William Still and His Freedom Stories, rev. 1/21) focuses on artist and professional football player Ernie Barnes (1938-2009). The opening pages describe Barnes's childhood struggle to find his place in "the Bottoms, a neighborhood of hardworking but poor African Americans" in Durham, North Carolina. A quiet, unathletic child, Ernie enjoys drawing and paging through art books at the house where his mother is employed as a cleaner. In an attempt to find social acceptance, he joins his school's football team; after a coach introduces him to bodybuilding, he begins to achieve athletic success. From there, the two parallel tracks of his life -- visual art and football -- continue until his late twenties, when he quits football for good and pours his energy into art, leading to international renown. Tate incorporates words from Barnes's memoir, From Pads to Palettes, into the story, grounding it in the artist's own memories and voice. At the same time, he makes the deliberate choice not to mimic Barnes's artistic style in the illustrations. (An afterword directs readers to Barnes's website and other sources, in order to "enjoy the true artwork of Ernie Barnes in its full glory.") It is impossible to tell the story of a Black American artist born in the 1930s without discussing segregation and racism, and Tate weaves those threads seamlessly into his narrative, drawing particular attention to the moment when Barnes exhibits his work at the North Carolina Museum of Art, a place where he had once been told by a docent that "your people don't express themselves this way." A comprehensive bibliography is appended. K Rachael Stein November/December 2021 p.142Booklist (July 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 21)) Grades 2-5. Growing up in a “hardworking but poor” Black neighborhood in Durham, North Carolina, Ernest Barnes excelled at drawing pictures, not at sports. In school, he endured plenty of teasing, especially as a teenager who grew big enough to play football. When a supportive coach encouraged him to try bodybuilding, Barnes took up the challenge and gained the strength and confidence that made him the captain of his high-school football team. The teasing stopped and, by senior year, scholarship offers poured in. After playing college football, Barnes was drafted by the Colts and played football professionally for five years before retiring from the sport and beginning his new career as an artist. The book’s informative back matter includes additional biographical information, source notes for quotes, a bibliography, and an author’s note relating Tate’s childhood experiences to those of Barnes. Written in clear, direct sentences, the text uses quotes effectively without interrupting the flow of the narrative. The nicely composed mixed-media collage illustrations establish the twentieth-century settings while capturing the stages of Barnes’ life. An expressive, engaging picture-book biography.Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2021) Ernest “Ernie” Barnes was teased for his love for art and indifference to sports; despite this, Ernie found a way to satisfy his love of art and stop the teasing. This biography begins with Barnes’ early life in segregated Durham, North Carolina, where he was singled out by classmates for his lack of athletic ability. In junior high, Barnes joined his school’s football team but later quit. In high school, coaches recruited Barnes due to his size, and after taking up weight training, he became a powerhouse player. His incredible talent on the field led to college scholarships and, eventually, spots on several pro teams. At the end of his athletic career, Barnes decided to return to art full time and held his first art show while employed as an artist for the New York Jets. Barnes’ paintings were featured in art shows across the country and appeared on the TV show Good Times, a show Barnes also appeared on and that young Tate watched regularly. Via quotations, Tate weaves Barnes’ own voice into his smoothly told narrative, to great effect. Tate’s illustrations are a bit of a departure from his characteristic style, using matte surfaces and collage to evoke Barnes’ times. A scene of Barnes in uniform, sketching on the sidelines, says it all. A conversational afterword and author’s note flesh out Barnes’ life and describe Tate’s process. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Will inspire young readers to stay true to themselves. (source notes, bibliography) (Picture book/biography. 5-8)
13.30 1 13.30 9781518108617 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781534452282 5 School Library Journal starred (August 1, 2020) PreS-Gr 3-Weatherford, using rhyming couplets to explain important words from Aretha Franklin's life (Detroit, groove, proud, and humble) as she chronicles the Queen of Soul's childhood, her rising stardom, and her political activism. Readers who are craving in-depth details about Franklin can turn to the author's note or other sources, but this book is not a meticulous biography. Rather, Weatherford presents a powerful celebration of the legendary singer that offers snapshots of major life events. Morrison's colorful paintings pulse with energy, and every page is dynamic. The interplay between the deceptively simple narrative and Morrison's illustrations is pitch-perfect. For example, the pages for "Detroit" (the family moves from Memphis, TN) and "Strife" (Barbara Franklin leaves the family after her husband's infidelity) mirror each other to powerful effect: The family stands before a large tree to "put down roots" in each spread, but Barbara is absent in the artwork for "Strife." This beautiful picture book biography packs an emotional punch that is as compelling as the timeless songs that Franklin made famous. VERDICT Purchase this luscious, lyrical book for all nonfiction collections.-Jen McConnel, Queen's Univ., Ont. © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2020) This impressionistic picture-book biography of Aretha Franklin (1942-2018) consists of a series of rhyming couplets following the iconic singer through her life. Weatherford employs a clever and resonant device: each poem has a one-word title that is spelled out just as it is in Franklin's most famous song, "Respect." So, "B-L-E-S-S-E-D" introduces a very young Aretha, the pastor's daughter, as she "says a little prayer each night"; "D-E-B-U-T" sees the fourteen-year-old cutting her first gospel album; "G-R-O-O-V-E" shows her "rocking R&B"; "P-R-O-U-D" finds her singing at President Barack Obama's inauguration. Naturally, the book culminates in a poem titled "R-E-S-P-E-C-T": "The Queen of Soul blessed us with a golden legacy. / But she would probably call it, 'the gift that God gave me...'" The book's trim size is roughly that of a record album, and illustrator Morrison takes full advantage of its expanse. Rich oil paintings place the singer in a variety of venues, from recording studio to civil rights protest to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. The arresting title page, referencing the song "Freeway of Love," shows a pink Cadillac about to drop the pedal and go, go, go. Appended with an author's note giving specifics about Franklin's life and with a discography of her biggest hits. Martha V. Parravano July/August 2020 p.159Booklist starred (August 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 22)) Grades K-2. The award-winning author-illustrator team of Weatherford and Morrison (The Roots of Rap, 2019) have taken on the life story of the Queen of Soul, and the result is a beautiful work of art. Weatherford employs a minimal, lyrical text of rhyming couplets that is evocative of “Respect,” Franklin’s signature hit, with spelled-out words like “B-L-E-S-S-E-D” and “G-R-O-O-V-E” heading every spread. Morrison’s soulful oil paintings are expressive of the spirituality that enveloped the singer’s youth, centered around church. They also convey the turmoil of periods like the civil rights movement, in which Franklin played a part. Her childhood wasn’t easy. She moved from Memphis to Detroit, and her mother left the family after her father, a preacher and activist, was unfaithful. But Franklin’s powerful voice catapulted her to record deals in her teens and then to chart-topping hits. She became a fixture in the most significant events of her time, with concerts gracing marches for racial equality in the 1960s and Barack Obama’s inauguration as the first Black president. Young readers will take away the full arc of Franklin’s story, from child prodigy to talented artist to icon, and how it comes full circle, because after all the accolades and influence, in the end, Franklin is a down-to-earth Detroit woman known as Ree-Ree.
13.75 1 13.75 9781518136641 1 Horn Book Guide (Spring, 2003) In these basic easy readers, Raggedy Ann and Andy practice reading flashcards and make new friends with other dolls. The writing in these series books is extremely awkward, and the lame story lines and bland, stiff illustrations will turn off most readers. [Review covers these Raggedy Ann and Andy titles: Hooray for Reading! and Old Friends, New Friends.]
18.11 1 18.11 9781534494640 2 Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2022) A rock wants to rock his world. Rick, a specimen residing on the Nature Finds shelf in Classroom 214, dreams of life outdoors after hearing the teacher describe the power and importance of rocks in nature. The acorn, the moss, and the bark who sit on the shelf with Rick try to convince him simply to stay with them, but Rick is bored with his sedentary existence; he wants adventures! Cleverly figuring out how to escape life as a mere shelf sitter, Rick finds himself outdoors among others of his kind but soon learns their lot isn’t so hot (though their existence was the result of very hot circumstances—exploding out of volcanos)—nor is it exciting or dangerous. In fact, it’s dull and lonely. Luckily for Rick, a student rescues him, returning him to his shelf and grateful pals. Rick has a rock-solid epiphany: Life in Room 214 is more rewarding than he’d realized. This sweet, gentle tale reinforces for children the reassuring idea that it’s OK to try new things and explore new paths, but it’s equally OK, not to mention comforting and important, to return to familiar territory. The charming digital illustrations, many set in panels, are delightfully expressive and deeply appealing; young readers will appreciate the costumes worn by the inhabitants of the Nature Finds shelf, presumably concocted by the students, who are racially diverse. One child wears a hijab. (This book was reviewed digitally.) This story rocks. (Picture book. 4-7)Publishers Weekly starred (June 27, 2022) Rick, a lumpy gray rock with googly eyes and a sweet smile, has been sitting on Room 214’s Nature Finds shelf "for as long as he can remember" while on-the-move human students, portrayed with various skin tones, have all the fun, drawing and reading and singing. During a geology unit, Rick learns that his kind "hold up the world," and becomes convinced that he’s made for adventure, just like the rocks that form imposing outcroppings and exploding volcanoes. Hitching a ride in a student’s backpack, Rick, who sports a gold star and a green splodge, lands among a whole field of outdoor rocks, asking, "When do we explode out of volcanoes?" But the rocks, who "have never had glitter glue spilled on them," are sedentary in the extreme, wanting nothing more than to sit in silence ("We already exploded. Other times. We’re done with that now"). Mixing laugh-out-loud narration with comics-style framing, previous collaborators Falatko and Chan (The Great Indoors) earn a gold star for comedy cooperation. And by restoring Rick to the shelf with a new understanding of how he inspires the students’ learning and art-making, the creators show that adventure is really what you make it-and who you make it with. Ages 4-8. Author’s agent: Jennifer Laughran, Andrea Brown Literary. Illustrator’s agent: Rebecca Sherman, Writers House. (Aug.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
14.57 1 14.57 9781725479005 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781624146947 4 School Library Journal (March 1, 2019) Gr 1-4-Superstar Serena Williams has dominated the world of tennis for so long, her name is synonymous with excellence. The audience for this book will likely already know about her power and style, but might not know her family's remarkable story. Raised in Compton, California, Serena was the youngest of five close-knit sisters. Starting out with secondhand equipment on a court they cleaned for practice, the girls were coached by their father to move fast and hit hard. They learned to always put in their best effort, and that their dedication would allow them to achieve their dreams. Venus and Serena put that passion into becoming elite tennis players, first in California, then at a tennis academy in Florida, and finally on the professional circuit. This book splits time between Serena's career and family, focusing on how her devotion to Venus allowed both to become better athletes who supported each other while being one another's fiercest competitors. Ahanonu's digital illustrations morph from a bold palette-all 90s-inspired patterns and sharp angularity reminiscent of Keith Haring-to a more sophisticated and contemporary design filled with soft pastels as the time line progresses. Each page is alive with movement, joy, and vibrance. In a market saturated with picture book biographies about Serena, the unique artwork is what makes this one notable. VERDICT A fine addition to the growing Williams biography collection.-Abby Bussen, Muskego Public Library, WI © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 15, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 14)) Grades K-3. More than a few books about tennis phenom Serena Williams have also featured her older sister, Venus. Gray's picture-book biography takes another tack, focusing on Serena as the youngest of five sisters, all of whom inspire her. It's a unique way to make Serena's superstardom relatable. Readers follow her childhood in Compton, where the sisters shared a room, and also see her early determination to catch up to Venus, who was already winning professional tournaments as a young teen. It is clear what Serena owes to all the girls—from their stylishness and willingness to play games to their Saturday ritual of going to the courts near their California home. Ahanonu provides bright portraits and emphasizes the way tennis was prominent in their lives by using neon yellow to accent each two-page spread. Quotes from the sisters float in highlighter-bright circles bouncing across the afterword like fresh tennis balls. An up-to-date bibliography lists plenty of resources to lead readers to more material. A special effort.Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2019) A picture-book biography of tennis champion Serena Williams. Serena was the youngest of five sisters, behind, in birth order, Yetunde, Isha, Lyndrea, and Venus. The sisters used old, donated balls to play tennis in their hometown of Compton, California; they weren’t very bouncy but would later help Venus and Serena as “good practice for Wimbledon…where the balls bounced lower because the tennis court was made of grass” (Serena would go on to win seven Wimbledon titles). Emphasis is placed on the deep and “unbreakable” bond among the five sisters. Ahanonu’s style emphasizes flat swaths of digital color, and as a result readers may need to rely on the sisters’ relative sizes and hairstyles to pick out Serena. As Gray tells it, Serena was gifted at tennis, but her father didn’t feel she was ready to compete—so she won her first match after secretly signing up for a tournament Venus was competing in, the beginning of an incredible career that has continued to make history and has consistently been supported by her sisters’ love and encouragement. Though focusing on the sisterly bond is commendable and introducing the three older sisters refreshing, alluding to but never naming racism feels disingenuous, especially given the racial injustice Williams has endured. Later images of the Williams sisters at their predominantly white Florida tennis academy only partially compensate. An illuminating and inspiring—if somewhat rose-colored—chronicle of the life of a world-class athlete. (afterword, biographical note, bibliography) (Picture book/biography. 5-9)
18.11 1 18.11 9780062849304 4 School Library Journal (December 1, 2020) Gr 1-3-This picture book biography chronicles the career of Williamina Stevens Fleming (1857-1911), who was a white Scottish scientist. Her groundbreaking work, which classified the spectra of stars recorded on the telescope of the Harvard College Observatory, was a major contribution to the science of astronomy. The text emphasizes Fleming's early signs of curiosity, her frequent questioning, and her ultimate fascination with the stars. Readers follow her growth and development from her marriage, the disappearance of her husband, and her work as a maid. Her job as a maid for Professor Pickering and his wife Elizabeth led to her career in astronomy. Pickering, who was the director of the Harvard College Observatory for studying stars, and his wife recognized Fleming's intelligence and gave her a chance to replace one of the professor's male assistants, who was making mistakes in his mathematical calculations. As one of several women hired by the observatory as "human computers," Fleming classified the spectra of stars as recorded by the observatory's telescope. She also discovered a "stellar nursery," a place where stars are born, within the Orion constellation. When Fleming was appointed curator of astronomical photographs in 1898, she became the first woman to receive an official title at Harvard. Includes an author's note, a time line, and a bibliography. VERDICT A compelling story and a fine addition to STEM studies.-Myra Zarnowski, City Univ. of New York © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (December 1, 2020 (Vol. 117, No. 7)) Grades 1-3. In this account of resilience and academic passion, astronomer Williamina Stevens Fleming steps out of the scientific shadows as she becomes the first woman with an official title at Harvard University. Lasky tracks Fleming’s progress from little Scottish “Mina,” eager to understand the science behind early photography, to her immigration to the U.S. and eventual work in spectrometry, and it’s a remarkable journey. After the disappearance of her husband, a pregnant Fleming found housekeeping work in the home of Harvard College Observatory’s director, where she impressed him and his wife with constant questions and obvious intelligence, leading to her becoming an indispensable academic assistant and expert in spectrometry. At a time when women weren’t even allowed to use a telescope (they might catch cold in the drafty observatory!), Fleming carved out a place in the male-dominated environment, was appointed curator of astronomical photographs, and advocated for other women in science in the nineteenth century. The terrific text is educational as well, combining compelling story with tidbits of scientific information. Swaney's soft, striking digital illustrations are a mix of watercolors, gouache, and colored pencils, sweetly detailing Fleming’s story and the wonders of the night sky. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, bibliography, and meaningful author’s note. An inspiring introduction to an overlooked and incredibly important life.Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2020) A scientific dreamer grounded in hard work. Poetic, accessible text combines with intricate, appealing illustrations to portray Williamina Stevens Fleming (1857-1911), talented astronomer, resilient and highly intelligent individual, and the first woman given an official title (curator of astronomical photographs) at Harvard University. Her early years are gracefully depicted (her exposure to the magic of chemistry and light via her photographer father; her job teaching at age 14 after his death; how she left Dundee, Scotland, in order to marry and move to Cambridge, Massachusetts), leading up to her husband’s disappearance and her path to astronomy. Alone and expecting a child, she secured a job as a maid in the home of the director of the Harvard College Observatory, where she asked questions, absorbed information, and was eventually hired to study and calculate the colors produced by stars and recorded by the observatory. Her discoveries and her love of astronomy rise to the surface and will inspire an interest in young readers and listeners while the struggles and inequities she faced—raising a child alone, subsisting on low wages, not being allowed to use a telescope out of spurious concern for her health—show the difficulties she dealt with as a woman of the time and how she paved the way for others. Swaney’s delicate cartoons depict Fleming in Edwardian garb, a White woman amid an almost all-White cast. (This book was reviewed digitally with 11-by-18-inch double-page spreads viewed at 57.4% of actual size.) Both an intriguing introduction to astronomy and an involving tale of a strong woman who overcame adversity. (timeline, glossary, biographical note, author’s note, bibliography) (Picture book/biography. 6-10)
17.82 1 17.82 9781518188565 5 School Library Journal (February 1, 2016) Gr 4-6-Sports, friendship, tragedy, and a love connection are all wrapped up in one heartwarming, page-turning story. Jeremiah lives and breathes baseball and wants nothing more than to be a professional player, but when he learns that he suffers from a severe heart condition, his dreams are put on hold. Soon after he and his single father move to a town that is something of a baseball capital, the entire community is shaken by the death of a beloved school baseball player-and a town scandal that is revealed in the aftermath. Jeremiah finds himself coaching and bringing baseball back to the local middle school and ends up motivating the entire town. When he and his father are faced with having to leave their new town behind, Jeremiah has to deal with the possibility of also leaving his heart in the very place that helped to make it stronger. This coming-of-age tale features a boy who is courageous and witty; readers-baseball fans or otherwise-will cheer on Jeremiah and this team. VERDICT The latest middle grade novel from this award-winning author is triumphant and moving.-Nikitia Wilson, Convent of the Sacred Heart School Library, New York City © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (December 15, 2015 (Vol. 112, No. 8)) Grades 5-8. Twelve-year-old Jeremiah is a baseball fanatic with two strikes against him: as a baby he was a foundling, and when he was 10, he had a heart transplant, which means he can’t play baseball. Fortunately, he has a wonderful adoptive father, and now that they have moved to a new town, Jeremiah is determined to coach his middle school’s baseball team, the Muskrats—which is only sort of a team since their coach was fired and there are not currently enough kids to fill the positions. But Jeremiah’s energy is infectious, and soon he has gathered the right players. Then the town’s varsity team is visited by scandal, and the town begins to lose faith in the sport. Perhaps Jeremiah has enough faith to make up for it? He renames the team the Eagles, and, indeed, they start to soar, though Jeremiah’s problematic health remains a hurdle. Bauer’s latest feel-good novel is distinguished by a largehearted warmth, its able characterizations, a page-turning plot, and winning humor. If Jeremiah sometimes seems too old and wise for his years, few readers will care. They will be too busy rooting for the Eagles . . . and their coach.Kirkus Reviews starred (December 1, 2015) Jeremiah has a lot of heart, which is a little ironic, since the heart that beats in his chest is a transplanted one. For a sixth-grader, he's very wise. When his adoptive dad, Walt, has to make a temporary move to a small, baseball-fixated Ohio town, it seems like the perfect opportunity for Jeremiah to make use of his can-do attitude to revive the nearly defunct middle school baseball team. He's too sick to play, but he loves the game, and he's an incredible coach. He also brings those same brightly inspiring skills to bear on his across-the-street neighbor, Franny, who's suffering from a loss that involves her absent father. Meanwhile, the discovery that the championship high school baseball team's members have been using steroids rocks the town after the pitcher dies from the illegal drug, possibly provided by his win-at-all-costs coach. Jeremiah's voice is perfect: plucky, vulnerable, pragmatic, smart, and immensely endearing. Bauer masterfully manages the various plotlines: the inept middle school team's evolving proficiency, good-hearted Walt's bumbling efforts at dating, Franny's gradual acceptance of her father's abandonment, the town's adjustment to a new reality, and especially the way Jeremiah's uncertain health heartbreakingly colors all his efforts. Bauer writes her characters white as default, relying on naming conventions and description to indicate her characters of color. An outstanding, tender exploration of courage and the true nature of heroism and, for good measure, a fine homage to America's game, as well. (Fiction. 9-13)
18.11 1 18.11 9780593384435 4 School Library Journal (January 1, 2022) PreS-Gr 1-This picture book highlights a random assortment of solitary animals. Groups of animals are highlighted and the appropriate collective noun used to describe them. For example, a "tower of giraffes" is juxtaposed with the solitary jaguar. Hummingbirds are a "charm," but eagles fly solo. Little more is explained about individual animals, and there is the odd switch, when a "swarm of swallows" is then called a gulp. Except for the alliteration, this will confuse readers. Brilliantly colored digital illustrations of the individual animals are sometimes realistic and sometimes less so. Very simple text introduces each animal and their collective nouns. The beauty of the illustrations could provide a jumping-off point to exploring individual animals in greater detail and could encourage a discussion of collective names. In addition, students could explore the details of why some animals live in groups and some do not. VERDICT With lovely illustrations and a variety of animal collective nouns, this book is meant for browsing.-Susan Lissim © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (January/February, 2022) Most animals live in groups, but some live most of their lives by themselves. Stein introduces four solitary species and contrasts their contented solo lifestyles with social animals in similar habitats. In describing the social animals, their colorful collective nouns are used: after a parade of elephants, tower of giraffes, and dazzle of zebras arrive at a waterhole, the panther appears "by herself" without additional descriptors. Similarly, an octopus and an eagle are contrasted with sea and air animals, respectively, which include a pod of whales, school of fish, huddle of hummingbirds, and kit of pigeons. A lone sloth receives no comparisons but is instead amusingly portrayed moving very slowly as a single short sentence unfolds across a three-spread sequence: "The sloth is... / ...a solitary... / ...animal, too." The visually stunning and dynamic illustrations favor inky black, indigo, and light blue backgrounds, in front of which the contrastingly colorful animals seem to glow. A section titled "More about Solitary Animals" provides brief answers to questions young children might ask as they compare their feelings about aloneness with those of the creatures. Danielle J. Ford January/February 2022 p.138Booklist (December 1, 2021 (Vol. 118, No. 7)) Preschool-Grade 2. Stein introduces one aspect of animals’ social behavior (whether they live in groups or alone) in this boldly illustrated picture book. To accomplish this, he utilizes playful collective nouns to contrast animal groups with solitary creatures that thrive on their own. The book opens at a watering hole, where a dazzle of zebras and tower of giraffes gather—and a lone black panther quietly lurks nearby. Similar scenarios are provided for wildlife in the sea and sky, but the illustrations are what will truly catch the reader’s attention. Ramsey creates dynamic, large-format scenes full of drama and vibrant colors that pop against their backgrounds. For example, a bald eagle poses regally against a swath of blue sky, and a mesmerizing school of fish, shown only in blue silhouette, spirals into the ocean’s inky black depths. At the very end of the book, readers will find a Q&amp;A section about what it means to be a solitary animal and how they survive being alone. An edifying and entrancing book that works well in group and solitary settings.
13.30 1 13.30 9781537919782 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781984847621 4 School Library Journal starred (March 1, 2021) K-Gr 2-This picture book biography recounts the story of James Herman Banning, from his first encounter with a real "birdman" in Thomas, OK, in 1911 to a lifelong love of flying. Despite his passion and hard work, Banning struggled to find someone willing to teach him to fly because he was a Black man. Ultimately, a white lieutenant named Raymond Fisher became his teacher and friend. After Fisher was killed in a plane crash in 1926, Banning had to build his own plane from scrap and spare parts to continue his career in aviation. In 1929 Banning took a position at William Powell's all-Black flight school, the Bessie Coleman Aero Club, in Los Angeles. Then in 1932 with airplane mechanic Thomas Cox Allen-the Flying Hobos, so named because of the help they received from the communities where they landed-he undertook a 21-day journey from Los Angeles to New York City in an Eaglerock plane. Back matter explains that Jaggar and researcher Pat Smith pieced together this account of the Flying Hobos based on articles from historical Black newspapers, interviews with Banning's descendants, and an unpublished manuscript written by Thomas Cox Allen that detailed their flight across the country. Cooper's expansive illustrations are rendered in muted earth tones, with an impressionistic, dreamlike quality. VERDICT A pathos-filled picture book that celebrates the life of a figure in American history who hasn't been featured often in children's books. Recommended for all nonfiction collections.-Kelly Topita, Anne Arundel County P.L., MD © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2021) James Herman Banning, an African American living in Canton, Oklahoma, in the early 1900s, wanted to fly, especially after learning that the Wright Brothers had taken to the skies for sixteen and a half minutes in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in October 1905. At the Excelsior Library (the first Oklahoma library for Blacks), he read about how "flying machines" stayed aloft. In 1911, young James saw "birdman" Charles Walsh fly at the fair and climbed aboard his craft when no one was looking. After World War I began, Banning attended Iowa State for one year then opened an automobile repair business at age twenty-one, through which he met Lieutenant Raymond Fisher, a pilot, who taught James to fly. Despite racist discrimination and finances that limited his access to the best equipment, Banning, along with Black mechanic Thomas Cox Allen, became the first African American to fly the 3,300 miles from Los Angeles to New York, stopping in towns that would welcome Black aeronauts. Everyone who supported their journey signed the wing of their plane, the Eaglerock. Cooper's signature illustrations, highly textured oil-on-board, reveal Banning's passion for flight and his determination to spend as much time as possible in the air. The prominence of brown hues centers Black lives in this story, while equally impressive blues keep readers looking skyward. An entertaining, exquisitely illustrated biography of a Black aeronaut who should be as well known as the Wright Brothers. An author's note, quotation sources, newspaper articles by Banning, interviews, documents, and further reading are appended. Michelle H. Martin March/April 2021 p.114Kirkus Reviews (December 1, 2020) Black pilot James Herman Banning makes history with a cross-country flight in 1932. Banner wanted wings from the time he was a child. He read widely as a child and young man, and he attended college for one year—as one of only seven Black students accepted—but was forced to leave for financial reasons. As he opened a mechanic shop, he continued to dream of flying. But no flight schools would take on a Black student. One day, a pilot came into his shop with a motorcycle, and Banning asked him for lessons. This time, the answer was yes. Banning finally got his chance to learn to fly. He earned his pilot’s license and continued teaching himself. He moved to California to teach at a new aviation school for Black men and women. Then he set out to pursue a new dream: to fly from Los Angeles to Long Island. With a partner, a cobbled-together airplane, and the support of many, both individuals and whole communities where they stopped on the way, Banning achieved this goal. Long paragraphs of text on each spread detail dates and locations of the duo’s flight. The level of detail provided makes this book suitable for older readers, particularly those interested in flight. Cooper’s softly painted artwork creates a lovely period feel to complement the story. Banning’s determination in overcoming obstacles is impressive, and the realistic ways in which supporters and refusers influenced his path paint an accurate portrait of the United States. (This book was reviewed digitally with 11-by-16-inch double-page spreads viewed at 67.5% of actual size.) A story well worth sharing. (note, sources, further reading) (Picture book/biography. 6-10)
17.00 1 17.00 9781413148886 0
14.50 1 14.50 9781534418226 3 Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2023) Set one week after its predecessor (Stuntboy, in the Meantime, rev. 1/22), this illustrated novel follows Portico Reeves through one very eventful day as the self-appointed superhero struggles with anxiety ("the frets"), dabbles in misbehavior, and confronts his parents' recent separation. When Portico's mother sends him off on what should be a short two-floor trip to his father's new apartment for their very first "DAD-urday," the young hero is weighed down by both literal and figurative baggage: carrying a garbage bag of old apartment leftovers and the fear of permanently being "in-between" his parents. Once Portico meets up with his two best friends, he quickly strays off-course thanks to run-ins with bizarre bullies, eccentric neighbors, and out-there scenarios (like catching seventeen iguanas). Presented as if episodes of a retro TV show (complete with theme music, commercial breaks, etc.), each self-contained chapter generally features a new problem and speedy resolve; however, Reynolds's imaginative, layered storytelling continuously explores large, overarching themes of family, friendship, and belonging with recurring motifs and metaphors. Supporting and expanding the lively text are Raul the Third's kinetic illustrations, playful characterizations, and eye-popping spreads. A lived-in, tactile quality to the overall design is achieved through thoughtful coloring, engaging layouts, and an incorporation of real-world textures such as bricks, plaster, and paint. While a realistic resolution is achieved for Portico's family, Stuntboy's outrageous adventures (thankfully) don't seem to be over yet. Patrick Gall November/December 2023 p.89Booklist starred (June 1, 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 19)) Grades 3-5. Just getting from his mom’s apartment on the fourth floor to his dad’s on the third for “Dad-urday” takes Portico “Stuntboy” Reeves all day in this equally funny and tumultuous follow-up to Stuntboy, in the Meantime (2021). First, there’s almost getting stuck in the elevator and then having to negotiate the stairs past all the “weenagers, the treenagers, and the freenagers." Then there are the 17 loose iguanas in 4Q to recapture, and the empty apartment with the unlocked door on the eighth floor that, to Portico, with fellow superheroes Zola and Herbert, just begs to have its walls decorated with magic markers—an act that results, like so many episodes of awesome TV series Super Space Warriors do, in an “Explosion of Great Magnitude” when the super finds out. Once again, Reynolds adroitly weaves emotional business into the teeming tapestry of apartment houselife by surrounding his caped protagonist, still struggling with his parents’ recent separation, with a colorful cast depicted by Raúl the Third in typically snappy, dynamic flurries of motion on nearly every page. Zola’s dazzling Grandpa Pepper, who names nail-polish colors for a living and takes over the vacant apartment with his own purple haired Gran Gran in tow, makes a particularly unforgettable entrance. But Pepper fits right in, as readers will be yearning to do, with the distinctive residents of Skylight Gardens.Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2023) Portico “Stuntboy” Reeves, once “the greatest superhero you’ve never ever heard of,” is back—with a super group of friends and new challenges in his life. Because of his parents’ divorce, Portico had to move from the fourth floor of Skylight Gardens—his beloved apartment building filled to the brim with eclectic neighbors—to both the third and fifth floors. Portico is feeling the toll of the split even in his surreal but revealing dreams. When the elevator breaks down in real life, Portico’s mom trusts that he can make it down to the third floor on his own, but distractions abound. The episodic storytelling with cleverly illustrated asides documents the building’s residents and even takes metanarrative shots at the creators in a charmingly relatable account of an adventurous kid pursuing hijinks with best friend Zola and new friend/former bully Herbert. On the surface, the kids’ art project in an empty eighth floor apartment is the primary source of delay, but savvy readers will eventually notice the signs of avoidance. The in-between time is poignantly where the bulk of this outing takes place and where it packs its biggest punch, as the chasm between drifting parents is easy to get lost in. But with supportive friends, thoughtful (and peculiar) neighbors, some space to express himself, and undeniable heroics, Portico eventually finds his way, even if he only finds what he wants most in his dreams. The cast reads majority Black. Fun and emotionally perceptive. (additional sketches) (Adventure. 7–12)
14.55 1 14.55 9781250800572 2 Booklist (October 1, 2020 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 1. In this companion to Hello, World! (2020), Long returns to Happy County and its cheery animal community. Endpapers introduce Sssonny Sssnakerton, Hector the Director, the County Mounties, and other inhabitants, as well as a wide-eyed sun and moon. In the opening spread, reminiscent of Richard Scarry with labeled, action-filled scenes around town, young readers are encouraged to find these favorite residents participating in numerous activities, with the sun high and large above. Other double-page spreads feature these characters in very short stories with word and visual play. Together, they build context for intermittent science lessons on the water cycle, photosynthesis, and solar power. As the sun sets and the moon takes prominence, the different types of spreads repeat. For instance, readers look for characters in a busy evening scene, Hector films a movie starring the moon, and science lessons comprise phases of the moon, tides, and the planets. As the book cycles through another day and night, children begin to feel their rhythm. A delightful blend of language, science, and visual literacy skills.Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2020) This return visit to Happy County following series opener Hello, World! (2020) includes informational sections along with brief narratives, search-and-find challenges, lots of labels, and many visual jokes. Once again there are 18 chapters, mostly two pages each. The action takes place over two days and two nights with the Sun and the Moon depicted in both factual and fanciful fashion. Small stories feature a grandmother’s visit, a filmmaker’s frustration, a hot air balloon mishap (solved with ingenuity by the Bright Brothers), an entrepreneurial snake gardener, and a backyard campout. Sections between the stories provide basic facts, with varying success, about the water cycle, photosynthesis, the phases (or “faces”) of the moon, tides, planets, and solar power. In addition to feeling slightly arbitrary despite their ties to the moon and sun, these informational sections are generally too brief to be truly informative, most obviously in the explanation of low and high tides. Occasionally awkward phrasing further weakens the overall appeal. Despite these flaws, there is plenty to like about Long’s busy artwork and the (mostly) anthropomorphic animals that populate his cheery community. Luckily, the format lends itself to reading sections independently as well as sequentially. Fans of the first book will be amused by spotting Farmer Del, still chasing L’il Beaky, on some spreads while readers new and old will enjoy catching the clever puns and learning a wide variety of vocabulary words. (This book was reviewed digitally with 12-by-20-inch double-page spreads viewed at actual size.) Overstuffed and not entirely successful, this follow-up is nonetheless fun and entertaining. (Picture book. 4-8)
18.11 1 18.11 9781643750958 2 Kirkus Reviews (December 1, 2022) Pets can be…complicated. When Sunny’s father adopts a scruffy gray cat he names Oswaldo, Sunny is less than thrilled. Sunny, who has light, freckled skin and straight reddish-brown hair, doesn’t like the cat’s name, his grooming habits, or the way he hisses at her. But Sunny’s father loves Oswaldo, so Sunny tolerates him—even when it seems like Oswaldo gets special privileges that Sunny doesn’t. Oswaldo often disappears all day, returning before bedtime—until one day he doesn’t. Sunny is initially happy, but her father explains that Oswaldo’s life pre-adoption was tough and they need to be a little patient with him. “That doesn’t mean he’s not a good cat. That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t love him.” Thankfully Oswaldo eventually reappears, and both he and Sunny become a little more tolerant of each other. This well-paced story tells a realistic story of an adopted pet with grace and light humor. Families with strong-willed pets will love meeting Oswaldo, and those considering adopting a new furry friend from a shelter will find this an excellent way to remind younger family members that some animals, especially those who have endured difficult pasts, may be slow to warm up. The artwork has an exaggerated, cartoonish quality, though it also turns poignant; the final illustration of Sunny and Oswaldo hugging makes clear that even the most stubborn of us—human and pet—can change our opinions when we consider others. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Purrfectly charming! (Picture book. 4-7)Publishers Weekly (November 28, 2022) When Dad brings home a scruffy gray stray whom he names Oswaldo, the feline spurns child Sunny. Sunny’s not fond of cats, but it still hurts when Oswaldo eschews Sunny’s best attempts at camaraderie, and will only cuddle and purr with Dad, who clearly "loved that cat more than anything"-Dad even takes Oswaldo’s side when the cat becomes frightened and scratches Sunny. When Oswaldo goes missing, Mom nudges Sunny to join Dad’s frantic search ("They need each other," she says) and something clicks with the girl when her father explains that while Oswaldo may never get over the trauma of abandonment, "that doesn’t mean he’s not a good cat. That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t love him." In an authorial picture book debut, Melleby (The Science of Being Angry) and Bulgarian illustrator Colombo create a story about animal-human attachment, found family, and much more: with economic text and scribbly cartooning, they also offer an astute look at that moment when a child realizes there is more in a parent’s heart than initially imagined. All human characters read as white. Ages 4-8. Author’s agent: Jim McCarthy, Dystel, Goderich & Bourret. Illustrator’s agent: Anne Moore Armstrong, Bright Agency. (Feb.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
18.11 1 18.11 9780593377468 4 School Library Journal Xpress starred (June 10, 2022) K-Gr 3-"While those early days were a total blur, every now and then, time stood perfectly still. Until one day...a first step, and the child became...THE BLUR." From infancy, to toddlerhood, and, in a blink of an eye, driving, Lê and Santat illustrate how quickly a child grows in the eyes of a parent. Similar to their prior collaboration, Drawn Together, Lê and Santat simultaneously showcase an Asian American family in the roles of the main characters, while also inviting all families to find themselves within the pages. Parents and caregivers will surely relate to the story. While it is traditional to provide some graduates with a book to honor their journey, this book may encourage a new tradition of gifting the parents and caregivers who assisted every step of the way. VERDICT This relatable tale documents the quick journey from infancy to graduation, which seems to happen in a blur. This book is a must-purchase.-Katherine Forsman © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 1, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 15)) Grades K-3. For the parents of the infant in this picture book, the time goes by in a blur of sleepless nights, endless diapers, and supersonic screaming until suddenly the infant learns to walk and becomes a blur herself, running unknowingly into traffic and leaping onto beds in superhero capes, while shell-shocked parents race behind. And although the time occasionally stops for sweet moments, that baby is soon a young woman driving herself to college, and the parents waving goodbye don’t know how it happened so fast. It’s all a blur. Similar to their previous collaboration, Drawn Together (2018), Lê and Santat again use Asian American characters to tell the story of family members in a state of tension finding their way to tenderness. The Blur is an unapologetic two-hankie weeper of a tale for anyone who has witnessed a child growing up faster than predicted (which would be, let’s face it, all parents). Most notably, while Lê’s words are moving, Santat’s trademark emotionally exaggerated artwork is as humorous and high energy as ever, with layers of images providing the skillful time lapse familiar to any parent. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: This prestigious pair knows how to produce crowd-pleasers, and this will be particularly popular when graduation season rolls around.Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2022) The Blur is a whirlwind force from the moment the infant arrives home until the day the child drives off to college. Simultaneously a spoof on the superhero genre and a tribute to parenthood, Lê's text reads like a voice-over narrator describing the origin story of a new hero: the Blur! Beginning as an infant, the baby immediately displays hilarious superpowers, such as “the supersonic voice” (the little one’s loud wails) and “fantastically elastic limbs” (middle-of-the-night bed sharing). Santat’s comical depiction of this exhausted and shellshocked Asian family is sure to elicit knowing smiles from parents as the child learns to walk and becomes the Blur, racing “headfirst toward danger” and leaving “no corner unexplored.” Spreads depicting the trouble the child gets into, as well as a myriad of idyllic scenes of childhood, show time zipping along as the Blur morphs into a teen. Before you know it, the parents are celebrating their child in cap and gown, then saying goodbye as their confident young adult drives off to college. The tongue-in-cheek tone and energetic illustrations rendered in colored pencil, watercolor, and Photoshop propel the reader through an entire childhood in a nostalgic blur, and every parent will relate to the feeling of loving, holding on, and then letting go of this time that passes so quickly. Young readers will appreciate the superhero jokes but may not connect with the overall theme of the book, and that’s OK. (This book was reviewed digitally.) This one’s for the parents. Enjoy. (Picture book. 3-8)
17.21 1 17.21 9781416985853 7 School Library Journal (October 1, 2009) Gr 1-3-Frightened by his own reflection, a goblin lives alone, hidden away from the world. One day as he watches from a distance, he sees a farmer who is so overcome with grief that he is unable to finish his work. The next day he sees the farmer's wife and the following day his daughter, both unable to set aside their sorrow and complete their chores. For three nights, the goblin does the family's work, unaware that each member in this silent, sorrowful family has seen him. At breakfast on the fourth day, as they stare at a chair vacant since the loss of a child in the winter, they rise and place another helping of food on the table. Then they open the door. Afraid to enter, the goblin hides, but when the family gets up to leave the table, food untouched, he joins them at breakfast. Each page contains a frame with a large square picture at the bottom and a top border illustration. Small goblin heads peer out from both sides of the frame. The stylized watercolor-and-ink illustrations, done in muted tones, are attractive but static, showing characters that seem to be posing rather than being caught in the action of the moment. Like the pictures, this quiet, simply written tale lacks real drama, but its message of kindness and compassion will appeal to many readers.-Barbara Scotto, Children's Literature New England, Brookline, MA Copyright 2009 Reed Business Information.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2009) Helpful domestic fairies traditionally visit at night to secretly assist with farm and household work. The goblin in this tale seems to be of this ilk. Solitary and lonely, he encounters a family full of sorrow and stealthily helps the farmer with stump removal and the farmer's wife with garden chores. Things move into a more psychological realm when he sits overnight at the bedside of the farm daughter. "He soothed where soothing was needed." It is implied (in the pictures alone) that the family is grieving the loss of another child, and when they discover the goblin's compassion they invite him into their household, to the solace of all. With its rhythmic repetitions, the text has a cozy folktale feel, but the illustrations tell a starker, more twenty-first-century story. The courtly goblin is a combination of Victorian portrayals of the beast in "The Beauty and the Beast" and a science fiction creature, with green skin and talons. The setting is fantasy castle and thatched cottage surrounded by gardens of surreal trees and flowers. A fairy-tale ending of kindness and shared hospitality comes with an uneasy edge.Booklist (August 2009 (Vol. 105, No. 22)) Grades K-1. The all-star team of Fox and the Dillons brings poise and sensitivity to this folksy tale of the pitfalls of self-perception. Long ago and far away, a green-skinned goblin sees his reflection in a pond. Horrified, he wraps his face in gauze and resolves to spend his lifetime alone. But after years of solitude, he finds himself sneaking out at night to do good deeds for a family of farmers. He chops their wood, sows their garden, and soothes their child. Unbeknownst to him, the family is watching. Fox concocts a clever symbolism: when the farmer anguishes, he proceeds to bury his head in his hands, as does his wife and child, which mirrors the goblin’s covered countenance. The ink-and-watercolors are rigidly confined to uniform frames, but even these frames are ornately festooned with not-so-monstrous faces, further developing the story’s theme. When the family finally invites the goblin into their home and unwraps his gauze, we don’t get to see his face, but that’s the whole point—it doesn’t really matter, does it?
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17.21 1 17.21 9781368000833 6 School Library Journal (April 1, 2019) PreS-Gr 2-In this humorous twist on the phrase "the great outdoors," a menagerie of forest animals move into a home to enjoy the great indoors. The beavers move into the kitchen to cook and provide snacks, while the deer dance along with a karaoke machine. The skunks enjoy the electricity and cell phone reception, and the beavers are happy to be dry. The moose welcome the noise, and the bears work on projects with power tools. Before long, though, the benefits of the great indoors begin to wear thin. A beaver complains: "My thumbs hurt from playing Dam Builder 4 all day," the kitchen is a mess, and a bear breaks the bed. Finally, in a wordless double-page spread, the animals' facial expressions convey their frustration amid the chaos. The animals miss the outdoors but heartily agree to come back next year. The final pages reveal a human family approaching the door, relieved to be home and about to encounter their wrecked home after, what must be assumed, their vacation in the great outdoors. Cartoon-style illustrations and speech bubbles, alongside humorous illustrations (such as the bear working on a honey purifier), make this one a winner. VERDICT A laugh-out-loud title that's sure to be a hit with older preschoolers and early elementary students.-Ramarie Beaver, -Plano Public Library System, TX © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2019) The tables are turned in this mischievous comedy about the highs and lows of camping. As a camper van full of humans drives away from a house, two bears in the front yard come out of hiding: the coast is clear. Father, mother, and teenage bearBooklist starred (March 15, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 14)) Grades K-3. Vacation time! No sooner does the RV, piled high with camping gear, head off down the road toward Mother Nature than Nature begins moving into the empty house. “The bears always arrived first,” Falatko begins, and the bears are soon joined by beavers lugging groceries, deer with a karaoke machine and disco balls, and skunks plugging in their cell phones: “Ah, the simple life. When you want light, you just flip a switch. So simple.” Alas, the idyll begins to sour after a week (“You’re not supposed to put nacho cheese in the toaster!”), as the garbage and litter mount up and the pleasures of outdoor peace and quiet, not to mention the ease of just peeing behind a tree rather than having to figure out how to use the toilet and toilet paper, begin to look more and more appealing. In hilarious cartoon illustrations, Chan follows the wild visitors (some of whom are given human ’dos just to make the episode’s point a bit more explicit) as they exuberantly trash their temporary habitat and, when the revels pall, wearily depart for their native one . . . just before, unsuspecting, the human vacationers walk back through the door. A peaceful nature scene closes as neat a bit of turnabout as ever was.
12.60 1 12.60 9781534493186 4 School Library Journal (October 1, 2022) K-Gr 3-Mutant potato brothers Rot and Snot have a competition to decide who is the greatest in the world, to be judged by their little sister, Tot. When neither a potato sack race nor a game of hot potato produces a winner, they have a laugh-off, with an unexpected result. Potato puns abound in "spudtacular" fashion, and Clanton's characters have many more expressions than Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head. Enthusiastic early riser Rot is medium-sized and brownish, grumpy Snot is larger and greener, and "super chipper." Tot is the smallest, with yellowish skin and a blue and white polka-dotted bow (which matches the endpapers). Five short chapters, followed by "Spudtacular Facts and Fun," introduce readers to Clanton's new characters, who are just as silly and appealing as Narwhal and Jelly. Back matter includes step-by-step instructions for how to draw Rot. VERDICT An excellent addition where early reader graphic novels are popular (that is, everywhere).-Jenny Arch © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2022 (Vol. 119, No. 5)) Grades 1-3. Rot Poe Tater, a mutant potato, thinks he is the greatest in the world. But then he is challenged by his brother, Snot, to a Greatest in the World contest—a potato sack race through Barrel Bottom Bog past the Moldy Mounds to the top of High Hill—which will be judged by their little sister, Tot. When they tie, they must compete in a second contest, a high-speed roll of Hot Potato Hill, and then a third and final competition: a laugh-off until there’s only one tuber left standing. Chock-full of spudtacular puns and a feel-good surprise ending, Clanton offers a delightful laugh-on-every-page early chapter book for kids ready to tackle longer stories but with very simple text and visual context clues. The graphic novel elements interspersed throughout the standard illustrated text will hold great appeal for young readers. The artwork, done digitally, combines watercolor in mustard yellows and moldy greens with (quite brilliantly) potato printing to create some truly disgusting and lovable antiheroes.Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2022) One grumbly day, two mutant tater brothers vie to determine who is the greatest in the world. It’s goofy-looking Rot Poe Tater, with an awesome unibrow and “surprisingly sturdy stick legs,” versus big brother Snot, a sleepy, upset couch potato with bedhead. Tot, their “usually super chipper” little sister, acts as the judge. The first challenge, a potato sack race with shades of “The Tortoise and the Hare,” ends in a tie. The second contest is Hot Potato Hill, where the brothers must roll down a hill after Tot. No one wins, and the third contest is a laugh-off. Rot declares he’s laughing so hard that he needs to pee his pants but then remembers he doesn’t wear pants. When Rot and Snot are laughed out, Tot is still giggling. That’s when the plot twists and twists again. The text, primarily boastful speech-bubble banter between Rot and Snot, also contains songs, cheers from an enthusiastic worm, and fun wordplay, including alliterative places names like Barrel Bottom Bog and the Moldy Mounds. Text in a smaller typeface alternates with graphic panels, keeping the action moving. Expressive potato faces make the action and emotions clear. Fans of the picture book Rot: The Cutest in the World (2016) will enjoy seeing the protagonist again; Clanton relies on the same simple yet expressive cartoon illustrations and humor. This tater trio, and worm, will keep readers laughing, singing, and cheering from the first page to the last. (pictures of other taters who have excelled in the Hot Potato Hill challenge, facts about potatoes, lesson on how to draw Rot) (Graphic novel. 5-7)
18.11 1 18.11 9781582464503 5 School Library Journal (September 1, 2013) K-Gr 2-Brian feels invisible. His teacher hardly notices him, the other kids never invite him to play, and he eats lunch alone. But he loves to draw, so at recess, he creates comics about greedy pirates, battling space aliens, and superheroes with the power to make friends everywhere. One day, a new boy, Justin, joins the class. The other children make fun of him for eating Bulgogi, a Korean dish, but Brian slips him a friendly note. When it is time to find partners for a class project, Justin asks Brian to join him and another boy. Brian's artistic talents come in handy, and finally he is no longer invisible. This is a simple yet heartfelt story about a boy who has been excluded for no apparent reason but finds a way to cope and eventually gains acceptance. Barton's scribbly illustrations look like something Brian may have made. Pencil sketches painted digitally are set against lots of white space, and sometimes atop a background of Brian's drawings on lined notebook paper. At the start of this picture book, Brian is shown in shades of gray while the rest of the world is in color, a visual reminder of his isolation. Color starts to creep in as he is noticed by Justin. Once he becomes part of the group, he is revealed in full color. The thought-provoking story includes questions for discussion and suggested reading lists for adults and children in the back matter. Pair this highly recommended book with Jacqueline Woodson's Each Kindness (Penguin, 2012) for units on friendship or feelings.-Martha Simpson, Stratford Library Association, CT (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2013 (Vol. 110, No. 5)) Preschool-Grade 2. For the first half of Ludwig’s picture book, a lonesome-looking boy appears rendered in gray and white. Even the teacher has no time for “invisible” Brian, as she is busy dealing with the noisy children in her class. Brian, with his big glasses and toothy smile, gets his hopes dashed when he isn’t picked for the kickball team. He finds solace in his drawings, where fire-breathing dragons scale tall buildings and superheroes have the power to make friends. When new student Justin arrives, Brian befriends him when the others don’t, and they become buddies and even add a third boy to become a trio. Now visible in glorious color, Brian and his new friends present a project to their newly appreciative classmates. The joyful last pages show Brian with the children playing happily in real and imaginary activities. Brian’s childlike drawings, done in ink and collage, are spot-on in representing the way children depict their imaginary world and their very real feelings. “Questions for Discussion” in the back matter provide guidelines for teachers and parents.Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2013) This endearing picture book about a timid boy who longs to belong has an agenda but delivers its message with great sensitivity. Brian wants to join in but is overlooked, even ostracized, by his classmates. Readers first see him alone on the front endpapers, drawing in chalk on the ground. The school scenarios are uncomfortably familiar: High-maintenance children get the teacher's attention; team captains choose kickball players by popularity and athletic ability; chatter about birthday parties indicates they are not inclusive events. Tender illustrations rendered in glowing hues capture Brian's isolation deftly; compared to the others and his surroundings, he appears in black and white. What saves Brian is his creativity. As he draws, Brian imagines amazing stories, including a poignant one about a superhero with the power to make friends. When a new boy takes some ribbing, it is Brian who leaves an illustrated note to make him feel better. The boy does not forget this gesture. It only takes one person noticing Brian for the others to see his talents have value; that he has something to contribute. Brian's colors pop. In the closing endpapers, Brian's classmates are spread around him on the ground, "wearing" his chalk-drawn wings and capes. Use this to start a discussion: The author includes suggested questions and recommended reading lists for adults and children. Accessible, reassuring and hopeful. (Picture book. 5-7)
13.57 1 13.57 9780670016624 4 School Library Journal Xpress (October 1, 2016) Gr 3-6-Readers met 13-year-old abandoned foster kid-turned-monster slayer Jack Sullivan and his adolescent makeshift army in The Last Kids on Earth. In this excellent sequel, the zombies are mysteriously disappearing. As the zombies walk in droves toward a shrieking sound, their brains are being sucked out of their skulls. While no fan of the undead, Jack and his squad set out to solve the mystery. New alliances are formed and trusts are broken, culminating in an all-out monster brawl to save their world. The continuation of this hybrid series capitalizes on gross-out fun. The realistic writing style keeps the narrative moving at a fast pace, while the frenzied pencil artwork supports its humorous tone. But what distinguishes this adventure is the character development. The members work through their fears of loss, abandonment, and loneliness to unite as a family. The language is sophisticated, geared toward readers who enjoy rousing adventures. The open-ended conclusion allows for the possibility of more exciting exploits. A gallery highlighting various nefarious creatures is an added treat. VERDICT For fans of the first book, this sequel does not disappoint. This series is a must-have for middle grade collections.-Sada Mozer, Los Angeles Public Library © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 15, 2016 (Online)) Grades 3-6. Jack, June, Quint, Dirk, and Rover are back for another post–monster apocalypse adventure. With Blarg out of the way, it’s time for the gang to tackle another task, and this time, Quint suggests they compile a bestiary of all the creatures now swarming earth. While in pursuit of a gigantic worm, they meet another hunter, a monster named Thrull, who rescues them and gives them an old book for their bestiary, suggesting that they should include some of each creature’s essence in its entry. In the process of tracking down beasts of all kinds to fill out their book, the gang of kid adventurers learn about a powerful, evil enchanter, Rezzoch, who just might be behind a suddenly missing horde of the undead. With light, snappy narration and dialogue and plenty of comics interludes to mix things up, this fast-paced story trundles along, and the likable cast, lots of adventure, and gooey, oozy monster slime galore keep the pages turning. Fans of the series opener won’t want to miss this follow-up.Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2016) Thirteen-year-old Jack Sullivan and his crew of monster-fighting besties are fresh off their victorious battle against the evil Blarg, but there’s no rest for the weary in the middle of a Monster Apocalypse. First, Joe’s Pizza has become the local monster hangout. And second, the zombies seem to be disappearing. Thankfully, the white boy, his not-so-secret Latina love, June Del Toro, his African-American, science-nerd best friend, Quint, and pre-apocalypse bully–turned-ally Dirk, a large white boy who loves to garden, befriend a man-monster who might have the answers to everything. Equal parts humor, adventure, and warmth, the book offers fans of the series and new readers alike an entirely agreeable outing. Jack’s witty narration and Holgate’s pitch-perfect illustrations make for a terrific read that’s particularly well suited for middle-grade boys who might otherwise be reluctant to pick up a book. There are plenty of foul-smelling, brain-sucking monsters and gizmos and gadgets to delight, but at its core, this is a story about friendship. Orphaned at birth and raised by a foster family he describes as jerks, Jack has always longed for a family of his own. Now that he has one, the only thing scarier than the monsters is the thought of losing them. An apocalyptic adventure with a whole lot of heart. (Horror. 8-12)

6.78 1 6.78 9781338135299 0
17.21 1 17.21 9781534438187 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2019) PreS-Gr 1-This lovely book embeds a message about the importance of reading and the issue of overuse of technology in an appealing fantasy adventure. Henry, an anthropomorphized rabbit in a hoodie, lives in Rabbit Town, where everyone else loves to read. He prefers having adventures. One day he discovers a "lost book" and ventures into the human world searching for its owner. However, everyone there is too engaged with their phones to notice him. Finally, a little girl sees and befriends him, and he gives her the book. Returning home, he tells the story of his adventure, while the girl shares the book depicting his story. The clever text is concise and well written, and leaves room for the illustrations to extend the narrative. Rabbit Town is depicted in lush, verdant greens, with rolling hills, while the human world is a drab, gray, angular cityscape. Henry's appealingly pigtailed friend is a spot of color in a bright red jacket and yellow scarf, which she gives to Henry. The illustrations are a mix of full-bleed spreads, single pages, and cartoon-inspired boxes that provide effective visual storytelling. This layout encourages page-turns and keeps the action moving. With just a few brief lines, Surnaite's expressive characters go from curious, to dejected, to happy. VERDICT Despite its brief text, this engaging title manages to include a commentary on reading and storytelling couched in an accessible friendship adventure story. An excellent read-aloud choice.-Amy Lilien-Harper, Greenwich Library, CT © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (January 1, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 9)) Grades K-2. In Rabbit Town, everyone loves books and reading. Henry, however, prefers games and real adventures. Playing outside one day, Henry chances upon a strange yellow book and, venturing through a hedge to return it, ends up in a strange, unknown place where all the creatures (humans) are holding devices. A small girl is the only one who spots Henry, and though they spend the rest of the day together, the girl's father is so busy with his phone that he doesn't notice his daughter's new friend. Henry leaves the lost book for the girl, finally, before going home, and when the girl opens the book, she discovers that it is all about a young rabbit's visit to the city. The green, bucolic setting of Rabbit Town stands in contrast to the gray palette of the girl's urban home. The message about being so caught up in screens that you miss important happenings in life is certainly not subtle, but it is timely and delivered in a cheerful manner.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2018) A rabbit stumbles into an unfamiliar world. Rabbit Town has meadows, blue skies, and clear streams. It also has a bookstore, because “all rabbits loved books…except for Henry.” When Henry finds a Lost Book—it must be lost because it’s “not a rabbit book”—he doesn’t read it; instead he carries it through a tunnel under an ivy-covered wall and emerges into a gray cityscape with gray skyscrapers and a wide, paved, gray street. Bipedal rabbit Henry, in his backpack and hoodie, can’t identify the “creatures” in the lilac-gray city. They’re humans, and they’re enthralled with tech. On escalators, on the subway, even while walking, they stare at screens. Henry makes a friend there—a little white girl whose father is so riveted to his cellphone that he never sees Henry—and together they enjoy some nongray city spots: park, playground, pond, restaurant. Surnaite neatly sidesteps any obvious morals: The city holds warmth and connection after all, and Henry needn’t fall for books. The illustrations’ easygoing outlines and the touchably soft-textured colors that fill the spreads and sequential panels prevent the city atmosphere from ever feeling completely dystopic. A final metaquestion is clever and amusing but unobtrusive to readers who don’t want to tangle with it. Both families have one mom and one dad; the girl’s friend group is multiracial. A fine addition to the meta-literature shelf. (Picture book. 3-6)
14.57 1 14.57 9781537944630 2 School Library Journal (July 1, 2015) Gr 1-3-Grace Gilmore introduces her "Tales from Maple Ridge" series with these two titles. Both offerings are solid introductory chapter books. The language is accessible and aspiring, the plots are clean, and Brown's illustrations are absolutely beautiful. While nothing Logan Pryce, our creative and industrious main character, doesn't face anything too intense, Gilmore doesn't shy away from serious topics like lying and lost jobs. Logan introduces readers to the Pryce family and follows them through the decision to give up their farm for new opportunities. In Lucky, Logan embarks on a money-raising venture to fix up his one-room schoolhouse. Despite laughter from his classmates and a tight budget at home, Logan finds a creative and resourceful way to help his school. Illustrations accompany the large, easily read text on each page, making this an excellent transition from beginning readers to chapter books. Parents itching to read Laura Ingalls Wilder's "Little House on the Prairie" titles with their children will find this new series a welcome stepping stone. VERDICT A general purchase for early chapter book collections.-Taylor Worley, Springfield Public Library, OR © Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Guide (Fall 2015) These cheerful, old-fashioned family stories, seemingly set in the nineteenth-century Midwest, feature eight-year-old farm boy Logan, who loves to fix things and help out. Big worries about money and the family's future combine with smaller everyday worries, but each story ends with a too-tidy resolution. Large print and copious pen-and-ink drawings enhance the new series' appeal. [Review covers these Tales from Maple Ridge titles: Logan Pryce Makes a Mess and The Lucky Wheel.]
17.21 1 17.21 9780062986306 5 School Library Journal starred (May 1, 2021) PreS-Gr 3-Perkins, who broke readers' hearts with Home Lovely, and with every book since, elevates the ordinary-again-in this story about objects we simply do not really see: a fallen leaf, a cloud, a flower. In the mental meanderings of the narrator, who is white, nongendered, and lyrically minded, "I wonder about things like, can a rock in a puddle be an island? And think about if the rock in the puddle is on a boulder in a pond. And what if that pond is on a small island in a lake? And what if that lake is on a bigger island, out in the ocean? It would be an island in a pond on an island in a pond on an island in a pond on an island in a pond." This child, in T-shirt and jeans, gives readers a sense that the microscopic and the telescoped can live side by side, or within one another. It's the kind of philosophical questioning that in less capable hands would be pretentious, but Perkins brings a sense of scale to the drawings-part watercolors, part digital, some photographed overlays like ghosts from an I Spy book-and creates a seamless whole. There will be, in the Museum of Everything, a Museum of Islands, as well as a Museum of Hiding Places, shown as a bush, with figures in it lightly penciled in white. The wanderings have force and direction, as the book winds down to what-ifs-What if we are in a Museum of Hiding Places right now?-given weight in dollhouse vignettes that shimmer from tactile to ephemeral. VERDICT Perkins connects with readers who daydream, validating that act as a way to see the world and learn of its many interlocking pieces, and makes imaginative mental musings into a story, and an artform. Pure fun.-Kimberly Olson Fakih, School Library Journal © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2021) In this big, noisy world, a museum, even if it's only in one's imagination, is a place of quiet contemplation. With this absorbing and original picture book, Perkins offers a special sanctuary for curious and creative dreamers, a space to think about, explore, and possibly curate a few collections of their own. No exhibit or artifact is too small or ephemeral to be included. The unnamed child narrator considers establishing a Museum of Hiding Places; a museum made up exclusively of shadows; and, of course, a Sky Museum, which is open all the time, with exhibits that change daily. The child envisions a Museum of Bushes, complete with an interactive exhibit -- a roomful of "bushskirts" for visitors to try on and twirl in. Other intriguing installations include a model of "an island in a pond on an island in a pond on an island in a pond on an island in a pond" and a Museum of Little Things (a.k.a. a windowsill), with found treasures to look at one at a time, or all together. The book features Perkins's vibrantly colored (and beautifully displayed) 3-D art, shadow boxes, dioramas, and miniature displays, complete with curtained backdrops and prosceniums. Many of the pages include photographic elements and realistic detail, with dashes of whimsy and creative flair to match the child's inventive musings. A perfect lead-in to a museum visit or a STEAM-based contemplation titled the "Museum of Things I Wonder About." Luann Toth July/August 2021 p.94Booklist starred (April 1, 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 15)) Grades K-2. There are many fascinating museums in the world, but expand your definition of what you might hope to see in a single building and enter the Museum of Everything. An ungendered white child imagines what could be included in a museum of favorite things or of things that fill them with wonder. Gloriously inventive illustrations reflect the child’s rich inner thoughts. One imagined room houses an array of bushes, made of flowers, leaves, and twigs. Wouldn’t they make wonderful skirts? In this inclusive museum, everyone is welcome to try on the skirts and twirl. Later, a Sky Museum is depicted as a giant book, with clouds and colors that shift as the pages turn. Materials are chosen to best convey the visual message, so watercolor is combined with sand, stones, wood, moss, wool, foam-core board, fabric, embroidery thread, modeling clay. Some pages are photographed 3-D models, producing the look of a dollhouse or bitmoji room; other spreads are painted more traditionally. The result is a marvel of creativity, engaging children in thinking about whether they would have a Museum of Small Things or a Museum of Hiding Places or perhaps museums of shadows or islands? Whatever causes you to pause, appreciate, contemplate, and enjoy—that’s what belongs in your own Museum of Everything.
18.11 1 18.11 9781419741302 4 Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2021) Ben Shahn (1898-1969) was known as "the people's painter" because his art told real stories about real people. Levinson and Turk here team up to tell Shahn's own story, from his Jewish family's emigration from Lithuania to the U.S. when he was a child, to his teenage years (lithographer by day, art student by night), to his fame as an artist who would "portray stories of people clamoring for their rights. Civil rights activists. Workers demanding fair pay. Political protesters. Advocates for peace." From an early age Ben was passionate about calling out injustice -- after his father was imprisoned for speaking out in favor of worker's rights, Ben "marched up to the sentry at the end of the street and shouted, 'Down with the Czar!'" He also loved to create art and used his work to tell stories, despite his teachers' insistence that "pictures should be beautiful -- not real life." Through the years, Ben ignored this dictum and made a name for himself with his social realist art, which brought him a wide audience. Levinson skillfully shows the artist's relatable qualities, such as when young Ben refuses to name names after a classroom prank ("I'm not going to tell who did it...and I'm not going to pay for something I didn't do"). Her celebratory text is well complemented by Turk's strong and distinctively bold, colorful mixed-media art. Turk uses forced perspective to show Ben standing up to injustice despite his diminutive size, while hands feature in nearly every spread -- fists raised in resistance, palms opened upwards in plea, fingers clasped together in farewell -- further heightening emotional impact. A Yiddish glossary and pronunciation guide, author and illustrator notes, a timeline, a selected bibliography, and source notes round out this excellent picture-book biography. Sam Bloom July/August 2021 p.135Booklist starred (February 15, 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 12)) Grades 1-4. Ben Shahn’s first memories as a boy in his early twentieth-century Lithuanian village were of drawing. Because paper was scarce, the Jewish boy traced the Hebrew letters in his book of Bible stories and drew in the margins. From a young age, Shahn also had a strong sense of justice, particularly after his father was banished to Siberia for demanding fair pay for working people. This eloquent picture-Kirkus Reviews starred (March 15, 2021) Art and protest meld perfectly in the life of a 20th-century artist. Born into a family of Jewish artisans in early-20th-century Lithuania, Ben Shahn wanted to draw, but there was no money for paper. Instead, he sketched in the margins of his book of Bible stories. After his father, a labor activist, was exiled to Siberia, the family eventually made their way to Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Shahn was teased in school because of his accent but won the bullies over with his drawings. His teachers encouraged his talent. Having to quit school to work, Shahn was able to apprentice to a lithographer and attend art school. There, his teachers told him that “pictures should be beautiful—not real life.” Shahn thought otherwise. He went on to paint 23 pictures of the Sacco-Vanzetti trial and worked for the FDR administration photographing the American “outsiders” who needed relief and painting murals for a new village for garment workers. Despite threats from the FBI during the McCarthy era, Shahn continued to paint protesters and peace lovers. Levinson’s strong narrative is supported by emotive, brilliantly vibrant paintings in gouache, acrylic, pencil, chalk, and linoleum block prints. One triptych offers powerful images of the Shahns immigrating to NYC; it’s followed by scenes of the neighborhood with its jumble of new streets and foods. Well-researched and -sourced, this is a valuable addition to the canon of artist biographies. (This book was reviewed digitally with 10-by-20-inch double-page spreads viewed at 42.4% of actual size.) This life of an artist with a social conscience makes itself heard. (Yiddish glossary, author's note, illustrator's note, timeline, select bibliography, source notes) (Picture book/biography. 7-10)
15.78 1 15.78 9781250063922 3 Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2017) From angelfish to zebrafish, the creators of the Pout-Pout Fish bring readers a touch-and-feel alphabet exploration. One or two letters are presented on each spread, accompanied by illustrator Hanna’s sea critters, which aim for cute rather than realistic. About one-third of the depicted creatures have a tactile feature embedded in the page, such as a glittery roughness on the hammerhead shark, a glow-in-the-dark element on the lantern fish, and even a sticky film on the octopus’ suction cups. There is no attempt to depict scale, which may confuse youngsters since a krill shrimp is as large as many much-larger creatures presented. Young fans of the Pout-Pout Fish may be disappointed, as there is only one appearance of the titular hero (“P is for Pout-Pout Fish,” of course). Let this one swim on by. There are plenty more (and better!) ocean-themed alphabet books in the sea. (Board book. 1-3)Publishers Weekly (July 11, 2016) Diesen and Hanna identify 26 aquatic creatures, one for each letter of the alphabet, in this board book spin-off of their Pout-Pout Fish series. A good mix of familiar and less-known specimens are included ("I is for Isopod" appears opposite "J is for Jellyfish"), and the occasional touch-and-feel elements include some nifty choices: the lantern hanging from a lantern fish glows in the dark, an octopus's tentacles are slightly tacky to the touch, and a sea horse's bulging abdomen suggests a baby bump. Hanna's goofily charming illustrations continue to entertain, and in case there was any question: P is absolutely for Pout-Pout Fish. Ages 1-4. (Aug.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
19.01 1 19.01 9780689809934 7 School Library Journal (September 1996) Gr 4-6--Take four sixth graders; combine them as the Epiphany School team for Academic Bowl; add one paraplegic teacher; toss in formal tea times, grandparents of team members getting married, and some magic and calligraphy. Stir them with Konigsburg's masterful hand and you have an ingenious story. Nadia, Noah, Julian, and Ethan are not the top honor students, but Mrs. Olinski has chosen them for other reasons, ones unclear even to her. As the team beats all odds and expectations and reaches the finals, flashbacks told by each member shape a scenario that's like a bundle of pick-up sticks, each piece touching, supporting, and overlapping with the others, and one move effects them all. Stunning interplay of Nadia's turtle watches on Florida beaches, Noah's role as best man at a senior-citizen wedding, Ethan's discovery of himself through new friends, and Julian's ethical decision involving a bully skillfully wrap their stories into one, with amazing insights. Brilliant writing melds with crystalline characterizations in this sparkling story that is a jewel in the author's crown of outstanding work.--Julie Cummins, New York Public LibraryBooklist (Vol. 93, No. 4 (October 15, 1996)) Gr. 5-7. Four sixth-graders are chosen by their teacher, Mrs. Olinski, to be the class representatives for the Academic Bowl team. When the team goes on to perform amazing feats of erudition, including winning the state championship, people keep asking Mrs. Olinski how she chose the participants. Although the questioners never get a real answer, the story, told from different perspectives, lets readers in on the secret. Konigsburg's latest shows flashes of her great talent and her grasp of childhood, but the book is weighted down by a Byzantine structure that houses too many characters and alternating narratives that will confuse readers. The story begins at the wedding of two senior citizens in which young Noah is the best man. Two of the other team members, Ethan and Nadia, are grandchildren of the bride and groom, and the fourth member, new boy Julian Singh, cements the group when he invites the others for tea (yes, tea). Mrs. Olinski, who is wheelchair bound, only thinks she is choosing the quartet, when it is just as true they are choosing her. Overriding themes of civility and inclusiveness add interesting elements, but this is more ambitious than it is successful.Kirkus Reviews starred (1996) Admirable acts, challenging ideas, and grace notes positively festoon this superb tale of four sixth graders and a paraplegic teacher forming a junior high Academic Bowl team that sweeps away the competition. The plot is composed of interwoven puzzles. What prompts Mrs. Olinski to choose Noah, Nadia, Ethan, and Julian for the team over the usual overachievers and honor students in her class? What do they know about her, themselves, and each other that puts them so precisely on the same wavelength and gives them such complementary knowledge and experience? Each has a tale to tell, in the course of which all four witness acts of kindness and respect that teach them to find those feelings in themselves and others. In wry prose filled with vivid imagery, information, and often oblique clues, Konigsburg takes her team through bonding, drills, and a series of contests as suspenseful as any in sports fiction; the children and Mrs. Olinski's public triumph mirror inner epiphanies of rare depth and richness. The large cast, looping plot line, and embedded stories with different narrators require careful sorting, but the effort is eminently worthwhile, and Konigsburg kindly provides answers at the end.
19.01 1 19.01 9780063283688 1 Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2022) Decorated tennis champ Osaka serves a lesson on sportsmanship. A young Black narrator stretches to greet the morning—the protagonist is preparing for a day at Play Academy, an actual institution founded by Osaka to help keep girls playing sports as they grow. The child quickly joins a group of friends—diverse in terms of race and ability—as they practice and play. From the tennis court to the polo pitch, their concentration and determination are fierce. Whether playing soccer, football, or basketball or swimming, these young athletes practice, play fair, and support one another even in the face of failure. The strength and composure of the gymnast, a Black child with Bantu knots, shows how hard work pays off. The narrator quickly reminds readers that after practice, a cool-down is required. The whole group breaks to practice yoga, and before heading home to rest, the narrator reminds readers of the qualities that make a true champion—honesty, patience, and perseverance. The playfully rhyming text matches the pace of the illustrations, bursting with energy as the athletes race along the track and exuding peaceful calm while they pause to meditate. The oft-repeated “We are champs, and we play all day!” is delivered at infrequent intervals, so it doesn’t have the ideal cheer-chant vibe that would have worked even more effectively. Still, Nair’s adorable illustrations shine, and overall, the packaging for the message is as sweet as the underlying sentiment. (This book was reviewed digitally.) With its big-name author, this book is a Grand Slam. (author’s note) (Picture book. 4-7)
16.31 1 16.31 9780807587355 1 Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2019) When a fierce wind descends on the barnyard, the animals hear some odd noises…and they’re coming from their own mouths. The sudden wind unsettles all the animals on the farm just when they should be getting ready for sleep. Instead, they anxiously “cheep” and “cluck” and “oink” and “quack” and “moooo.” They shift nervously, pull together, and make all sorts of noises. All except Turtle, who tucks into his shell under an old log and sleeps. In the morning, though, the animals get a surprise. Pig says, “Cluck”; the Little Chicks say, “Neigh”; Horse crows, “Cock-a-doodle-doo.” How will they get their proper sounds back? Turtle has an idea, and he enjoys the process so much that he decides to open his mouth the next time the wind plays tricks at the farm: Perhaps he’ll catch a sound all his own. Chua’s cartoon barnyard is bright, and her animals, expressive, their faces and body language slightly anthropomorphized. The edges of the figures sometimes betray their digital origins. Though the tale is humorous and will give lots of opportunity for practicing animal sounds, the audience is hard to pin down, as the young children sure to enjoy mooing and clucking may not have the patience to sit through the somewhat lengthy text. For patient listeners, a fun visit to a mixed-up barnyard. (Picture book. 3-5)
23.52 1 23.52 9781250799111 3 Booklist (November 1, 2022 (Vol. 119, No. 5)) Grades 3-7. When Jo runs away from her family camping trip, she stumbles upon a community of fantastic creatures living in the forest who are about to break into a castle to free their friends from a tyrant. Jo comes along, much to their chagrin, and so begins a whimsical quest to help topple Emperor Tomcat. The episodic adventure takes Jo and her companions from oddity to oddity—a trio of witches who can’t be bothered to follow through on their curses, the “plains of oblivion” where they almost lose their memories—and all along their path, they spot the eponymous Wonders, candy-colored (and candy-loving) miniature horses that roam the landscape. Jourdy’s soft, rounded watercolor artwork of animal-like creatures and enigmatic landscapes contributes to the otherworldliness of the story, and the slow but tantalizing pacing leaves plenty of space to wonder about the mysteries lurking in the background. Though not a lot of those questions are answered, there’s something quietly captivating about the world Jo escapes to and what she ultimately learns there. Perfect for fans of Spirited Away.Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2022) A girl in a newly blended family runs away. Angry over her parents’ divorce, Jo leaves her family’s campground and heads into the forest. While exploring the wilderness, she comes upon two small elves riding tiny horses and follows them through a tunnel. Once on the other side, Jo discovers a village of magical creatures preparing to go to battle to free their friends and family, who are imprisoned by the power-hungry Emperor Tomcat. Busily composed watercolor panels alternate between subdued and cotton-candy hues in this unevenly paced tale. Set in a strange, Wonderland-esque world, the story primarily focuses on Jo’s adventures on the magical side of the tunnel, though many encounters parallel her difficulties back home; ultimately, her escapades leave her willing to embrace her new family. Most characters are animals or human-animal hybrids, including Jo’s closest companions Nouk (a humanoid feline), Maurice (an anthropomorphic fox), and Pompom (a talking bichon). Some characters make fatphobic remarks, mild acts or threats of physical violence occur, and there are a few references in conversation to topics that, though not inappropriate, seem more likely to resonate with adults. Most humans are light-skinned, including Jo and her family. An at-times disconcerting testament to the power of creating a home amid challenging circumstances. (Graphic novel. 9-12)Publishers Weekly (October 17, 2022) Jourdy artfully chronicles young runaway Jo’s quest to storm a fairy tale castle alongside a motley rescue team while grappling with family-oriented turmoil in this The Wizard of Oz-flavored graphic novel. While on a camping trip with her father, brand-new stepmother, and two stepsisters, Jo, unhappy with the arrangement, runs away. Deep in the woods, she spies a tiny, crowned elven couple on horseback and joins them on their trek, claiming "I live here now." She follows them through a mysterious tunnel and into a ramshackle village where she meets anthropomorphic fox Maurice and half-cat child Nouk. Jo learns that the villagers plan to infiltrate despot Emperor Tomcat’s masquerade ball to free their unjustly imprisoned loved ones. Though she’s initially distrustful of Maurice, Jo develops deep affection for Nouk, whose mother is also being held prisoner by Tomcat. Jo’s adventures in the magical animalian kingdom summarily parallel her own struggles coming to terms with her family circumstances. Conversational language, a leisurely pace, and elaborately detailed art rendered in gentle pastels and thin, free-flowing lines imaginatively captures this cozy adventure. Human characters cue as white. Ages 6-10. (Nov.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
15.38 1 15.38 9781413199802 2 School Library Journal (December 1, 2006) K-Gr 2-There was a cold lady who swallowed some snow, then a pipe, then coal, then a hat, and so forth. Written by Lucille Colandro (Scholastic, 2003), this title provides a different look at the old lady who swallowed a fly. Many such take-offs exist, and this is not the best of them. The items swallowed don't have a natural flow or sequence, as in other stories-the bird eating the spider eating the fly, for example. The rhyming is sometimes rather stiff as well, and the finale is quite predictable. That, however, is the book's strength. This is a story teachers will welcome for introducing the fine art of predicting outcomes. There are enough clues along the way that most students will know what's coming, and be delighted in being right when the cold lady hiccups up a snowman. The lively background music and enthusiastic narration by actor Skip Hinnant keep the story skipping merrily along to an unsurprising but fun ending that has a useful curriculum application.-Teresa Bateman, Brigadoon Elementary School, Federal Way, WA Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.Booklist (February 1, 2004 (Vol. 100, No. 11)) PreS-Gr. 2. In this raucous twist on a favorite tale, a woman strides through a winter wonderland devouring a very peculiar lineup of objects, including a pipe, coal, tree branches, and a black hat. Colandro offers weak explanations for the "cold woman's"bizarre appetite, but things become somewhat clearer when the woman finally spits everything back out, and the items assemble themselves into a grinning snowman. Lines such as "She swallowed the stick to push down the snow"certainly force the theme, but children will enjoy chanting along to the cumulative, rolling rhymes, which put a seasonal twist on the familiar poem. Lee's cartoon art extends the absurd humor in delightful drawings of the manic woman gobbling her strange meal.

8.72 1 8.72 9781338257250 0
10.66 1 10.66 9781423102953 6 School Library Journal (May 1, 2007) K-Gr 3-In these two easy-to-read books, Willems introduces two best friends. Gerald is a slightly stodgy, bespectacled elephant with a stumpy, downturned trunk. Piggie is more daring and whimsical, and, like many friends, the two complement one another. In My Friend Is Sad, Piggie tries hard to cheer her dejected friend. She disguises herself as a cowboy, clown, and a robot, but Gerald doesn't recognize her and is sad because she isn't there to enjoy the fun. Without missing a beat, Piggie points out that he needs new glasses. In Today I Will Fly, Piggie announces her intention to do so to her skeptical pal. In the end, though, Gerald is making adventurous plans of his own. With just a few tweaks of his expressive lines, Willems creates engaging characters. The stories move briskly, with a minimal word count and touches of whimsy throughout. Fans of the author's previous books should check the endpapers for a cameo appearance of his familiar pigeon. These simple, humorous stories will sound just the right note for beginning readers.-Marilyn Taniguchi, Beverly Hills Public Library, CA Copyright 2007 Reed Business Information.Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2007) In this new beginning reader series, Mo Willems adds two characters to his repertoire: gloomy elephant Gerald and his upbeat best friend, Piggie. Each book combines an easy-to-follow story; helpful, uncluttered illustrations on white backgrounds; and spare speech-balloon text with lots of useful repetition. The plots are simple but not simplistic: Willems respects his audience's ability to grasp subtlety and tone from his expressively lined pictures and dramatically timed page turns. In My Friend Is Sad, Piggie dresses up in various costumes to try to lift her pal's spirits, but Gerald (not recognizing his friend) isn't cheered by the cowboy, clown, and robot that parade past him. When Piggie gives up and appears without a costume, Gerald is finally happy: "I am happy because you are here!" In Today I Will Fly!, Piggie's titular announcement is summarily dismissed by Gerald -- "YOU WILL NEVER FLY!" -- but Piggie doesn't let Gerald's negativity ground her. Gerald continues to be a wet blanket ("Yes, it was a big jump. But you did not fly") until Piggie's various attempts eventually pay off...thanks to the help of a friendly pelican. Piggie's success then inspires the nay-saying elephant: "Tomorrow I will fly!" Willems conveys volumes with an expertly placed eyebrow or down-turned mouth, giving new readers valuable experience interpreting context clues in illustrations and even through varying type sizes; and the color-coded speech balloons suggest shared-reading opportunities for pals of any age or disposition.Booklist starred (April 1, 2007 (Vol. 103, No. 15)) cpg1252 Graphic novel influences have reached into most areas of children's book publishing; here, they crop up in a classic genre-the friendship--duo easy reader-and chalk up yet another success for two-time Caldecott Honor winner Willems. The basic approach is familiar from Willems' previous books, especially Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!0 (2003). It's as if each page were one frame of a comic strip, characters zip in and out of white space, proffer speech-bubble remarks, and express emotion through spot-on body language. Today I Will Fly0 juxtaposes Piggie's optimistic ambitions with stodgier Elephant's naysaying. There are also plenty of quirky details to reward repeated readings, including the charmingly incongruous mystery of Piggie's real name (Elephant's, we learn, is Gerald). Accessible, appealing, and full of authentic emotions about what makes friendships tick, this will put a contemporary shine on easy reader collections. Vying for their affections is that irrepressible pigeon, who, still utterly in character, finds his way onto the endpapers.

9.69 1 9.69 9781338189544 2 Booklist (December 1, 2018 (Vol. 115, No. 7)) Grades 4-6. It’s another hilarious romp through dog world as Waldo and Sassy, the pups who dressed in a trench coat and followed their beloved buddy Stewart into a whirl of marvels both tasty and intellectually dazzling at school, find themselves in the middle of a ragtag afterschool club. This time, they're meeting in the savory lunchroom and constructing a float for the local Founder’s Day Parade, which shoots, what else, club sandwiches and other goodies. Blithely rolling with the doggy deception, Falatko trots in a multispecies supporting cast as foils and, to add a few human subplots, scampers through views of a rather odd assortment of other float-making clubs, and leaps gleefully into a chaotic climax highlighted by an aw-shucks bonding moment between an unhappy classmate and a previously unwanted pooch. Jack adds cartoon illustrations to almost every page (not seen), the banter goes on nonstop, and, reflecting proper doggy values, every reference to food in the narrative is bolded throughout. Compelling reading for everyone with an eye on the meatball.Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2018) Hounds Waldo and Sassy are now fully integrated into life at Bea Arthur Memorial Elementary School. Disguised as human student Salty (who must be a very weird-looking child), the pooches love school. They love running fast in gym and singing in music class. Most of all they love the cafeteria; school lunch is the most delicious food imaginable. When their human boy, Stewart, joins the Junior Office Supply Enthusiasts, a club his paperclip-happy parents enjoyed in their youths, the dogs are a bit dismayed to find out that this club isn’t the kind you can eat, so Waldo and Sassy head to the cafeteria to play “lunch human” while they wait. It’s here they inadvertently start a club of their own. Can they convince Stewart, who doesn’t smell as though he enjoys his club, to resign and join theirs? What will his parents say? Young readers will get a kick out of the wordplay and the many puns, while the irony will induce plenty of eye-rolling among adults. The same playful design elements that distinguished the series opener are present: special typefaces indicate the dogs’ favorite foods and “Salty’s” dialogue. Human skin color isn’t called out within the text, but the familiar cartoonish black-and-white artwork shows a diverse cast of characters, led once again by white Stewart. Fans of the first should enjoy this second hijinks-filled outing of this school story/animal fantasy hybrid. (Fantasy. 7-12)
13.30 1 13.30 9781518115110 0

7.75 1 7.75 9780439598453 7 School Library Journal (January 1999) PreS-Gr 2-Sophie is playing with her stuffed gorilla when her sister wrests it from her, knocking her to the floor. When their mother agrees that it is her sister's turn to play with the toy, Sophie becomes so angry that "She wants to smash the world to smithereens." She kicks, screams, and eventually runs into the woods where she climbs a huge beech tree, looks out over the water, and is comforted by the "wide world." Calm, she returns home ready to participate in family life. The text is appropriately brief, for it is Bang's double-page illustrations, vibrating with saturated colors, that reveal the drama of the child's emotions. Floorboards slant diagonally across two pages, echoing the agitation of the siblings as they engage in a tug of war. A close-up of Sophie's face with blue eyes blazing and pigtails flying is set against a fire-red background. Bang gives the ranting girl a huge red shadow. On the next spread, Sophie releases a "ROAR" so enormous that she seems to shrink off the page. The trees, outlined in bright red, mimic the girl's anger, then bow down as she passes by stooped and weeping, and finally sport bright-green outlines as she returns home cheered and hopeful. Sophie, like a missing piece, rejoins her family as the puzzle they are working on is completed. Pair this excellent story with Dorothea Lachner's Andrew's Angry Words (North-South, 1995).-Marianne Saccardi, Norwalk Community-Technical College, CTBooklist (Vol. 95, No. 11 (February 1, 1999)) Ages 4-8. There's no shortage of books that deal with children's feelings--the sadness that comes when someone dear dies, jealousy toward a new sibling, disappointment when things don't go as planned--but most couch their explanation in layers of story, and many have a responsive adult adding sage advice. Bang, on the other hand, concentrates first and foremost on the emotion and shows a young child dealing with it strictly on her own terms. The setup is easy to grasp. Sophie becomes angry because she has to give a toy to her sister. When her sister snatches the toy away, causing Sophie to trip, Sophie becomes angrier still. "Oh, is Sophie ever angry now!" The remainder of the book uses bold graphics, supplemented by a few well-chosen words, to show how anger affects Sophie and what she does about it--from physical expression ("She kicks. She screams. She wants to smash the world to smithereens.") and escape (she runs outdoors) to the emotional release (tears and finding a quiet place where the "wide world comforts her"). The artwork is dynamic. Hot reds, bright yellows and oranges, and jagged shapes that seem to quiver on the page catch the intensity of anger, with Bang softening her palette to more subdued colors as Sophie calms down, and adjusting it back to sunnier ones when Sophie returns home to her loving family. Children may need to be assured that other options besides running outdoors exist for dealing with anger, but that said, Bang's strong, nonproscriptive acknowledgment of a feeling most children will recognize will be welcomed, as will the reassurance that though anger may come, it will also go away given time.Kirkus Reviews (1998) When Sophie has to surrender one toy to her sister, stumbles over another toy, and gets no sympathy from her mother, she runs furiously out into the woods, first to cry, and then sit in a huge old beech, watching the ocean until the tempest abates. Bang (Common Ground, 1997, etc.) captures the intensity of Sophie's feelings with strong, broadly brushed forms and colors: images of flames and a volcano; blue eyes glaring up from a red background that looks as if it's exploding; then harmonious, leafy greens and browns; and concluding scenes of domestic amity. This briefly told behavior-management episode explores well-worked thematic territory, but as in Hiawyn Oram's Angry Arthur(1989)--and in contrast to the child in Betsy Everitt's Mean Soup (1992)--Sophie finds a way to cope with her anger, quite laudably, without a helping adult hand.
14.57 1 14.57 9781668897287 0
17.21 1 17.21 9780316535809 3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2020) K-Gr 2-Trust the narrator who warns the boy pictured with the small dragon that he does not, not, not want it for a pet. Dragons drool, grow, and burn things (not to mention another bodily function). With a coin in the wishing well, the boy makes another wish and magically resolves his dragon problem. Right around the corner is the perfect pet for the boy: a guinea pig. But while the boy is cleaning up for his small friend, the rodent eats a unicorn dropping-a cupcake-that gives him a unicorn horn. Similar to You Don't Want a Unicorn (2017) by this same duo, the digitally created art is silly and bright with slapstick humor. VERDICT While not an essential purchase for school or public libraries, this book's subject matter has perennial-and enaging-interest.-Maria B. Salvadore, formerly at District of Columbia P.L. © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 15, 2020 (Online)) Grades K-2. In a direct sequel to You Don’t Want A Unicorn! (2017) that even opens with a quick recap, the same hopeful child (with a T-shirt reading “I ♥ unicorns dragons”) discovers the ins and outs of dragon ownership after he wishes for one. Though dragons are awesome company when there’s a marshmallow to be roasted or a bear to be eaten, they do drool copiously, poop charcoal, and start fires by scooting their butts over carpet. The real deal breaker, though, is that they soon become ginormous. (“In your heart, yes. But in your house . . . no.”) A happy meeting on “Pet Adoption Day” seems to present a feasible alternative at last, though some magical leftovers from previous pets are about to cause some problems. Bite-sized bits of second-person narrative share space on roomy pages with bright, simply drawn, and not-too-explicit cartoon scenes featuring an urchin (feasibly of indeterminate gender) and a big, green, rather doglike dragon.Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2020) If you thought having a unicorn as a pet was hard, you haven’t seen anything until you’ve tried owning a dragon. The young protagonist of You Don’t Want a Unicorn! (2017) is back, and they clearly haven’t learned their lesson. Now they’ve wished for a pet dragon. As the intrusive narrator is quick to point out, everything about it seems fun at the beginning. However, it’s not long before the doglike dragon starts chasing squirrels, drooling, pooping (ever wondered where charcoal comes from?), scooting its butt across the floor (leaving fire and flames behind), and more. By now, the dragon has grown too huge to keep, so the child (who appears white and also to live alone) wishes it away and settles for a cute little hamster instead. A perfect pet…until it finds a stray magical cupcake. Simple cartoon art and a surfeit of jokes about defecation suggest this book will find an appreciative audience. The dragon/dog equivalences are cute on an initial read, but they may not be strong enough to convince anyone to return. Moreover, a surprising amount of the plot hinges on having read the previous book in this series (it’s the only way readers will know that cupcakes are unicorn poop). Feels like a retread—it may be time to put this series to bed. (Picture book. 4-7)
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